










the dawn of a new era in ~ 
great gun care.... 






FILLS, SEALS & WATERPROOFS adds a lustre to any stock 
the only preparation on the pS xi ae 





market which protects both the 
woodwork and the exterior 
metalwork. 






ideal for giving that ‘Old London’ 
oil-type finish when applied to 

new or sanded-down stocks 

after staining. 





AX Soe li accint 






im: 


a eign 
MMUNITION | 


Win $30.000 


ELEY tone.» came 


MAJOR PRIZE 








Other prizes include 
3 SUZUKI TRAIL BIKES 







SUZUKI FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 





ENTRY FORM Closing date — 30th March 1962 


== NAME THE GAME 
ELEY contest 


















plus DUCK PUNT 











Sth prize 






also 
5 Nikko Under and Over Shotguns 


ne 


a 
is 


and 10x 12 months 
supply of ammunition 
of your choice. 















10 Franchi 
Automatic 
Shotguns 















Lock Stock & Barrel, Jan- Feb 1982 1 


LOCK 
STOCK & 
BARREL 


IN THIS ISSUE 

SET TRIGGERS 

Ray Brummell . . 

SCRUB SHOOTING THE FOX 
Graham Los .. 

NECK SIZE OR FULL LENGTH SIZE 
Ron Owen .. 

BEST FORM OF DEFENCE 
Bob Penfold 

THE STALWART STIRLING 
Eddie Powell 

A SCHMIDT—WHAT 

Malcolm Clark 


OBTURATION 
Maicolm Bone 


8 


11 


12 


16 


18 


20 


23 


EDITION 3 
Recommended retail $1.80 
January — February 1982 


COVERS IT AL 
AND SO SHAI WE 


CONVINCING CAN—OPENERS 

Magnum Ordnance 

BONEY AND THE POM 

Don Macara .. 

1981 ACT FIELDRIFLE TITLES 

Jeanne Lankhorst 

MIROKU 6000 

John Robinson 

FIREARMS IN THE USSR 

Malcolm Bone 

BLACK POWDER SCENE 

The Triple F's 

GUN NUTS AND SPRINGS EVERYWHERE 
Gary Burow .. 54 


LEAD BALLS 
dohn Andrew 


Cover Photo 


The Whitworth and Vol- 
unteer rifles by Parker Hale 
Both in .451 calibre, 

These muzzle loading target 
rifles are typical of the long 
range (up to 1000 yds) small 
bore rifles which were popular 
with the Victorian marksmen 
of the 1860's. 

The Volunteer has cold 
forged rifling of eight narrow 
lands, after the Rigby pattem 
whereas the Whitworth has 
a hexagonal bore and was the 
most accurate of its day. 

Shooting with one of these 
Queen Victoria hit a steel 
gong at 600 yards when she 
Opened the Bisley range. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 56 


27 NEW PRODUCTS 


WHO DUNNIT 

EDITOR Malcolm Bone 
ADVERTISING MANAGER — Ron Owen 
COVER PHOTO Murray Studios 
COLOUR CONSULTANT Mandy Kirk 
RESEARCH ASSISTANCE Imbil Musuem 
of Wonders 

FRONT COVER ACCOUTREMENTS 
Tubby’s Antiques 
TYPESETTING Lock Stock & Barrel 
COVERS Simpson Halligan Pty. Ltd. 
PRINTING Gympie Times Pty. Ltd. 
DISTRIBUTION — Gordon & Gotch Ltd. 
Melbourne, Sydney. 


63 


Lock Stock & Barrel, published by 
Lock Stock & Barrel Publications 


of 211 Mary Street, Gympie, 
Queensland, 4570, is a bi-monthly 
periodical whose aim is to entertain, 
educate and otherwise be of service 
to anyone interested in firearms, 
and give publicity to attempts by 
legislators, and others, to prohibit 
or restrict the freedom of access to 
firearms by law abiding citizens, 


Current single issue at newsagent $1.80. Current single issue mailed $2.00. Overseas $2.65, Back issues 
$2.50. Overseas $3.00. Annual subscription {6 issues) $10.00, Overseas $14.00, Change of address, 


allow 6 weeks, include 
permission of the publishers. 


id address, No part of this publication may be reproduced without written 


Contributions from frectance writers ere not only welcome but, 
preferably, will comprise most of the content of Lock Stock & Barrel. 
Manuscripts accepted by the publishers are deemed the property of the 
publishers and may not be submitted for publication elsewhere without 
the written permission of the publishers. 


The publishers will exorcise every care bul are nob 
responsible for mishaps of any nature which might occur 
from published data whether by errors, ommissions, or 
recommendations by writers, 





2 Lock Stock & Barrel, Jan - Feb 1982 


No man is an island, 
i elf; 





Every man 
a part of the main; 

If a clod be washed away by the sea, 
Europe is the less, 

As well as if a promontory were, 





a piece of the continent, 


MAKING 


as well as if a manor of thy friends or of thine own were, 


Any man’s death diminishes me, 


because | am involved with mankind; 
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; 


it tolls for thee. 


1 am not much on poetry — 
never has interested me and | have 
always felt that if someone has 
something to say, they should just 
say it and not muck about getting 
the beat right or making it rhyme. 
Anyway, to each his own, and may 
everyone enjoy whatever it is that 
interests them so long as in doing so 
they don’t impose on others. 


The above verse by John Donne, 
written some 300 years ago did 
catch my eye and to me, reads 
beautiful'y. It is relevant to us all 
one way or another but in this day 
and age it really relates to our free- 
dom and the gradual loss of it, clod 
by clod thanks to those who in- 
fluence our elected representatives. 

Did you know that Hitler in his 
rise to power prior to WW2 not 
only banned the above poem from 
being printed but went as far as 
burning every copy of it that could 
be found. Standing together in 
unity by the people in the street 
wasn't part of his political modus 
operandi. 


Now that you have read it 
again — what is it doing in Lock 
Stock & Barrel? 


Well, it has particular signific- 
ance to firearm owners. The poem 
says it all. Just substitute ‘firearm 
owner’ for man and ‘anti-gun legis- 
lation’ for death. 

A prime example of this was 
seen in a recent edition of a shot- 
gun magazine where a certain 
gentleman went to print in ‘Letters 
to the Editor’ intimating that being 
a member of the Melbourne Gun 
Club should be a nationally recog- 
nized status akin to diplomatic 
immunity. Can you imagine it — a 
firearms act with clauses like ‘. 
the following section does not 
apply to members of the Melbourne 
Gun Club, they being Pukka Sahib 
and beyond reproach.......... 

To this person and also. to the 
big bore shooter mentioned in 
Edition 1, page 51, who apparently 
thinks in similar vein, | would say 
that the bell tolls especially for you 
— it's just you may not hear it 
because your earmuffs are still on 
and you cannot see it tolling be- 
cause your head is in the clouds. 

The poem has relevance to the 
recent Tasmanian referendum on 
dams. | certainly don’t know the 
rights or wrongs of the matter but 
it appears lo me that the Tasmanian 





NO BONES 
ABOUT IT 


— by Malcolm Bone — 


Government gave the people the 
choice of two bitter pills and ex- 
pected them to. take one. That 38% 
refused to take either of them is 
highly commendable and | venture 
to suggest that had the 56% of 
voters, who picked one, only but 
known that the formal vote was 
going to be really significant, then 
many of them would have chose 
neither as well. 

This could be a turning point in 
Australian voting history. Perhaps 
no longer can our Governments im- 
pose upon us to choose between 
two poor proposals — could be a 
precident has been set, enough 
people are of a mind to throw both 
out — the bell tolls for us for sure. 

A few snippets of news from 
around the world — for citizens in 
Zimbabwe it is now a prison 
offence not to register their tire- 
arms and all military weapons must 
be handed in, 

Registration of the sporting 
arms may or may not be granted — 
depends on whether the bureau- 
crats consider that the owners need 
one. 

Mugabe, the ex-guerrila leader 
and now prime minister, wouid, 
more than anyone else, be one who 
can really appreciate legislation of 
this type. But he would have to win 
the super-optimist of the year 
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award if he thinks it is entorceable, 
— were he not now Prime Minister 
he would be chief advocate of non- 
compliance of such legislation. 
Under the initial amnesty less than 
3000 arms were handed in.... 

On the ABC news early one 
morning last month was a report 
that a community of ‘untouchables’ 
in India had been refused licences 
for firearms for defence. A few 
days later they were all found shot 
dead. There was an inquiry under 
way as to why they were denied 
licenses. 

No other details were given and 
{ could find no written report in 
any newspaper 

How would you feel if you gen- 
uinely felt threatened and were 
denied a licence for a firearm for 
defence? It is no consolation to 
know that there would bea full en- 
quiry AFTER your demise. 

Already, nowhere in Australia 
can a handgun licance be obtained 
solely for personal defence and 
already, in sarne states, if one wants 
a longarm for that reason, one has 
to proclaim other reasons for the 
proposed use of the firearm in 
















RUGER Mini 14 .223 





CENTRE FIRE RIFLES 


RUGER 14 Stainless Steel 223. 
GOLDEN EAGLE 25/06 300 Weatherby $339 


order to obtain said licence. 

“But,” say the anti-gunners “in 
this day and age and in this civilised 
country no-one really needs a fire 
arm for defence."’ 

| wish, as much as anyone, that 
this were true — bul if isn’t, just 
ask anyone who has been beaten up 
and robbed, 

A recent news report stated 
that 3 Canberra Grade 10 students 
stole $9000 worth of goods and 
kept them in school fockers appar- 
ently in full knowledge of the other 
pupils and probably some of t 
teachers. A 6 month suspended 
sentence and a $1000 fine to cover 
items not recovered is hardly a de. 
terrent. Bearing in mind that this 
occurred in our ‘most civilised’ com- 
munity in a school probably com- 
prising a high percentage of child- 
ren of our bureaucrats, then | can 
see home defence becoming more 
of a crucial issue ~ not less — in 
the future, 











Occasionally here, we hear haw 
Canada has adopted a total regist- 
ration system and how marvellous 
it is working. A system they cer 
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tainly have, marvellous il may or 
not be — depends whether you are 
interested in firearms or nol — but 
that it is achieving anything there is 
no doubt — it is not. 

Canadian bureaticrats are having 
a field-day over the rights of all 
Canadians, not just firearm owners. 
ad t gem is called the 
gency Planning Order which 
can give the Canadian Government 
total control over the production 
distribution and selling of every- 
thing, censorship, the media, pay 
scales and so on, Guidelines for 
tolal dictatorship in other words, 

All this came into being as an 
Order-In-Council, the working of 
which we described in Edition 2. 
With stunned surprise Canadians 
are realising that a law has come 
into being which can remove all 
their rights, plus it totally bypassed 
parliament and was virtually un- 
known to anyone until after it be- 
came law. 

In Edition 2, | mentioned a 
similar instance concerning the 
Indian Government — there seems 
to be a bureaucratic conspiracy, all 
countries using the Westminster 
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De 


system of government are using this 
‘dictatorship loophote’, Order-In- 
Council, with disastrous effect on 
the personal freedom of their cit- 
izens, What is worse, at least 50% 
of each countries population 
wouldn't know whal Orders-In- 
Council were, how they come into 
effect, or what effect they will have 
on their personal lives, Perhaps an- 
other 25% might know about them 
but don’t fully realise the ramific- 
ations. 


Colin Greenwoods advice “We 
must not give our bureaucrats more 
power than they need on the as- 
sumption that they won't use these 
Powers — because they eventually 
will,” applies to EVERYONE not 
just firearm owners. 

Canada's. aforementioned Em- 
ergency Planning Order has a 
cute little paragraph ‘‘Interpret- 
ation’ and | quote 

2.1n This Order: 
“emergency'’ means an abnor- 
mal situation that required 
prompt action beyond normal 
procedures to prevent or limit 
injury to persons or damage to 
property or the environment. 

“emergency planning’ in- 

cludes the preparation of 

plans and arrangements of 
those exceptional measures 
to be put into effect that 


bility to own a firearm. Far more 
appropriate would be that aspiring 
(and current) politicians be the sub- 
ject of said psychiatric report to de- 
termine their level of dictatorial 
tendancies — in many cases sound- 
ness of mind should be checked 
also! 

On the Federal scene we have 
been “‘blessed’’ with an avowed pair 
oft anti-firearm politicians in exactly 
the wrong (tor us ) portfolios — | 
wonder if that is a coincidence? 

| am speaking of the Hon. Kevin 
Newman, the Minister for Admin- 
istrative Services and the Hon. 
John Moore, Minister for Business 
and Consumer Atfairs, which covers 
the Customs Department. 

We can thank this pair for the 
recent banning of the importation 
of ‘any semi-automatic longarm 
which incorporates a pistol grip in 
its design.’ 

Printed below is the actual media 
release on the subject. 

To the uninitiated it sounds like 
an heroic move but to me it is a 
plethora of garbage, and a very 
weak attempt to justify their 
actions. 


MEDIA RELEASE 


For example, the importation of 
automatic arms has been prohibited 
for years — they are trying to take 
the credit for banning them now. 

Lumping something that isn’t 
banned, in with something that is 
already, is scurrilously deceitful — 
naturally the general public will 
think “Yes that was a wise move, 
the banning of the importation of 
machine guns.” 

Apparently, Mr Newman ‘re- 
searched’ the possible public re 
action to his attitude before he 
made loud noises about jt. He 
checked shooting club member- 
ships, state shooting bodies affil- 
jation numbers, circulation of 
shooting magazines etc, and con- 
cluded that the numbers weren't 
there to offer resistance to his anti- 
gun policy. 

But he seems not to realise that 
over 95% of firearm owners are not 
in shooting clubs, not affiliated 
with anything and few of them 
even read shooting magazines, 

They all vote however, and | 
would hope, for all our sakes, that 
the Tasmanians hand him his just 
deserts at the earliest opportunity, 





BACA 


MINISTER FOR BUSINESS AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS 


have as their purpose the 

mitigation of the adverse ef 

fects of an imminent or 
actual emergency. 

There is no definition or 
limit to an ‘abnormal situation’ 
nor does this abnormal situation 
have to actually happen — it 
only has to appear to imminent. 
On top of that, the inclusion of 
the word ‘environment’ virtually 
guarantees that every Canadian 
can be subjected to the Emerg- 
ency Planning Order at any time. 
Everyone damages the environ- 
ment every day. 

Aren't we lucky we don’t 
have anything like that in Aust- 
ralia! Would anyone like to take 
bets that no-one is working on 
it? 

Often mentioned by the 
anti-gunners is a proposal that 
all firearm owners get a psych- 
fatric report as to their suita- 





IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON 
MILITARY TYPE FIREARMS 


The Minister for Business and Consumer Affairs, the Hon. John Moore, MP, and the Minister 
for Administrative Services, the Hon, Kevin Newman, MP, announced today a prohibition on the 
importation of automatic and certain types of semi-automatic military type firearms for civilian 
use or for private collections. 

The Commonwealth shared with the Governments of the States and the Northern Territory a 
concern about the adequacy of firearms management in Australia, the Ministers said, Under present 
arrangements, some types of weapons are permitted by law in some parts of Australia and pro- 
hibited in others. The Commonwealth had decided to use its Customs powers to bring greater 
uniformity into the types of weapons allowed into this country — without seeking to influence the 
State or Northern Territory Governments on the definition of the firearms to be prohibited, 

The Ministers said that the Commonwealth had now received from the Australian Police Ministers’ 
Council — comprising Ministers with portfolio responsibility for police from all States, the North- 
ern Territory and the Commonwealth - 2 request to prohibit the importation of: 

* Firearms of a machine gun construction; and 
* Any semi-automatic firearm not being a pistol which incorporates a pistol grip in its design, or 
which incorporated a pistol grip in its design when originally manufactured, 

Mr Moore and Mr Newman said that action would be taken to implement this request through 
administration of the existing provisions in the Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations, 

The Ministers noted that the Australian Police Ministers’ Counci| had made its request following 
recommendations from all Australian Police Commissioners, who had drawn attention to increasing 
instances of the weapons concerned being found in the possession of persons convicted of serious 
criminal offences. 


CANBERRA, ACT. 
3 September, 1981 


CONTACT: Roger Camilleri 
(w) 72 4513 
(h) 73 1876 
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"BY THE TIME You 


“On the Queensland scene it 
appears that the honeymoon is over 
as regards the Queensland 1979 
Firearms & Offensive Weapons Act. 
All the nasty little clauses that were 
bandied around as ‘Oh they won't 
actually impliment that, that way’ 
are being implimented that way. 

For starters the crunch has 
landed on pistol shooters and pistol 
clubs. Attendance books and atten- 
dance cards are being checked at 
‘least once per month and a few 
revocation notices have been sent 
out — no reasons given. One 
shooter, after receiving his, im- 
mediately applied for a new licence 
Which, within a short time was 
granted — he is still trying to figure 
‘it out. It is quite sad to realise that 
«with all the real crime there is 
‘around these days, the police have 
nothing better to do than check 
that pistol shooters are going 
shooting! : 

Firearms dealers also have been 
subject to investigations and even 
search warrants. Sad to say, many 
of them have been found wanting 


over various misdemeanours, some 
serious some trivial. 

One can’t argue about the 
serious ones but as far as the trivial 
ones go, the comparison could be 
made that EVERYONE who drives 
a car commits at least one trivial 
breach of the Traffic Act EVERY 
TIME they use their car. 

The corner toy shop, partic. 
ularly in Western country towns, 


-who for fifty years has been selling 


the occasional rifle and ammunition 
but whose trade in same doesn’t 
justify the dealer licence fee, and 
some of which didn't know they 
needed a licence anyway, are now 
being closed down and charged 
with dealing without a licence. 

Those registered dealers of long- 
arms are having their stock checked 
and also their register of sales and 
purchases. From these registers, 
persons are being found who are 
buying bargain firearms from the 
Saturday papers Wanted to Sell 
column. On Monday they sell or 
trade them to a registered dealer 
and hence their name appears quite 
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often in dealers registers. These 
persons are now being charged as 
unlicenced firearms dealers. 


The Sunshine Coast has been in 
the news of late with the finding of 
a large cache of automatic arms and 
unlicenced handguns. 

The owners thereof, being 
known to myself, having traded 
with me (not in the above men- 
tioned merchandise) and having 
visited me from time to time, 
resulted in me getting the 5 am. 
knock on the door and the 
presentation of a search warrant. 
Some six hours later they departed 
with nothing more than they came 
with, and it took me a further five 
hours to get the place back to 
normal. 

| didn’t especially want to write 
an article on ‘How My Home Was 
Raided’ or whatever, but | would 
like to relate the experience for the 
benefit of those who are lucky 
enough never to have to go through 
it, so here goes:- 


Monday was destined to be a 
long day spent in Brisbane organ- 
ising, amongst other things, Edition 
3’s front cover. | had hoped to 
leave by 6 am. The 5 o'clock 
knock dug me out of bed so in a 
not very alert state and only 
partially dressed, | was greeted by 
three plain-clothed C.I.B. boys on 
the back steps in the early morning 
fog, who promptly presented me 
with the search warrant. 

| always thoughi that a search 
warrant would be an imposing sort 
of document. It isn’t. It looked for 
all the world just like a school-kids 
cyclostyled note advising the date 
of the Parents & Teachers annual 
barbeque. It was signed by a Justice 
of the Peace. 

The search was conducted quite 
amicably, indeed | have no cause to 
complain about the men doing the 
search, afterall they were only 
doing what they were instructed to 
do. |t's just that | am a bit dis- 
concerted that we have a law which 
allows them to be given these in- 
structions. 

Afterward, | guess | suffered a 
little from post-oper-raid-ive shock, 
and | got to thinking that if they 
had wanted to search my place, | 
would have allowed them to do so 
WITHOUT a warrant. 


On Search Warrants, Section 91 
of the Act states, 
‘Upon complaint on oath be- 
fore any justice by any member 
of the police force, that such 
member believes that any thing 
is, or is in possession of any per- 
son, in or upon any place or 
premises, contrary to any prov- 
ision of this Act,...... ae 


At this point my sense of 
humour started to sour. Some 
member of the police force, on 
oath, believed that | had possession 
of machine guns and/or handguns 
not entered on my register. 

| know | didn’t have any, so 
how could he believe that | did? 
Someone must have advised him 
along those lines and | sure would 
like to know who that someone is ! 


In retrospect, it is not an ex- 
perience | would recommend, It 
has left a bad taste in my mouth — 
| visualise that somewhere, there is 
a computor which lists my name 
above the words ‘he, according to 

cesteeeee y HS Machine guns — 
weren't able to find them 14/12/81, 
— has a backhoe so has pre- 
sumeably buried them somewhere.’ 

To change the subject, a keen 
fan of Lock Stock & Barrel, bless 
his heart, suggested that more 
people, other than shooters, should 
read our magazine, especially the 
legislation sections. His suggestion 
was that whenever a reader has fin- 
ished with his copy, he should leave 
it in his local dentist's or doctor's 
waiting room — which would make 
betler reading than Women's 
Weekly he reckoned. 


Overlooking the free advertising 
Lock Stock & Barrel would perhaps 
get, he has a point — it would bea 
good way of getting more of the 
public to see our side of the 
controversy. Anyway, my dentist 
promptly got a copy. 

We were in such a rush to get 
Edition 2 together that | forgot to 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas. | 
hope now I’m nol too late to wish 
everyone all the best tor the New 
Year. 






Do you know that the Aust- 
tralian Bank Employees Union 
in each State collects cuttings 
on hold-ups with firearms and 
firearm accidents from the daily 
papers, pastes them onto a 


sheet and sends a photo-copy of 
these sheets, to every politician 


in their State? 

Maybe we should advocate 
the early introduction of 
Money-Matic machines at every 
available opportunity — I'm 
sure these machines won't 
agitate to deprive us of our 
hobby, 





| must apologise that Edition 3 
is a couple of weeks late coming 
out. We are stil! in the overworked 
and underpaid stage and on top of 
this, the festive season has taken a 
week out of our allotted time. 

lt is possible at this stage, 
seeing that we are taking a couple 
of weeks holiday, that Edition 4 
wil) be out in April instead of 
March — sea you then, ® 


DISCOVER TREFLON 





A MAJOR TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT IN FIREARM 
MAINTENANCE 


TRI-FLON js a total gun maintenance tool —a bore olsaner, a lubricant 
and a metal protector. It eliminates most gun failures that are caused by 
faulty operation of moving parts — triggers, safeties, electors, extrac- 
tors, etc 

TRI-FLON is unique because it cleans a gun ot virtually 100%, ofall har- 
dened powder residue and other metal fouling contaminates resulting 
from firing. A firearm treated with TRI-FLON will stay clean longer, 
clean easier, perform better and more accurately! ‘ 
TRI-FLON is a unique lubricant containing micron size Teflon’ parti+ 


cles that work like tiny “bearings” penetrating high tolerance firing 
mechanisms and significantly reducing jamming and misfiring while 
reducing wear and friction, 


‘Trade enquiries only 
AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS: 


HY-GUN PRODUCTS 


P.O. Box 320 West End Q4101 
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To the average Australian 
shooter, rifles equipped with set 
triggers are treated in the same 
manner as poisonous snakes; seen 


by R.D. Brummell 


SET 


of a setting lever, which may be 
either a second trigger, a separate 
lever on the action, or may be in- 
corporated in the main trigger 


TRIGCE 


occasionally they presumably have 
some purpose, but should be ap- 
proached with caution. The set 
trigger has never been popular in 
this country, and even today with 
the current swing to more sophis- 
ticated arms, shooters tend to shy 
away from this accessory, apparent- 
ly through lack of familiarity 
than active opposition. 

It is generally acknowledged 
that an ultra-light trigger reduces 
any tendancy to jerk shots, and a 
set trigger offers this advantage 
with no reduction of safety in 
handling, Throughout the history 
of firearms manufacture and de- 
velopment, the introduction of 
each new firing mechanism was 
followed, if not accompanied, by a 
complimentary form of set or hair 
trigger. 

With the inordinately slow lock 
times of _wheel__ and flint-log 





ASSETS OR ENCUMBRANCES? 


weapons, disturbance of aim 
through trigger jerk had a disastrous 
effect on accuracy. Ultra-light 
trigger pressures assisted in the 
maintenance of aim following sear 
disengagement, and accordingly, 
target or duelling weapons, as well 
as hunting rifles, were commonly 
fitted with some form of set trigger. 

Although made in many versions 
the basic system for a set trigger 
involves the use of a small hammer 
in the mechanism which, when 
released by touching the firing 
trigger, knocks the sear out of 
engagement allowing the firing pin, 
hammer, flint etc. to fall. This 
hammer is cocked by the operation 


Double set trigger as on the C.V.A. rifles. 
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itself. In the last mentioned case 
the unit is known as a single set 
trigger and may be set by pushing 
the trigger forward. 

In some types of single set 
triggers this forward movement re- 
leases a small stud or miniature 
trigger, otherwise hidden within the 
main trigger face, and this stud then 
acts as the firing trigger, although 
American designs simply use a plain 
trigger which is not externally dif- 
ferent in appearance from a con- 
ventional trigger. 

The mechanism of a set trigger 
safley allows extremely light and 
precise trigger adjustment with full 
sear contact being maintained be 
cause the trigger does not have to 
support firing pin spring pressure. 

With a background of set trigger 
development, it is logical that the 
European manufacturers, in par- 
ticular, have continued to supply 
set trigger models to their modern 
weapons even though the extremely 
short lock times of these arms 
would, at first glance, appear to 
make the mechanism redundant. 

Tradition alone, however, does 
not sel! firearms, so these manu. 
facturers obviously have a large 
market justifying the continued 
production of set trigger models. 
This market is largely centred in 
Europe where most hunters are also 
target shooters of some kind and 
are therefore familiar with the 
results of trigger jerk and tend to 
have developed educated trigger 
fingers. 

This last point is important, be 
cause even a 2%lb trigger let off is 
very light to an inexperienced 
finger, let alone the 2%oz let off 


SPALIBASLO AOR 


the ultimate. 


FACTORY NEW COMMERCIAL SEMI-AUTOMATIC M14 IN 7.62 NATO (.308 WINCHESTER) 
FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE INCLUDING 1” RING QUICK DETACHABLE SCOPE MOUNTS 


Sole Australian Distributors:- ‘Two hundred years of Springfield Armory’s history in firearms 
1OPA IMPORTS, C/- Tarragindi Gun Shop, culminated in the production of the revered M14 rifle. 
Monash Road, Now Springfield Armory of Geneseo, Illinois offers to the shooting 
Tarragindi. fraternity the M1A rifle. 
P.O. Box 481 ‘This truly precision firearm is versatile in application, ranging 

‘ iy from paper punching to serious range competition, historical 
Toowong, 4066. collecting to feral pig destruction. 
Ph. 07 366 720 or 07 486 582 


NEXT SHIPMENT DUE IN DECEMBER — ORDER NOW 
FINANCE AVAILABLE ON 10% DEPOSIT 





which is not uncommon with set comes a distinct, and dangerous, the shooter is prepared to work at 
triggers. Trigger pressures on con- possibilily it, the results of using an ultra-light 
ventional hunting rifles are usually The let off of 3lbs isa good all- set trigger can be superior to those 
in excess of 2lbs, below which round comprimise, for both prec- obtained with a conventional 
point accidental discharge when ision and snap shooting, for the un- trigger, in both precision and fast 
carrying or cocking the weapon be- trained trigger finger. However if shooting, 

= This statement wil) cause the 
eyebrows of many to disappear into 
the hairline, with an accompanying 
comment on the writers sanity, be- 
cause “everyone’’ knows that the 
set trigger is used for long range 
precision shooting only; and for 
snap shooting, it should be used jn 
the heavy unset condition, 

This is the accepted application 
of the set trigger, but on reflection 
most would agree that textbook 
precision trigger squeeze is easiest 
to execute when taking an un- 
hurried long range shol, and whilst 
the set trigger makes this easier to 
accomplish, it is not impossible to 
achieve even with an 8 or Qlb 
trigger. 

But try that careful squeeze 
when snap shooting at swiftly 
moving game and the end result is 
quite often a jerked miss to one 


































The single set trigger as found on Brno rifles. 


Cont. page 46 
Lock Stock & Barrel, Jan-Feb 1982 9 


Saas 


NIKKO SILVER CROWN 4x32 


f= 


TASCO 643A 4x40 


211 MARY ST, GYMPIE, QUEENSLAND 4570. 


PHONE 071-824014 TASCO 627W 3--9x40 


NIKKO GOLD CROWN 6x42 or 8x42 NIKKO 12x56 or 8x56 


E TASCO 693W 6x40 SEER, 


PARKER-HALE 4x40 


7 RHINO 39x40 


IMPERIAL 6x40 


Eee eee 


LEUPOLD M8 SILHOUETTE 10x40 LEUPOLD A.0. 12x40 
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TASCO 703W 10x40 TASCO 702W 6—18x40 


S MAIL ORDER FORM Gv ox: and wend to OWEN GUNS. Box 346 Gympie Old 4570. Phone 071 824074 
© PLEASE SUPPLY: 


IMPERIAL 6x40 $39.50 


TASCO 627W 3-9x40 $82.00 
RHINO 3—9x40 $59.50 
TASCO 702W 6—18x40 $160.00 ROCK LETTERS, 
PARKER—HALE 4x40 $57.00 
TASCO 643A 4x40 $53.00 
NIKKO 12x56 or 8x56 $87.00 
TASCO 693W 6x40 $69.00 dannore : 
NIKKO SILVER CROWN 4x32 $37.50 Please find enclosed cheque/money order/or debit 

= my Bankcard account 
TASCO 703W 10x40 $108.50 : 
LEUPOLD A.O. 12x40 $220.00 No. DOE & MOOROOO s 
NIKKO GOLD CROWN 6x42 or 8x42 $75.00 : 
LEUPOLD M8 SILHOUETTE 10x40 $220.00 Signature. 

TOTAL $. 
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! cursed the fact that | had only 


ln 4 shells with me. 

Slowly, ever so slowly | raised 
the gun barrel over the top of the 
stump, about two or three seconds 

later | brought myself into position 
behind the gun, and was amazed to 
find the foxes were still there, 
oblivious as ever, BOOM! 

The foxes exploded into ‘action 
like five high tensile springs released 
from a vice. 1 almost laughed, 
(Guess | must be a cruel devil). 
One of the pups made the mistake 
of coming,straight towards me. | 
had reloaded the gun without tak- 
‘ing my eyes off the foxes and 
iss BOOM! quickly finished 

im. 


— by Graham Los — 


| saw the foxes in the morn- 
Ing at about 6.00 a.m. when | was 
getting the cows in for mifking. 
There were about three or four of 
them in the neighbour's paddock 
playing games on top of an old tog. 

At first | couldn't believe my 
eyes, and found it hard to believe 
that they were indeed foxes. They 
looked more like cats as they 
scampered from one end of the log 
to the other, holding their bushy 
tails almost erect. 

Upon closer scrutiny | decided 
that they were of two different age 
groups — and colours. The colours 
ranged fromm orange to yellow. | 
edged my pony over in their direct- 
ion to get a closer look at them, 
and got about 100 yards away 
before they realised | was there, 
and ducked off into the nearby 
scrub, 

dust for curiosity’s sake, | tied 
the pony up at the fence, and went 
over to the log to investigate. 
There were a few small bones and 
other various odds and ends about, 
but definitely no foxes. 

That afternoon, at about dusk, | 
persuaded Dad to finish off the 
milking while | hastily made off 
down the paddock to where the 
foxes were, taking with me — you 
guessed it, the shotgun, a single 
barrel Boito 12 gauge. 

| went the first fifty metres 
stooped over, gun at the ready, 
watching for any sudden action 
that might have been a fox taking 
flight. But, no, all quiet. 

As | was going over the crest of 
the hill, | resorted to a slow crawl 
that brought me to a stop just 
behind a dead stump that offered 
the only cover in the area. | poked 
my head over the top, and quickly 
ducked down again. What | had 
seen was like something out of the 
movies. There were five. Two 
adults and three pups. And they 
Were not more than sixty metres 
away. | checked the wind. There 
was none, 





the fox seldom hunts cox 
10 The Chew - Abbi ray hoe 
ghd hext Toa Sox hele 
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A popularly held belief by large R.C.B.S. made was that the hand- 
numbers of the Australian Centre loader who can use brass that often, 
Fire shooting fraternity is that Saves considerable money, plus, full 
neck-sizing is the way to go and length sizing is a lot easier and it 
full-length sizing wrecks your brass. contributes to extending brass life. 

There are numerous exponents _ ON this subject John Wootters, 
On the subject of reloading who, in in his book, “The Complete Book 
print, voice the opposite opinion, Of Practical Hand-Loading” says: 
The R.C.B.S. test, done by Fred 
Huntington used a Winchester 
Model 70 in .30-06 calibre. He first 
fired some factory ammunition and 
chronographed each shot. Using 
the same brass he reloaded it using 
150 gr Speer bullets. The hand- 
loads were about 80fps faster, and 


“There are some flaws in both 
theories. Unless the rifle’s chamber 
is maximum ‘and the sizing die is 
minimum, unlimited full length 
resizing appears not to cause early 
case failure after all, according to 
tests. It may be true that partial re- 
sizing (neck sizing) makes for a 


TO NECK 


TO FULL 


pressure presumably was a bit 
higher than in the factory ammo. 
He used Remington and Winchester 
ammo, and loaded and fired the 
brass until it became unservicable, 

The first case was eliminated at 
the 36th firing, the next case went 
with the 50th firing, third the 52nd 
firing and the final one at the 55th 
tiring. Split necks were the cause 
of all case failures. All brass was 
full length sized each time it was 
loaded. The most important point 


The rifle used for the test. a Brno ZKK - 600 in .270 Winchester cal. 
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that is the question 


— by Ron Owen — 
Deciphered, translated, edited, 
altered and otherwise rendered 


halfway readable by Malcolm Bone. 


better fit between case and cham- 
bering after two or three firings, 
and unless the chamber and die are 
perfectly concentric the bullet is 
unlikely to be held in perfect align- 
ment with the bore unless great 
pains are taken to chamber the: 
cartridge oriented exactly as it 
came out of that chamber after the 
previous firing. 

“Hunters should full-length re- 
size in order to achieve maximum 
reliability in feeding from the mag- 
azine and smooth chambering. As 
my years at the reloading bench 
lengthen | find | tend to full-length 
resize everything. Accuracy in any- 
thing except benchrest rifles is as 
good as ever and case life appears 
normal in the calibres | regularly 
reload. 


“In most. cases, even if a special 
neck-sizing die is ordered, cases will 
require full-length sizing every three 
or four rounds anyway, if anything 
approaching maximum pressure 
charges are used, | suspect any diff- 
erence in accuracy potential be- 
tween full-length and neck-only 


SIZE 


Whilst tempted to use only two 
cases, to minimise the amount of 
shots to be fired, we concluded that 
an early case failure by either one 
would prove very little. We there- 
fore opted to use four cases, 


The brass selected was once fired 
Federal Factory Ammunition — 2 
were full-length sized and another 2 
were neck-sized. Partially neck- 
sized might be the better term, as 
we didn’t have a true neck-sizing 
die. Our neck-sizing was achieved 
with a full-length sizing die backed 
off about .2” from the full-length 


while the full-length sized cases 
were 2.551 and 2.557". Diameters 
et_%" forward of the base were 
-470 for the neck sized cases and 
467 for the full-length sized cases, 

Not having loading tables for 
Winchester 785 for the rather heavy 
170 grained bullet, we started out 
using a charge of 50 grains. This 
seemed fairly mild so we increased 
to 51% grains after the third firing. 
After the fourth firing, the primers 
of the neck-sized cases showed signs 
of pressure whereas the full-length 
sized case's primers were quite 
normal. The fifth and sixth firing 
showed the same results, 


LENGTH SIZE 


sizing is completely submerged in 
the other variables, even in a very 
accurate field varmint rifle. Bench- 
rest rifles are in a class by them- 
selves, usually loaded for in dies 
which were especially reamed to fit 
that particular rifle and seldom 
with regular bench-mounted load- 
ing presses.” 

Other than the benchrest con- 
tingent, most shooters seem to hold 
case life next to Godliness when it 
comes to reloading. So Lock Stock 
& Barrel decided to reload a few 
cases to destruction — by repeated 
reloading, not overloading — and 
seeing that the R.C.B.S. test used 
Remington and Winchester brass, 
we decided to use Federal. 

Other products used in the test 
were: 

Rifle — Bruno 600 ZZK in .270 

Winchester. 
Reloading equipment 

and Redding. 

Case Lube — R.C.B.S. 

Primers — large Federal benchrest. 

Powder — Winchester 785, 

Projectiles — Taipan plain base soft 
point, 170 grains 

Shoulder — top right-hand side of 

Ron Owen, 

Cases were carefully wiped clean 
of case-lube before every firing. 

Primer pockets were not cleaned 
at all throughout. 


Pacific 


sizing position. This resulted in 
half the .4” neck section being 
sized and no significant sizing 
of the rest of the case. 

Careful measuring of the cases 
after the initial sizing showed the 
overall length of the neck-sized 
cases to be 2.546’ and 2.554", 


Seeing that no pressure was evid- 
ent in the full-lengthed sized cases, 
the load was increased to 53 grains. 
This time both primers in the neck- 
sized cases were flattened and again 
the primers in the full-length sized 
cases were quite normal 

At the ninth tiring one of the 


s. 
os 
re 

z 





The four cases used in the first test with mild loads, all failed with 


split necks, 
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‘The Midland 2100 has been designed strictly for 
‘unnomy, dispensing with hurry external features 
‘whilst reining al hats functonally important 


neck-sized cases split at the neck. 
Firings continued with this load, 
and each time the neck-sized case 
showed pressure signs on its primer 


Firings continued uneventtully 
unti] the nineteenth firing when a 
tiny dent was noticed on the neck 
of a full-length sized case. After 
the twentieth firing, a tiny hole 
appeared at this place and a full- 
sized split appeared after the 
twenty-first firing. No further 
eventualities were observed up until 
the thirtieth firing so 54 grains of 
powder were loaded from then on, 
in order to bring the test to a 
quicker conclusion. 

At the forty-fourth tiring with 
one neck-sized case and one full- 
length sized case still going strong 
and the reloading and firing getting 
a bit tedious the load was further 
increased to 55 grains. 

At the fifty-fourth firing dark- 
ness came upon us and proceedings 
were adjourned. 

A couple of days later the test 
was resumed, again with a load of 
55 grains. The very first firing re- 


ral cost. Expents acknowl that ths type of 
auton require les inaintenance than any cher 
sothe Midland means rouble fe shoctng 





Midland 2100 


The best featured/lowest priced 
hunting rifle you can buy. 


Only $280.00 


auprenenaredyi 













Features; 
= Cold forged 
Nong ie. 





Aoensure first clas elailty and accuracy ‘There hasa weliseasoned, hand checkered» Sold forged one piece bol with ‘Hock gs. * Ftd sling swivels, 
Utis made to high quality standard and incor’ walnut tock Supplied complete with hase blocks © Birmingham Prof teed. * Complete with base blocks and fixing sere ur 
porates majorrefinements such san adjstae and fixing srews or scope maunts. Scope nut scope mounts 
bg adusableforwe, tas and eg) © Cale 22/250, 243; 270, 90/06, 308 
anda hinged magazine oorplte-feauresusualy Specification: Distributed by Eley Ammunition, 
found ones sligatwice he pit alles 2/28), 27,306,208 
silent safely cach locks sear and trig are! lent 24° Overal lng: 45° * Hinged magazine folate. =; 
‘The ation features alow bak swept tok handle ine Capacity 4 shot. chee trigger gure (Oberdor i 
for anplescoye clearance, lng Mausertype ron Sights Bead font sight. fldingadjustale ear. style) y Y 
rotating aw ecia ie rae forged core set =a © Antibullet mash o 
struction with extra safety lug-al the features eeiver: riled and upped far scope base blacks. Hand checkered walnut stock 
‘ofthe classic Mauser action aa fraction ofthe Stock Seasoned walnut, hand checkered ‘© Monte Carlo cheekpieve, 153years of excellence. 


sulted in a split neck for the neck- 
sized case. 


(havtumered ing for accuracy and 








* White spacers at grip cap aud heel pate 
* Flpup, adjust rearsigh 
* Elegant ont sight ram wth hood 

























But a virtual absence of case 
trimming had us a little intrigued. 


After the fifty-eighth firing with So then we weighed a bullet — 150 


the remaining full-length sized case, 
trimming was required as chamber- 
ing was getting difficult. 

High noon seemed to drag on, 
with the only change to occur being 
appearance of a slightly pinched 
area in the neck at the seventy- 
second firing. This deteriorated 
still further at the seventy-sixth 
firing and finally the neck split 
after the seventy-eighth firing. 

This is where we get egg on our 
faces — we don’t mind to admitting 
to being amateur writers but we did 
not think we were so amateur in 
the shooting and reloading field. 
The rifle we used was not chambered 
Particularly well and the calibre, 
with its steady angled shoulder, is 
supposed to produce bad case life, 
with lots of trimming required 
especially when using solid loads. 

We had chronagraphed a couple 
of loads with the 55 grain powder 
charge and these indicated about 
2700 fps which for a 170 gr bullet 
was pretly good. 
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grains! Dum-de dum 


We had received these projectiles 
trom Taipan Industries of Yandina 
in an unmarked box. They were 
produced from fifteen year-old 
components manufactured on their 
machines by turning the machinery 
by hand before they had the power 
connected, but where we got the 
impression that they were 170 gr in 
weight is anyones guess. They were 
of heavy jacket construction and so 
were longer than the usual 150 
bullet — they certainly looked long 
enough to be 170 grains, 

Now that we had our facts straight 
we checked the Winchester chart 
and found that they listed a 58 
grain charge of 785 for their 150 
grain bullet. 

Reflecting on this for a while — 
we had just done a destruction test 
on mild loads instead of on loads 
near factory standard as was orig- 
inally intended — we reluctantly 
decided to re-do the exercise with 


the appropriately increased powder 
charge. 

Four more Federal cases were 
taken from the same batch that we 
took the brass for the first test, and 
we proceeded as in the previous test 
except that our powder charge was 
now 58 grains of Winchester 785. 

After 5 firings the two neck-sized 
cases were hard to chamber and so 
were full-length sized, 

A velocity check over a chrono- 
graph prior to this, revealed 2921 
and 2938 fps from the 2 neck-sized 
cases and velocities of 2964 and 
2974 fps were obtained from the 
full-length sized cases. 

After 13 firings and nothing un- 
toward happening the prospect of 
another long jolting day was not 
greeted with enthusiasm so the load 
was increased to 59 grains, again 
with the hope of accelerating case 
failure. This resulted in velocities 
of 2981 and 2982 fps for a couple 
of neck sized cases and 2989 and 
2999 tps for the full-length sized 
cases — at least now we were even 
exceeding factory specifications. 
Primers of course, were now well 
and truly flattening but at least 
they weren't cratering around the 
firing pin indentation. At the 16th 
firing a neck-sized case had its 
primer pocket so stretched as to 
not be able to hold a primer and 
was thus discarded. 

At the 17th firing all remaining 

~ cases needed and received trimming. 





The four cases used in the second test with heavy loads. The case on 
extreme right failed from a stretched primer pocket and the others 


failed from head separation. 


The remaining neck-sized case also 
required a further full-length sizing 
atter the 18th firing. 

Following the 21st firing, partial 
head separation occurred to the 
remaining neck-sized case. Another 
velocity check at the 24th firing of 
the two full-length sized cases 
showed velocities of 3000 fps and 
2984 fps. 





The case on the left with the stretched primer pocket shows powder burns 
around the top of the primer pocket while the one on the right, which is normal, 
does not, 
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Head separation occurred to one 
case at the 37th firing and the final 
case became unsafe for the same 
reason after the 44th firing. It goes 
without saying that we were 
pleased the test was over — the near 
neighbours were even more pleased, 

Having done the practical test, 
now we get down to theorising, 

Obviously, full-length sizing is 
condusive to greater case lite than 
neck sizing oy almost double, 

The other really curious observ- 
ation, arrived at by accident be 
cause Of Our mistaken assumption 
on bullet weight, is that all the 
mildly loaded cases failed by splitt- 
ing longitudinally at the neck, 
whilst the loads generating near 
maximum safe pressure, all failed 
from head separation. 

Yes, even the first case to fail 
which had the stretched primer 
pocket also had a tell-tale ring of 
weakened brass at the point where 
the head separation occurred on the 
other cases. 

We can readily find a reason why 
the head separations occurred on 
the heavy load test. This is caused 
by brass flow, which means the 
sides of the brass case are actually 

Cont, pege 68 
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THE BEST FORM OF 


— by Bob Penfold — 


DEFENCE IS ATTACK 


More regularly these days with 
the changing times and attitudes we 
find ourselves, legitimate sportsmen, 4. 
defending our sport and. the right to 
own and use firearms. 

All tirearms owners should be 
prepared with a factual case to 5. 
defend their right to own and use 
firearms, 

Below is a case | put to the 
NLS.W. Media, asking for certain re- 
levent questions to be answered by 
Our Premier, : 

After having thoroughly invest- 6. 
igating the present N.S.W. State 
Laws and after studying Chief 
Inspector Colin Greenwood's book 
“Firearms Control", | prepared a 
press release cletailed below. 

PRESS RELEASE 7. 

RE: NEW SOUTH WALES 
GOVERNMENT 
"Proposal to introduce legis- 
lation to further restrict the 
ownership of firearms by 
sportsmen and law abiding 
citizens of N.S,W."" 

We would like to present a few 
facts on registration of fire- 
arms owners and ask the 8. 
media lo put some questions 
to our Government. 

The present firearms owners 
licencing system was intro- 
duced several years ago:— 

“To restrict the flow of fire- 
arms lo the criminal element 
and those of unsound mind,” 

QUESTIONS: 

J. |s there any evidence that pre- 9, 
sent shooler licencing has had 
any effect on criminal use of 
firearms? 

2. How many police man-days 
have been spent on policing 
the present shooter licencing? 

3. |s there any evidence thal any 
crime has been prevented or 
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detected as a direct result of 
the present legislation? 

's there any evidence to suggest 
that tighter restrictions will re- 
duce the criminal misuse of 
firearms? 

Has any serious research been 
undertaken by any official de- 
partment to determine the 
benefit of further restrictions 
being introduced, or have 
these latest suggestions been 
emotionally inspired? 

Who would the new proposed 
laws effect? Criminals, or 
only legitimate sportsmen and 
faw abiding citizens who 
would register as legitimate 
firearm owners? 

Does the New South Wales 
Government intend to abolish 
ownership of al{ automatic 
shotguns which are far more 
effective, more easily obtain- 
able, and more suitable to be 
cut down for criminal use, 
than the self loading centre- 
fire rifles it has been sug- 
gested will be banned? 

Who would be effected by any 
increase in Shooters Licences 
fees in New South Wales? 
Criminals — who don't register 
their arms, 

Wealthy Citizens — to whom 
the extra dollars will mean 
little if they have a whim to 
own firearms, 

Working class sportsmen. 

If the New South Wales Gov- 
ernment has the ownership of 
firearms reduced to three per 
registered person who will buy 
all the other rifles and shot- 
guns from the present owners? 
The legal value of these extra 
firearms would be NIL in New 
South Wales. 


We would suggest: that the 
excess would flow into the 
underworld where illegal wea- 
pons have a high valuation. 

10. Given the questions above, we 
would like to ask our Govern- 
ment to justify, with evidence 
and logic, that further regul- 
ations would contribute any- 
thing at all to the reduction of 
illegal use of firearms before 
putting these new regulations 
to Parliament for debate, 

Mr. Wran said in July, 1978: 
“The answer to the problem is 
to introduce stricter penalties 
jor criminal misuse of firearms 
and not to further burden the 
police department and law 
abiding public." 

Law abiding firearms owners 
agree that Mr. Wran's 1978 
ideal is indeed the answer. 


RELEVENT 
INFORMATION 
We would like to quote from the 
book ‘Firearms Control’’ by Chief 


Inspector Colin Greenwood, 
London Police. 
Chief Inspector Greenwood 


undertook a comprehensive study 
of firearms contro! following the 
shooting, while on duty, of a fellow 
officer in 1970, 

The first English Jaws to reg- 
ister Owners and to undertake fire- 
arms contro] became law in 1903 
and were designed to: 

“Restrict the tlow of weapons to 

the criminal element and those 

of unsound mind" 

The first act was found to be 
ineffective and was upgraded in 
1920 again in 1933 and 1987. 
Further amendments were added in 
1965 and 1968. 





Greenwood found that despite 
fifty years of stringent controls 
there were more illegally owned 
handguns in England than handguns 
legally held. 

Inspector Greenwood made a 
number of conclusions: 

Through investigation, Green- 
wood found that the recording of 
800,000 firearms legally registered 
had’ consumed 55,000 police man- 
days, 

Quote fram “Firearms Control" 

"The burden on police must be 
measured against the effectiveness 
of the controls.” 
1.Caretul examination of all the 

available evidence suggests that 

legislation has failed to bring 
under contra} substantial numbers 
of firearms and it certainly can- 
not be claimed that strict controls 
have had little effect and do not 


justify the amount of police time 
involved. Indeed it is possible to 
build up a sound case for abolish- 
ing or substantially reducing 
controls. 
The volumous records produced 
appear to serve no useful purpose. 
{n none of the cases examined in 
this study was the existence of 
these records of any assistance in 
detecting a crime and no one 
questioned during the course of 
the study, could offer any evid- 
ence to establish any value of the 
system of registering weapons 
3. Whatever the total cost to the 
police, the fees set for firearms 
registration should be so fixed 
that they do not dissuade a 
person from making a firearm 
registration application, 
| then sent aver thirty copies to 
Sydney Television, Radio and 


fy 


Newspapers news editors. 

Further copies were sent to all 
Newcastle Media outlets and to 
every sitting member of the New 
South Wales Parliament. 

There is no point in nodding 
your head and agreeing with what 
is said in the pages of this magazine, 
All of the readers are already con- 
verted, 

Each member must put a case to 
someone in power, in defence of 
our sport. 

This article is designed to provide 
the readers with accurate ammun- 
ition. 

It is Up 10 you to use it effect: 
ively. 

Contact your local Parliament- 
arian now and make your interest 
and our case known to him, 

Keep a copy of this article handy 
and use it if ever the need arises. 


SUGGESTIONS AND IDEAS FOR WRITING TO YOUR PARLIAMENTARIAN 


You have no legal right to abuse, intimidate or demand anything of your member. 


You do have an implied legal duty to keep your parliamentary representa 


informed of your 


Itis his elected duty to make laws that reflect the will of the people. This is his judicially defined 


function. 


If you do not keep him informed, then he cannot reflect your wil 


indifference, 


How to do this is reproduced in the next example:- 


Member for......+.++++ 


Local Office Address (obtainable from Hansard) 


Dear Sir, 


and cannot be blamed for your 


“Being aware that it is my duty to keep you informed of my decisions on subjects pertaining to my 


‘ownership of firearms, it is my will that you approach the Mi 


ister of Police and press him to avaid the 


seemingly easy action of registering firearms, other than pistols, and concentrate on heavier penalties for 
‘the commission of armed crime.” 


7. If your politician does something that you like or agree wi 


they never gat. 


Don't sit and wait for ‘them’ to do it. YOU have to be ‘them’. 
, write and toll him so. This kind of letter 
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Yours sincerely, 
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The Stalwart 





Top, the authors old Model 20 and bottom, the new Model 2000, 


n Wednesday the 18th 
November of this year 
| was forced to leave a 
heap of half washed 
beer glasses in the 
detergent, to answer a very persist- 
ent ring, ring, ring of the telephone. 
On lifting the receiver and inform- 
ing the caller, in my best telephone 
voice, to whom he was speaking, | 
was surprised to hear a very loud 
and clear North Country English 
accent, “Hello Ed, this is- Ron.’ 

“Ron who?" | queried, 

“Ron Owen,” the penny drop- 
ped and the brain engaged, who else 
would it be with that accent? 

“How would you like to try out 
the new Stirling Model 2000, and 
do a write up about it?” he said. 

“| don't know anything about 
writing,” | protested. 

"That's OK,"' says Ron, "You 
know about Stirlings, just compare 
the new one with yours and write 
what you think about it. 

“I have ago," | answered, “but 
{ shall need some help with the 
writing bit.” 

“Good on yer. Cheerio, mate.'’ 
End of conversation, 

| must admit that | was very 
eager to test out the Stirling 2000. 
| have one of the Model 20s and 
have had many hours of fun with it, 
both at paper targets and spotlight- 
ing hares, It was bought about six 
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years ago al a cost of $50 for rifle 
and 4 x 28 Nikko Stirling scope. | 
know most people laugh at a 4 x 28 
but | find it quite adequate, and a 
hare killed at 100 yards with it is 
just as dead as one that's killed at 
150 yards using a six or twelve 
power, 

| confess, | know very little 
about scope sights, | have always 
been an open sights man, but like 
most people of middle age, the old 
eyes aren't what they used to be, 
and a scope of some kind is a must 
for spotlighting. 

Anyhow, back to the job in hand 
— to test out the new Stirling. First 
the bad points. That B . _. . awful 
trigger that is fitted to all of them. 
They come out of the factory with 
trigger weights anywhere between 
6% to 9 Ibs or more. This is very 
detrimental to accurate shooting in 
the field where a crisp and consist- 
ent_weight of about 2 Ib. is desired. 

Even while testing over a sand 
bag rest one seems to need a grip 
like Samson to hold steady while 
getting the shot away. The trigger 
pull is a long grating creep until it 
finally disengages the sear. Next, 
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Sterling 


and to me just as important, the 
bedding leaves plenty to be desired. 
The single King screw, which is 
typical of many of the old cheap 
rifles of yesteryear, is still being 
used for this far superior semi auto. 
rifle. Superior to the cheap rifles 
of yesteryear | mean, because we 
must not lose sight of the fact that 
we are dealing with a very low cost 


piece of factory produced 
weaponry, 

Third and last, as far as | am 
concerned, is the fact that the 


trigger itself is still made from that 
soft die cast metal, and painted 
with some black gunk to look like 
blued steel. These are the faults 
that | would have liked to have seen 
rectified with the release of the new 
model. 

Please don’t let these faults put 
you off buying any one of these, 


— by Ed Powell — 





Otherwise little beauties, because 
any one with an interest in firearms 
and a few basic tools can put them 
right if they want to own a very 
robust and accurate little rifle for 
fun shooting. 

|, for example, have made a mild 
steel trigger for mine. The only 
tools used were a hacksaw, three 
various sized fine files, an impro- 
vised vise, i.e. a G, cramp on the 
verandah rail, and a friends drill 
stand. 

Trigger weight can be reduced 
dramatically by making new and 
lighter springs for the trigger 
mechanism, 

| did this by using the single 
strand stee) string from a guitar, 
and winding it tightly around a nail 
of the desired size A knitting 
needle of the right diameter could 
also be used — this provides a long 
spring which can be cut to length as 
required. Some lazy people even 
use Biro pen springs. 

| got over the bedding bug by 
drilling through the rear screw hole 
of the trigger guard and into the 
receiver cap, then tapping a thread 
into the cap, making sure that when 


tightened up the new screw would 
not foul the spring inside. | then 
bedded the body from the King 
screw back to my new tang screw, 
and cleared any wood that was not 
allowing a piece of thin white card 
to pass between barrel and stock, 
down to the King screw stud. The 
result, a Stirling Semi Automatic 
that can almost shoot as well as my 
B.S.A. |nternational Target rifle 
costing ten times the price of my 
little baby. 

The new Stirling, at first glance, 
differs little from the 20s model, 
but on inspection | found the stock 
improved a little in look, and 
slightly in feel, The action is set 
about half an inch further forward 
giving a little more grip for the 
larger handed shooter, The chequ- 
ering is of higher quality, and the 
whole stock has a more classic look 
about it. 

There is a marked improvement 
in the open sights. The front hood 
has been omitted and a very sleek 
ramp with elongated bead sight 
looks good. 


The rear sight is 100% improve- 
ment function-wise (though still 
made from that soft alloy), It has 
both windage and elevation which 
unfortunately has to be adjusted 
with a small screwdriver, but that is 
no real worry to an open sights 
shooter who knows his zero. 

The trigger guard has been re- 
designed and adds much to the 
overall look of the rifle. The cheap 
look has gone from the Stirling. 
The only thing that spoils the over- 
all looks is the 15 shot magazine 
sticking down, but | see by the 
pamphlet enclosed with the rifle, 
there are three sizes to be had — 6 
shot, 10 shot and 15 shot. Another 
excellent feature of this weapon is 
the availability of parts, also at 
comparatively low cost. 

Now to performance. Despite 
not being bedded and only having 
the one screw holding the two 
major parts together she handled 
most ammo well. 

| test fired two hundred and fifty 
rounds of an assortment of five 
brands. Namely Eley Civic True 


Blue, H.V., Eley Club and Match 
target ammo, which for those who 
do not know, is low velocity. 

Of course the best groups were 
obtained with target ammo which 
would be expected at the price one 
has to pay for it. But all groups 
would close up a little more with 
bedding, and cut down the amount 
of fliers. All the 10 shot groups 
were shot on the same zero. 

The group that | shot with open 
sights | used six sighters to zero. 
With no guage on the rear sight it’s 
a case of trial and error until satis- 
fied with point of impact. 

A point that must be mentioned 
also, is that in 250 rounds | had no 
jams, no misfires, or any other 
malfunction. | don’t know if the 
angle of the flash deflector has been 
altered at all, but | took mine off 
my Model 20s because every once 
in a while an empty case would re- 
bound back into the breech and 
cause a jam — this did not happen 
with the 2000, 


Cont. page 72 
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A SCHMIDT — WHAT? 


— by Malcolm Clark — 





K31 seen from right side. 


You’ve all heard of Mausers, 
Springfields, Enfields, Garands, even 
Lebels and Arisakas and many 
others, all army issue in various 
countries at some time or other, 
you could most probably say which 
countries they come from, but 
what about Schmidt-Rubins? 

The Swiss army was issued with 
the Schmidt-Rubin rifle shortly 
before the turn of the century and 
through its successive models it was 
in service until 1957 when it was re- 
placed by the M57 Assauit rifle 
made by the SIG factory of 
Neuhausen, 

Schmidt-Rubins, in their latest 
guise the K31, introduced in 1931 
to replace the rear locking-lug 
model of 1911, is a powerful, well 
engineered and beautifully mach- 
ined weapon. It fires the 7.5 x 55 
cartridge which resembles the 7.62 
x 51 Nato or 308 Winchester 
cartridge and performs in a similar 
way. The exact ballistics can be 
found in the well known “Small 
Arms of the World” along with the 
complete history of the Schmidt- 
Rubin family of firearms, 

My purpose in writing this is to 
give a full description and illust- 
rate with some photographs, the 
more notable or unusual features. 

The K31 is 1.10 metres long, 
weighs 4.1 kilos and the barrel is 
6icm long, Original equipment 
includes a fully adjustable leather 
sling, fitted to the left side of the 
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rifle, a 5 shot detachable magazine, 
a bayonet and a brass clip-on 
muzzle cap. Unfortunately, I do 
not possess the bayonet but I know 
they are obtainable. 

The stock appears to be made of 
beech and is varnished over with 
clear lacquer. 


The sights are U-shape notch rear, 
adjustable for elevation to 1,500 
metres and square blade front, 
mounted on an angled dovetail so 
lateral adjustment is performed by 
moving the front sight backwards 
or forwards in the dovetail. 


The most interesting feature of 
this gun is the straight-pull bolt 
action, every component of which 
bears slight indentations caused by 
hardness testing, Out of curosity 
I was able to have the bolt face and 
lugs hardness tested and a diamond 
pyramid head was used giving a 








Close up of rear sight. Note clear sharp lines in keeping with Swiss precision 
manufacture, 
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you pull the ring at the rear end of 
the action and curn it 90° clock- 
wise where it rests in a short groove 
and there is no way the firing pin 
can move forward, It is slower than 
the flick type but it couldn’t be 
safer than it is. Also it is absolutely 
silent in operation. Obviously the 
action can be simply uncocked if a 
shot is not fired but, unless you 
turn the ring, the firing pin rests on 
the primer. hmmm! 






The bolt/receiver and rear sight area, 


reading of 170 kilos per square 
millimetre* (for you conversion 
fanatics who scem to forger the 
meaning of significant digits, that is 
241,777,99 Ibs per square inch.) 
This action functions best if oiled 
very little or not at all. It can be 
stripped without tools in under ten 
seconds, 

With the action closed, the first 
14mm of rearward movement on 
the bolt handle rotates the bolt and 
unlocks it while also cocking the 


firing pin. Pulling the bolt right 
act & Siher josh opens ne almost exactly the same as the one This particular rifle has been te- 


on my Smith & Wesson Highway chambered to fire the 308 Nortna 
Patrolman revolyer. The trigger Magnum cartridge in order to com- 
mechanism is the simplest you can ply at the time with French fire- 
imagine. To put the rifle on safe, arms laws which regulate and re- 
strict the use and ownership of mil- 
itary or ex-military calibers (9mm 


Bolt assembly as it comes out of the rifle (note ‘corkscrew’ bolt handle.) 


breech, and extracts and ejects the 
shell upwards, Pushing the handle 
forward will feed the next cartridge 
out of the magazine, chamber it, 
and rotate and lock the bolt. 
The French national military 
pentathlon team uses rifles specially 
made with a Hammerli barrel and 
this Schmidt-Rubin action for their 
rapid fire shooting (10 shots in 40 
seconds on the “C200” target with 
5em bull and 40cm aiming mark), 
the time saved by having only a pull- 
push action instead of the classical 
lift-pull-push-lock sequence, is 
made ayailable for better aiming. 
The trigger pull is two stage with 
a beautifully crisp release just under 
1,500 grams (3% lbs). It feels 
* Editors Note:— Hardness not being 
measured in kilos per square millimetre, 
pounds per square inch or whatever, we 
presume that the testing undertaken was 
converted to tensile strength which would 
be more appropriate to the figures quoted. 








Head on view of Schmidt Rubin and Mauser bolt faces. Note split lug on Mauser. 
(The slot is to allow passage of the ejector.) 
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parabellum, 45ACP, 7 x 57, 8x 57, 
30MI, 308 NATO, .223 etc. and 
also the Swiss 7.5 x 55 cartridge). 
The way round that is, if possible, 
to rechamber for a cartridge with a 
larger boilerroom and the same 
bore — alternatively you have to re- 
barrel. Silly isn’t it? 

So we can end up with a rifle 
which fires a much more powerful 
cartridge than it did originally. The 
only problem is the size of the car- 
tridge: the magazine can only take 
three rounds because of the extra 
girth, and the overall length for use 
in the magazine must be kept down 
to 78mm instead of ghe normal 
82.5mm for the Norma cartridge. 
Full-length cartridges have to be fed 
in one by one, 

The ballistics of the 308 Norma 
Magnum are also identical to those 
of the 300 Holland & Holland and 
the 300 Winchester Magnum, The 
Norma figures are 180 grains at 
3100 fps (11.664 grams at 944.54 
metres per second) for a muzzle 


energy of 3818 fe.lbs. (530.38 kilo- 
gram metres). 

I have used most bullet weights 
and shapes available including 110 
grain carbine bullets and flat-nose 
30/30 bullets, all 
accuracy. Some of my best groups 
were shot with the Sierra 220 grain 
round-nose (with 4.25 grammes of 
Tubal 8 powder) and the groups 
were from 1% to 2 MOA (remem- 
ber, open sights). 

When fired with a full load be- 
hind the 220 grain bullet, recoil 
becomes quite noticeable and the 
solid steel butt plate is of little help 
in making it less felt. 

If 1 could lay my hands on an- 
other K31, I'd buy it and leave it 
standard to fire the 7,5 x 55 cart- 
ridge which is a lot more comfort- 
able to use. It is a very well made 
gun by any standards, I don’t know 
whether ‘sporterizing’ would make 
it look a little prettier but I’m not 
about to try it. My next rifle? 
Until 1 can buy a Ruger M77, I'll 


with good 





Bolt assembly dismantled. It can be stripped in ten seconds flat. 
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TRANQUILISER 


For the remote injection of 

animals for immobilisation, 

tranquilisation or treatment of 

¢ Deer, brumbies and scrub cattle 
‘or goats — where treatment or 
capture of individual animals 
could otherwise require yarding 
an entire herd or injury and stress 
to the target animal. 

* Savage or stray dogs, runaway 
horses, cattle, escaped 200 
animals where danger of 
ficochet, public reaction or value 
of animal being shot. 

* Wild animals: For capture, re- 
location, tagging, monitor or 
veterinary treatment of 
endangered species. 


INJEK* SYRINGES — THE 
ONLY AERODYNAMICALLY 
DESIGNED TRANQUILISER 
DART — CAN BE USED IN 

ANY IMPORTED 
TRANQUILISER GUN 

RAPID TRACKING, LOW 
COST VHF TRANSMITTER 
PARTS, DARTED ANIMALS 

CAN BE TRACKED IN DENSE 
BUSH OR AT NIGHT 


Munutactured and Distributed by 


HILLVER PRODUCTS 


A division of TETRA PHARMACEUTICALS PIL 
‘14 BRUNKER AD, GREENACRE, 2190 


NSW, AUSTRALIA 
OFFICE AND FACTORY (02) 708-1257 





probably get another couple of mil- 
itary jobs like a 98K converted (re- 
barrelled) to 358 Norma Magnum, 
a 98K converted to 7 x 64 (another 
good all-round cartridge), and a 
Garand in 30-06. 

I never shot anything but paper 
while 1 lived in Europe and I'd like 
to try my hand at some pig shoot- 
ing — it’s just a question of getting 
to know somebody who could take 
me along. Till then my paper 
targets are just going to be “deader” 
than anyone else’s, being shot with 
all these large cartridges. ® 





|BTURATION 


— by Malcolm Bone — 


If you were to look up this title 
in your dictionary, and find it listed, 
then you have a good dictionary. 

To those of you who have cheap 
dictionaries like mine which don’t, 
the word ‘obturate’ means “‘to stop, 
to close, — as in a gun breech, to 
prevent the escape of gas after 
firing.” 

Being more specific it refers to 
the physical transformation of the 
bullet in its first few millimetres ot 
acceleration from zero fps to 300 
or 400 tps. 

When you really get down to 
the finer details the base of the 
bullet moves before its front does, 
thus the bullet becomes shorter in 
length. 

Because neither lead nor copper 
is inclined to compress, then the 
diameter of the bullet must expand, 
especially at its rear, which results 
in it swelling out to completely fill 
(within reason) whatever space it is 
in, whether it be a chamber, a free 
bore section, or a barrel’s rifling. 

The following introductory in- 
formation was provided by Stan 
Prior, who wrote ‘Ears’ for us in 
Edition 2:- 

“Since we can’t sit on a grain of 
powder and watch what goes on in 
the firing process with pressures of 
between ten and fifty thousand 
pounds per square inch, everyone 
has his own pet theory, as to what 
takes place. The only scientific way 
is to test each theory to prove it 
right or wrong. 

As in most of the shooting 
business, it has all been done before 
by at least one man. His name is Dr. 
Franklin W. Mann of Milford, 
Massachusetts U.S.A. He was a 
wealthy medic and very practical 
early ballistic scientist who made 
many assumptions about internal 
and external ballistics and then des- 
igned and set up tests lo prove or 


disprove his assumptions. His design 
of barrel testing rig “The Mann 
Rest” is still in use at the Govern- 
ment Arms factory in Melbourne. 

Fortunately, he recorded over 
one hundred and eighty experim- 
ents of the many hundreds he made 
and these are in his book, ‘The 
Bullets Flight first published in 
1909 and again in 1980 by the 
Wolfe Publishing Co. P.O. Box 
30-30 Prescott, Arizona 86302. 
Bob Moore of Brisbane, phone 
07 399 6832 may have local in- 
formation on the availability of this 
Classic book. 

One of Mann's often reported 
conclusions was that the best 
accuracy was obtained with BORE, 
repeat, BORE SIZED bullets. The 
most common reaction to this 
theory is “rubbish, the bullet will 
slide down the bore without spin- 
ning and the results would be hope- 
less. Gas cutting would occur and 
the bullet would be unbalanced." 

Factual results of tests recorded 
by Mann and discussed over several 
Pages indicate that all bullets, lead, 
alloy, and jacketed are expanded 
under propellant pressure before 
the bullet moves. This is called the 
“putty plug’’ theory in that the 
base of the bullet moves under high 
pressure before the front of the 
bullet moves, and thus expansion of 
the projectile occurs to fill the 
grooves. This also explains why 
leading occurs when pressures go up, 
whatever lubricant is used. 

Admittedly, nearly all tests 
were dane with full charges and the 
only exception to expansion was a 
solid bronze bullet. Mann contended 
thal forcing an oversized bullet into 
the grooves had to distort and un- 
balance the bullet. 

Considering the sirength of 
most bullet materials, Mann’s 
“putty plug’ theory is reascnable. 


The bullet acts like a lump of putty 
in filling the grooves under high gas 
pressures and no stripping occurs, 

The test results covered by 
Mann’s book includes work on bar- 
re! lengths right down to a few 
inches, so is applicable to pistol 
ballistics also, In the search for 
accuracy Mann did find the keys to 
the solution but the use is finally 
limited by accuracy in manufact- 
uring. 

A word of warning, “The Bullets 
Flight’’ is a reference book and not 
light reading, but a book to go back 
to when the spirit moves, 

To practically use Mann's 
results means an investment in 
custom built equipment, not the 
least of which is special chambering 
and cartridge loading gear. Not the 
average blokes cup of tea but there 
may be one enthusiast out there 
who can use the information." 


Long have | wondered how well 
the humble .22 long rifle bullet 
seals in a barrel when the rearmost 
95" of ils length, held by and in- 
side the case, is 0.20 less than 
groove diameter. In fact, a bullet 
pulled from its case and this base 
part inserted into the muzzle of a 
.22 barrel, will show that it no- 
where near touches even the top of 
the rifling. 

As Stan said,theories are made 
to be tested. 


The simplest way to obtain a 
chamber only in which to fire a 
cartridge, is to screw the barrel out 
of a revolver. From a Smith & 
Wesson K22 the bullet travels about 
an inch within the confines of the 
cylinder — adequate for the pur- 
pose even though less travel would 
have been better. 

After removal of the barrel | 
anticipated thal the bullet would 
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have very little velocity and hence a 
Brisbane phone book would be able 
to stop it. The first shot, with stan- 
dard velocity ammunition, proved 
this conjecture to be wrong, as the 
end result was not only an oblong 
hole right through the phone book, 
but a hole in the lawn as well. 

Knowing that water decelerates 
bullets at a very rapid rate, | next 
filled a bucket of water and fired 
into that. End result, a wet face 
from the splash, a leaky bucket and 
another hole in the lawn. 

Obviously underestimating the 

speed of the bullets, 2 session with 
the chronograph seemed to be a 
good idea. 
Knowing that this ammunitions 
velocity trom this gun with its 
6” barrel was around 910 fps, | 
assumed ts velocity from the 
chamber would be 400 to 500 fps 
at the most. How wrong — 730 fps 
was about average. 

Winchester Laser, 1150 fps 
from the barrel, was just aver 850 
fps from the cylinder. 
















Now back to the problem of 
catching the bullets unmarked. 


Well — that’s just what | have in 
the backyard — a well, and it finally 
came to be useful. 

| found a piece of downpipe a 
metre long, plugged one end with 
rag, and vertically suspended it 
from a plank across the well, in 
the water so that only one inch was 
above water. This | fired into from 
a distance of 6 inches, 

After some difficult aiming 
(without @ barrel) and a few 
splashes, the downpipe was re- 
moved, upended, and success — out 
rolled the bullets, unmarked from 
when they left the revolver. 

In the course of the testing, not 
all bullets were completely 
unmarked, some grazed the side of 
the downpipe and received shiny 
flat spots where they contacted. 

Anyone wishing to do the test 
for themselves, one relevant point 
springs to mind. When the cylinder 
is aligned and aimed correctly, 90% 
















1. Bullets from Eley Green Pistol, standard velocity, and fired out of a Smith 
and Wesson K22 cylinder. 


of the water that splashes upwards 
will go directly into the eye which 
does the aiming. 

Also, the amount of obturation 
is directly related to the quantity of 
water splashed. The bullets fired 
through the barrel (no obturation) 
hardly splashed at all, while the 
greatest obturators tested, the 
Bullseye .38 HBWC, from the 
chamber, seemed to toss up litres of 
water. 

The first bullets tested were 
from Eley Green Pistol Ammun- 
ition. These expanded from their 







origional size of 224", to .226" at 
the front where they would first 
engage the rifling, and .230' at 
their base where, had they been 
pulled from their case betore firing, 
they would have measured .205", 

Second photo shows bullets 
from Eley True Blue, a high velocity 
cartridge. The two on the left have 
expanded to .230" and .227" at 
their fronts and .245" at their 
bases. The nose portion is notice- 
ably shorter, but this has not occur- 
red because of deceleration upon 
entering the water. The bullet at 











2. Bullets from Eley True Blue. The two on the left were fired from a cylinder 
and the one on the right was fired from a barrel, 
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3. S&W K22 cylinder, muzzle end, showing that a live round (right) fits in easily, 
as does a recovered barrel fired bullet (center), but that a bullet fired from this 
cylinder (left), is now too large. 


Going deep now into assump- 
right was fired from the barrel at tionland, | assume that the crat- 
greater velocity and yet it shows no ering is caused by escaping unburnt 
measurable deformation from its powder. Refering to photo two, the 
deceleration in the water bases of the two on the left also 

This same bullet isin the centre show cratering but the barrel fired 
in photo 3 which shows that it will 
quite readily enter the cylinder, as 
will the live round at right. The 
bullet at left, one of the Eley Green 
Pistol, at 226" most definitely not. 

Photo four shows bullets from 
Winchester Laser. On the left Is a 
bullet pulled, with an impact puller, 
showing the reduced base. The ones 
on the right were fired from the 
cylinder. The larger base measured 
.330" and the smaller .246" while 
their fronts measured .229"'. Why 
the different obturation of the 
bases | don’t know. | expected to 
find different hardnesses of lead 
but when tested, they were the 
same. 

Also very noticeable is the re- 
duced nose’ section, especially on 
the one at right. The bullet in the 
centre was polished bright where it 
had been forced through the 
chamber — this was noticeable to a 
lesser degree on all chamber fired 
bullets. 

The base view of the right 
bullet shows large heavy cratering. 
{ guess when the base expands, so 
too does the size of the craters. 
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bullet on the right shows none at 
all! It shows slight damage where it 
glanced the downpipe, that’s all. 

Because base view, extreme 
right in photo four, shows all large 
craters and virtually no small ones, 
then | assume that only at the 
moment of exit does the unburnt 
powder get hurled against the 
base. 

| assume also that the propel- 
lant gas from the powder which 
has burned, instead of being a stat- 
ionary pressure energy, now 
becomes a weight-times-velocity 
energy. (The weight of the gas 
would be small but the velocity 
would be astronomical.) 

From observations later in this 
article, it appears that the energy of 
the high speed escaping gas acts on 
the bullet to cause obturation for as 
far as .625 of an inch after it leaves 
the chamber. 

To make this more credible, 
imagine a plug of soft putty or 
plasticine stuck in the end of an air 
hose. The air pressure is increased 
until the putty pops out. As soon as 
it is out, it is hit with a blast of air 
(even if the air supply was turned 
off) and this blast of air, because it 
is now moving at high speed, would 
deform the plug of putty. 


Cont. page 50 


4. Bullets from Winchester Laser. On eft is one pulled from case and the other 
two were fired out of a chamber. 
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Tam sure that Lever Arms 
Service Ltd. won't mind us 
running their advertisement as 
placed on a full page of the 
Canadian gun paper “The 
Gunrunner” of December 
1981. 

It seems more than a little 
incongruous to us to see an 
Australian made SLR available 
in Canada and retailing for 
$550.00, On current exchange 
rates that is just $400.00 
Australian, 

Canadian importers pay 
40% import duty on U.S. fire- 
arms although they probably 
wouldn't pay that much on 
Australian firearms. Even so, 
this would make the Aust- 
ralian governments _ selling 
price not more than $200.00. 

Afficiondos of SLR type 
firearms here are no doubt 
aware that the current going 
price for an Australian LIA] 
is to the order of $1000 to 
$2000. 

Obviously, the Federal 
Government didn't consider 
economics when this deal was 
formulated, 

Nor did they consider the 
great opportunity to enhance 
and consolidate our defence 
capability generally — at no 
cost to them, . 

Our armed forces have no 
hope in the world of de. 
fending Australia on their own, 
How much more formidable 
Australia would have been if 
these SLRs had stayed in 
Australian hands, even if only 
from the point of view of 
having a thousand or so more 
cilivians conversant with the 
use of them. 

Our government could learn 
a lot from the Swiss about de- 
fence. The Swiss government 
GIVES its surplus or outdated 
service rifles to its citizens. 

So what DID. the Federal Government consider? 


Ina nutshell, no matter how many fancy phrases and barristerical statements are proferred by the 
Department of Defence — for the PRIVATE ownership of OUR Australian made SLR’s as used by 
OURSELVES in OUR armed forces to defend OUR country, 


OUR GOVERNMENT TRUSTS THE CANADIANS BUT THEY DON’T TRUST US ! 
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LEAD BALLS 


—by JS. Andrew — 


The following tables have been 
compiled to help calculate the 
ballistic performance of lead shot, 
musket balls, cannon balls or any 
spherical lead projectiles that the 
shooting enthusiast is likely to use. 

Table I shows the relationship 
between diameter, weight and sec- 
tional density (S.D.) for most of 
the popular size lead balls in use, 
and a few less popular ones too. 
The weight of the balls shown are 
calculated for pure lead and would 
be a shade heavier than common 
alloys containing tin and/or 
antimony. 


Table 2 has been compiled using 
a diameter of 0.466 inches as the 
“standard projectile” instead of the 
one pound weight,-1 inch diameter 
pointed projectile used as standard 
in Ingalls’ Tables. 


“Hatcher’s Notebook” shows that 
e “form factor” (which relates 
he wind cutting efficiency of a 
‘ound « projectile to the standard 
jointed one in Ingalls Tables) of a 
lead ball changes as the ball goes 
hrough different velocity zones. 
‘able 2 takes this into account and 
lows the basic source of inform- 
tion, which is Ingalls tables, to be 
sed more easily. 


woo sae 


ees 


Slight variations in weight, be- 
cause of unknown density of lead 
alloys, isn’t the only impediment to 
getting absolutely accurate results 
when calculating from the tables. 
Table 2 also allows a bit of error to 
creep in as it’s only an adaption of 
he widely known Ingalls’ Tables 
which aren’t really designed for use 
with spherical projectiles. 








“Ballistic Coefficient” can be 
overlooked as all balls have the same 
“form factor” at a particular vel- 
ocity so S.D, is adequate and simpler 
to use when modifying the figures 
in Table 2 to suit various sizes of 
lead ball. 

Although Table 2 lists velocity 
from 2100ps down to 100ps, the 
table’s accuracy is not adequate to 
trace a balls flight through this full 
However, the 
tables accuracy for a flight of up to 
say 200 metres within the velocity 
limits of the table, should be quite 
reliable for 


range of velocities. 


practical purposes. 
To find remaining velocity when 
muzzle velocity, diameter, and 


distance to the target are known, 
use the following steps. 

First see what S.D, corresponds 
to the lead balls diameter or weight 
in Table 1. Then multiply the 
Range by .100 (the Standard ball’s 
S.D.) then divide the result by the 
S.D. of the ball in question. 





The result of this calculation is 
then added to the range figure in 
column B of Table 2, corresponding 
to the MV in column A. 

Next find where this increased 
range number comes to further 
down in column B. The velocity in 
column A, corresponding to the 
increased range number, is the 
remaining velocity. 


Working out the muzzle velocity 
necessary to give a certain remaining 
velocity when the diameter of the 
ball and the range are known, 

This is the same problem as 
above but in reverse. The range in 
yards or metres is increased or de- 
creased in proportion to the S.D. of 
the ball then subtracted from the 
range figure in column ‘B’ or ‘b’ 
corresponding to the remaining vel- 
ocity in column ‘A’ or ‘a’, The 
reduced figure in column ‘B’ or ‘b’ 
then corresponds to the muzzle 
in column ‘A’ or_‘a’, 





‘Shooters using Ball firing caplock replicas need to take more trouble with 





windage and elevation than when using a modern rifle. The tables in this article 
should enable them to work out all they need to know providing they have 
access to a chronograph to check muzzle velocity. 
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To get the same result in metric TABLE 2 
values use columns ‘a’ and ‘b’ right 
through the whole process. 


Compiled for a standard lead ball of .466 inch diameter and a $_D. of 0.100. 


} Ballistic Velocity Range Time Range 

Notice how every second number Coefficient (Feet per sec.) (Yds.) (Seconds) (Metres) 
in columns ‘B’ ‘C’ and ‘b’ is in 2100 Fr 0.0 0.0 640.1 
brackets. These bracketed numbers i (0.013) (8.3) 
are just the increments from one un- 2000 . 0.013 83 609.6 
bracketed number to the next. : (0.015) (8.6) 

To illustrate the purpose of the 1200 e es is aa 
bracketed numbers, say you want 1800 , oD oa 548.6 
to find the Yardage number in the INGALLS c (0,018) (9.4) 

‘B’ column corresponding to a | «e.g 97, 1700 J 0.061 : 518.2 
velocity of 1050fps which is half ? . (0.020) 
way between a pair of consecutive 1600 Bue ; 487.7 
velocitys in column ‘A’; The 1500 ; nat 4572 
number you're after is simply the i? (0.025) : ie 
118.3 next to 1100fps plus half of 1400 0.129 
(25.7). The bracketed numbers in r (0.031) 
the ‘C’ and ‘b’ columns should also 5 0.160 
be proportioned out in the same : ee 
way to find values between those INGALLS (0.046) 
listed, “C” = 0.059 . 0.238 

Finding how far a lead ball will x rete 
travel between starting at a known Xs (0.098) 
muzzle velocity and slowing to a : 0.410 
specified remaining velocity. 4 (0.138) 

0,548 

Look up what ‘BY or ‘b’ column : (0.190) 
values correspond to the MV and J 0.738 
RV, Then subtract the smaller of J (0.255) 
the numbers from the larger. The me rae 
remainder from the subtraction is ; ey 
the actual distance our standard a (0.241) 
ball of .466 inch dia. and S.D, of 418, 1.590 
100 would go. The ball in 2. (0.294) 
question will go a distance proport- N F 1.884 
ional to this according to its S.D. INGALLS 49 oo) 

For example a ball with an S.D. | “C”= 0.050 r (0501) 
of .200 would go twice as far, and 300 : 2.775 
another with a S.D. of .050 would x (0.465) 
go half as far. 266.2/3 : nee 

As mentioned earlier, don’t place 233.1/3 : Se 
too much faith in predictions that . (0.739) 
involye ball travel of more than 200 ; 4.558 
about 200 metres. This limit is gen- f (0.827) 
erous enough when making pre- 55. 5.385 
dictions for practical use anyway, g (070 

Finding the maximum range es 
where a lead ball projectile can oe 7.888 
cause danger is beyond the scope of i (2.017) 


this article. A recent edition of the i 9.905 
American Rifleman had an inter- 
esting article on this. A good rule 
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TABLE 1 
Name Diameter Weight Sectional Weight Diameter 
inch grams Density grams mm 
“Dust” 0.040 0.1 0086 0.0065 
Shot No. 12 0.050 0.19 0107 0.0123 
Ce ere 0.060 0.32 0129 0.0207 
ads ina) 0.070 052 0150 0.0339 
nee eG 0.080 077 0172 0.0499 
wah of 0.087 099 0187 0.0642 ‘ 
“8 Tor 0.095 1.29 0204 0.084 241 
ee ROK) 0.102 159 10219 0.103 2.59 
HS SS) 0.110 2.0 0236 0.130 2.19 
Ce 4 (OKC) 0.120 2.6 0257 0.168 3.05 
ce aie 0.128 3.11 0275 0.201 3.25 
Re S(US) 0.150 5.07 0322 0.329 381 
ee aie TCU) 0.143 44 .0307 0.285 3.63 
“Air Rifle” B 0.175 8.0 0375 0.518 4.45 
“ BB(US.) 0.180 88 0386 0.570 457 
“ BB(UK,) 0.161 63 0345 0.408 4.09 
“BBB 0.190 103 0408 0.667 4.83 
“AAA 0.203 12.5 044 0.810 5.16 
Keith Zerner’s 0.224 169 0481 1,095 5.69 
#4 Buck 0.240 208 0515 135 6.10 
#3 Buck 0.250 23.5 0536 152 6.35 
SsG 0.269 29.0 058 1.88 6.83 
Special $.G. 0.298 40.0 064 2.59 157 
#1 Buck 0.300 40.5 0644 2.62 762 
#0 Buck 0.320 49 069 3.18 8.13 
S.G. or 00 Buck 0.332 55 071 3.56 8.43 
LG, or 000 Buck 0.360 70 077 4.54 9.14 
“Standard” 0.466 152 100 9.85 11.84 
410 Gauge (67 Ga) 0.410 104 088 6.74 10.41 
32 Gauge 0.526 219 113 14.19 13.36 
28 Gauge 0.550 250 8. 16.20 13.97 
24 Gauge 0.579 292 124 18.92 14.71 
20 Gauge 0.615 350 132 22.68 15.62 
16 Gauge 0.663 437 142 28.32 16.84 
14 Gauge 0.693 500 149 32.40 17.60 
12. Gauge 0.729 583 1156 37.78 18.52 
10 Gauge 0.775 700 166 45.36 19.69 
8 Gauge 0.835 875 179 56.70 2121 
4 Gauge 1,052 1750 226 113.40 26.72 
0.350 64.4 075 417 9,89 
0.375 792 081 5.13 9.53 
0.433 122 093 7.91 11.00 
0.440 128 094 8.29 11.18 
SPEER 0.445 132 096 8.55 11.30 
PRODUCTION 0.451 138 097 8.94 11.46 
SIZES 0.454 141 097 9.14 11.53 
0.457 143 098 9.27 11.61 
0.490 177 105 11.47 12.45 
0.495 182 106 11.79 12.57 
0.530 224 14 14.52 13.46 
0.535 230 “115 14.90 13.59 
0.570 278 122 18.01 14.48 
MODEST’ 1.398 4103 300 266 35.51 
CANNON 1.864 1.39 Ib. 400 631 47.35 
SIZES 2.330 2.714 Ib. 500 1231 59.18 
i 21.725 Ib, 1,000 9854 118.39 








a 
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of thumb it came up with for shot 
sizes up to 00 Buck is, the maximum 
range is about equal to 80,000 
times the diameter of the pellets. 
This is for a MV of 1200fps and 
large changes in velocity are needed 
to make much practical difference. 

Larger balls aren’t covered by 
this rule of thumb but it’s reason- 
able to say musket balls won't go as 
far as elongated bullets of similar 
weight, and will stop much shorter 
than pointed bullets of the same 
calibre, However, heavy balls could 
give worse ricochet problems within 
their maximum ranges. 

Time of flight can be found in 
the same way as distance travelled 
between MV and RV as explained 
above. In this case the time ‘C’ 
column is used instead of the ‘B’ or 
‘b’ column. : 

Simply find the time values corr- 
esponding to MV and RV and sub- 
tract time at MV from time at RV 
to get the time in seconds our 
standard ball takes to make the 
journey. The time for other balls is 
proportional to their $.D. so divide 





Owen cons 


1, Gee 





Musket balls make impressive holes. 
Unfortunately they have to over- 
come a lot of air resistance on the 
way to the target, making 200 m. 
about the practical limit for tong 
range hits even by skilled shooters, 
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This photo shows a .44 cal 128 grain round ball, a 52 grain HPBT 224 cal 


projectile and an 85 grain SPBT 243 cal projectile. The circles around the rifle 
bullets show the approximate diameter of the lead ball necessary to equal them 
for Ballisic Coefficient at supersonic velocity, This illustrates fairly well that a 
practical size musket ball like the .44 cal shown, can't be expected to compete 
with modern bullet performance at long range, 


the time by the standard balls SD. 
of .100 and multiply it by the $.D. 
of the ball in question. 


Finding Drop from the Line of 
Departure is an important step in 
working out ‘Bullet (or ball) path” 
in relation to the line of sight or 
aim, which is what is really needed 
to know how to hit targets at 
various ranges. 

Now you have the means to find 
RV and time of flight (you'll need 
good data or a chronograph to get 
MV first of course), the following 
series of steps in calculation will 
give a usefully accurate figure for 
Drop. Even if you haven’t resorted 
to using an electronic calculator for 
the steps mentioned so far, you'd 


| better use one now. 


The steps are:— 
1, Divide RV by MV (metric or 
imperial units unimportant), 


4 2. Find the square root of what you 


get, 

3. Multiply by 2, 

4. Add 1, 

5. Multiply what you’ve got so far 
by time of flight (in seconds) 
squared, 
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6. Now for Drop in inches multiply 
by 64.35. Tf you want it in cms 
multiply by 163.44. 

If you're keen cnough to have 
come this far, you’ll more than like- 
ly know how to use a series of drop 
figures worked out for various 
ranges to compile Bullet Path 
figures for your favourite ball firing 
musket. 

Formulaes for this and other use- 
ful things like Kinetic Energy, 
and Wind Deflection are shown in 
the back of the Nosler Reloading 
Manual and clsewhere. Another 
useful formula is for $.D. which is 
found by simply dividing the 
weight of a projectile in pounds by 
its diameter (in inches) squared. 
This will allow you to work out the 
S.D. of balls of material other than 
lead, e.g. steel shor — if you're 
interested in really dismal ballistics. 

“Hatchers Notebook" is highly 
recommended as most of the raw 
material for this lictle production 
came from it, and there’s a lot more 
good ballistics stuff at the back of 
the book in addition to a good 
mixture of general firearms info. 
up front. Any shooter will find a 
lot that he’s interested in, ® 














Since the development and sub- 
sequent employment of tanks and 
armoured vehicles became a vital 
factor in any conflict, there have 
been myriads of solutions found to 
“opening’’ the vehicles without the 
owners permission. 

The cheapest and most econom- 
ical way to “open” an AFV 
(armoured fighting vehicle) is to let 
one or two men do it. Providing he 
has the right ‘key’, a solitary 
soldier can bust any known AFV. 

{ don’t intend to trace the whole 
train of anti-armour weapons dev- 
elopment but have selected three of 
the simplest systems — the 'Panzer- 
faust," the US M20 Rocket Laun- 
cher, and the Anti-Tank Systems 
FFV—550. 

Late in World War ||, when all 
was not well with Adoll’s thousand 
year Reich, the German Panzer- 
grenadiere (armoured infantry), as 
well as the Volksturm, were issued 
with thousands upon thousands of 
recoilless ant-tank bombs com- 
monly known as the Panzerfaust — 
literally ‘‘tank-fist’’. The Panzer- 
faust was extremely effective — 
probably due to the fact that the 
sighting range was 100 feet. You 
can bet your last peso that the 
designer never had to use his 
invention in combat himself. | 
shudder to think what the mortal- 
lity rate would have been amongst 
the operators. 

The Panzerfaust was so devast- 
atingly simple in design and oper- 
ation — and results — that it and 
the smaller model, the Faust 
patrone (“fist cartridge”) are worth 
looking at in some detail 

by 


PANZERFAUST 


The weapon comprises a tube, 
and a sheet-metal head which 
contains the explosive charge of 
TNT and Cyclonite and is of the 
semi-spherical hollow type. 

As you can see from the diagram 
the head is attached to a tube 
which contains a No. 34 detonating 
charge and the arming fuze. At the 
other end of the tube are four flex- 
ible metal tail fins which help stab- 
ilize the bomb during flight. Prior 
to launching, the fins are rolled 
around the tube and held in place 
by the launching tube. On exiting 
from the launching tube they spring 
out into place. 

The propelling charge is con- 
tained in the tube section of the 
bomb and is usually a composition 
of nitro cellulose and DEGN 

Firing the Panzerfaust is sim- 
plicity itself. The bomb and 
launcher are held under the right 
arm with the launcher supported by 
the left hand. The fuze safety pin is 


removed and the sighting rail 
snapped up into place. It forms a 
right angle with the tube, The lock 
is pushed forward until the striker 
is cocked and the release button 
appears. When the release button is 
pushed the projectile is discharged 
with almost no recoil. The prop- 
ellent fire stream is up to 2 metres 
long and constitutes some degree of 
danger from burns to the hands and 
face. The launcher tube is then 
discarded. 

Total weapon weight is approx- 
imately 5 kgms and the muzzle vel- 
ocity an agonizingly slow 45 m/sec. 

With the muzzle velocity as low 
as this, moving target success de- 
pended upon being so close that a 
miss was almost impossible, Ranges 
of twenty feet were common, and a 
lot of operators were hit with blow- 
back shrapnel. 

As you can see from the diagram 
the system lends itself to mass 
production and after World War II, 
was popular with the do-it-yourself 
disidents and home-brewers. 


propellent tube 





flexible tail fins 
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and a sheet-metal head which 
contains the explosive charge of 
TNT and Cyclonite and is of the 
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the head is attached to a lube 
which contains a No. 34 detonating 
charge and the arming fuze. At the 
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by the launching tube. On exiting 
from the launching tube they spring 
out into place. 

The propelling charge is con- 
tained in the tube section of the 
bomb and is usually a composition 
of nitro cellulose and DEGN. 

Firing the Panzerfaust is sim- 
plicity itself. The bomb and 
launcher are held under the right 
arm with the launcher supported by 
the left hand. The fuze safety pin is 


removed and the sighting rail 
snapped up into place. It forms a 
right angle with the tube. The lock 
is pushed forward until the striker 
is cocked and the release button 
appears. When the release button is 
pushed the projectile is discharged 
with almost no recoil. The prop- 
ellent fire stream is up to 2 metres 
long and constitutes some degree of 
danger from burns to the hands and 
face. The launcher tube is then 
discarded. 

Total weapon weight is approx- 
imately 5 kgms and the muzzle vel- 
ocity an agonizingly slow 45 m/sec. 

With the muzzle velocity as low 
as this, moving target success de- 
pended upon being so close that a 
miss was almost impossible, Ranges 
of twenty feet were common, and a 
lot of operators were hit with blow- 
back shrapnel. 
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production and after World War II, 
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propellent tube 





\ ? 


flexible fail fins 


sz Lock Stock & Barrel, Jan - Fen 1982 





The US M20 Rocket Launcher 
is not quite as simple as the Panzer- 
faust. The additional refinements, 
however, are more than worth their 
weight in gold. 

The M20 3.5 inch R.L. was the 
consequent development of the 
principles behind the rifle grenade. 
The infantry had a need to project 
an explosive charge further than a 
rifle could ‘throw’ a grenade, and 
the charge had to be large enough 
to disable a medium tank of the 
day, and break concrete bunkers 
when the need arose. Ideally the 
weapon should be able to be fired 
by one man, and light and small 
enough to make it readily portable. 

Obviously, the ‘Panzerfaust’’ 
system was not able to meet all the 
designed criteria, particularly in 
regard to effective range, rates of 
fire, and accuracy. To get the de-- 
sired characteristics, the design 
team set about producing a 
shoulder fired, recoilless, smooth- 
bore, breach loaded weapon. The 
“'Bazooka’’ was born, 


Loaded and ready to fire! 


3-5inch Rocket Launcher 


To aid in portability the alimin- 
ium launching tube is made in two 
pieces that clip together, by means 
of lugs, for carrying, and screwed 
together for firing. As shown in the 
diagram, the launcher has a prom- 
inent shoulder stock and flanged 
ends, that distinguish it from more 
modern anti-tank weapons. 
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M20 


Firing of the rocket projectile 
is accomplished by an electrical cur- 
rent produced by pulling the trigger. 
The length of the M20 in the firing 
position is five feet and it weighs 
13 Ibs. 

Calibre is 3.5 inch or 87 mm and 
the rocket has a velocity of 150 m/s 
and an effective range of 180 m. 
Rate of fire is about 10 rounds per 
minute with a good two man crew, 
and the HEAT (high explosive anti- 
tank) round will penetrate 10.75 
inches of armour at 0° obliquity. A 
WP (white phosphorus) round is 
also available. 

The US 2.36 inch (71 mm) 
rocket launchers M9, M9A1 and 
M18 use the same principles but are 
not as powerful of course. 

The M20 has almost become a 
collectors item, although it is still 
used to some degree in the South 
Americas and the African continent, 

In line with the infantry’s need 
to be able to effectively engage 
A.F.V.s and other hard targets, and 
bearing in mind the deficiencies of 
the two systems we have already 
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Introducing “Boney”. That was 
not his real name but it is close 
enough, very close indeed. 

I looked up from an Holland & 
Holland that was one of a pair that 
came down from the back country 
every two years for a dismantle and 
clean — even Holland’s glorious 
workmanship could not prevent the 
intrusion of the talcum-powder fine 
dust from this particular property 
—at the sound of a “Gooday ‘Erb.” 

1 looked up as I have just said 
and saw firstly an infectious grin 
that seemed to light the dreary shed, 
then behind that grin and angular 
face, almost Belsen-thin, a pair of 
mischievous twinkling eyes that 
matched the grin. 

“Would you happen to have a 
hammer to fit this old soldering 
iron of mine,” he said, producing 
from a sugar bag the two sections 
of a decrepit old Belgian DBBL 12. 
“T could make one at work, but I’ve 
just started holidays and I’ve got no 
gear at home.” 

I later learned that Boney could 
not only have made the hammer — 
he could have made the gun, he was 
a rare and special person, an eccen- 
tric genius. 

He was a master craftsman in 
wood and metal; his knowledge of 
electronics was, at a much-later 
date. to get him a very senior staff 
position at one of the major coal 
mines in the State. But unhappily 
Boney was totally unreliable. Had 
he been offered fifty pounds per 
week to drive a nail in a certain 
fence at a certain time once a day 
he would have become interested in 
something else and failed in the 
commission. 


He was totally without morals, if 
you were his friend — thank God I 
rapidly became one — everything he 
had was yours; and he was as the 
old men used to say, “A good man 
to ride the river with,” 

If you were his enemy then 
everything you had was his and it 
was not only unwise to cross him, it 
could be actually dangerous. 

He used to say “Never let a few 
stone worry you ‘Erb, there will 
always come a dark night and a 
fence with a loose paling, but re- 
member only a bloody amateur 
uses the flat — use the edge ‘Erb — 
use the edge.” 

Boney called everybody ‘Erb. 
He said it was too much trouble to 
remember names and people could 
be offended if you failed to intro- 
duce acquaintances. He used to say 
“Erb meet ‘Erb” and turn straight 
back to what he was doing — it was 
damn good thinking. 

It is a great failing of mine — the 
inability to remember names, And 
when two customers meet in the 
shed I can’t very well say, “I know 
I've built you about four rifles, and 
1 know you in the green sweater 
have been coming here for twenty 
odd years — now just what are your 
names?” 


You can well imagine their re- 
action — “So this is all we matter to 
him”. I know all about them — 
where they shoot, what they shoot, 
what they drive, how they shoot, 
but not their bloody names. 

But back to Boney, whose act- 
ivities could fill a book and the one 
I am about to describe, while not 
by any means the most humorous, 
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was typical of his agile and devious 
mind. 

Boney and I both kept ferrets, 
they are a marvelous way of getting 
onto properties where shooters 
were about as welcome as Mal 
Frazer would be at a meeting of 
Storemen & Packer 

As we both possessed a certain 
degree of mechanical skill we could 


executives. 





almost invariably detect some 
mechanical contrivance on the pro- 
perty that needed a little attention. 

Being helpful, humanitarian souls, 
with no thought of personal benefit 
we would be only too glad to... — 
you can well guess the rest, Very 
rarely indeed did we fail to acquire 
yet another place where firstly shot 
guns only for the rabbits that 
escaped the pets, then rimfires for 
the rabbits among the boulders that 
could not be ferreted, then after 
some considerable time when the 
land owner would be allowed to 
hear our talk about the non-pene- 
trating, non-tichocheting, ultra-high 
velocity .22 rifles we used and 
“Bob's your Uncle”, 


Damn it all, my story is supposed 
to be about Boney and the Pom but 
I suppose if I hadn’t mentioned my 
excuses for having kept ferrets, the 
boys might have wakened up to the 
fact of just how terrible a shot I 
was. 

Now, back to Boney & The Pom. 

The Pom must have had someone 
who loved him —I don’t know who. 
It certainly wasn’t me. It most 
certainly wasn’t Boney. It appar- 
ently wasn’t the majority of my 
customers. In those days when I 
got back from the swamp on Satur- 
day morning there would generally 


be three or four awaiting my return 
and the numbers would build up 
through the morning. A lot of 
these lads would be fellow shooters 
who had been working other parts 
of the swamp and would drop in on 
their way home to compare notes 
on the respective flys, our kills, and 
the conditions of the swamp etc. 

The arrival of the Pom with his 
inane interjections and his endeav- 
ours to exhibit, or should I say 
parade, his non-existent knowledge 
(he apparently had read a few 
shooting magazines but I doubt 
that he’d ever seen a sag*) would 
soon send these happy hunters out 
of the shop and on their way. My 
customers would complete their 
business as soon as possible and 
leave me with the pest. 


Boney had obviously seen my 
glazed look because he winked at 
me and repeated the invitation. 

I then thought “oh my God — 
Poor Pom.” 

l won’t bore you with any details 
of how, when and where, but we 
did arrive next day at a large 
warren on the side of a very steep 
hill, indeed a very, very, steep hill. 

We had our carrying boxes with 
three ferrets and a box of some 3 
dozen nets, and Boney had a dog — 
a cattle dog — and what a dog. 

This dog did not like anyone or 
anything — it did not like me, it did 
not like ferrets, it did not like 
rabbits, it did not like cats, it did 
not show this dislike of ferrets 


because while it was still a pup 
Boney had wisely introduced it to a 


THE 


When our guest proved beyond 
doubt his utter ignorance of the 
game by not saying “What the hell 
are you putting the ferret at the top 
of the warren for — and to hell with 
sitting over a burrow — I don’t 
want an armful of goanna, Joe 
Blake, fox, or what have you,” 

I thought, “Boney knows whats 
in here and its not going to be a toy 
teddy bear, so serve the silly 
braggart right.”? 

Soon after, the beautifully 
designed little killing machine goes 
through his usual ritual of having a 
little dance around Boney with his 
tail fluffed up in apparent rage and 
Boney grabs him and rolls him in 
the grass as though he was endeav- 
ouring to iron him out even thinner 
than he was, then picks him up to 





His one great ambition was to go 
ferreting with Boney and I and our 
great ambition was to see that he 
didn’t. 

You can well imagine my horror 
then when one Saturday morning, 
when the Pom was waxing eloquent 
over some mighty foray among the 
squires pheasants “back oom”, to 
hear Boney say, “Like to come out 
to-morrow with us and have a go 
at our underground mutton?” 

I sat stunned. Either the Pom 
had become a ventriloquist, Boney 
had gone completely insane, or I 
had suddenly developed the worst 
case of tinnitus that any of the 
E.N.T, (Ear, Nose & Throat) boys 
had to deal with since they left the 
cloistered halls to do battle with 
the sick, lame and lazy! 


ferret and the cattle dog had a good 
memory. This dog was unique in 
that it was probably the only 
thing that I knew, animal or human, 
that did not like Boney. 

Now, we are at the warren. 


I walk to a very large hole at the 
base of a mass of burrows but 
Boney waves me away. We net the 
holes up top and I again approach 
this lower hole with my box of 
eager beavers, but Boney intercepts 
me and says to the Pom. “We 
haven’t enough nets for all these 
holes so we would like you to wait 
crouching at this hole and grab any 
rabbits if they should come out and 
put them in this bag.” (We had 
enough nets to treble net every hole 
there, bur I knew Boney well 


* Sag is a rushes type plant which Rough not to poke my nose in 


grows in freshwater swamps. 


unless I was asked). 
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— by Don Macara — 


be fondled whilst the supposedly 
ferocious creature is patting and 
pawing his hand and licking away at 
his fingers. (We always handled our 
ferrets from their infancy, taking 
them out of the cages and playing 
with them — any that did not 
respond to this treatment we did 
not keep — a savage ferret is a 
liability, not an asset). 

After this byplay the top net is 
lifted and the rabbits nightmare 
glides from sight. The usual thund- 
ering soon follows, but not nearly 
to the extent one would have 
expected. I suddenly recognise the 
sounds from below and realise why 
the blasted cattle dog is racing to- 
wards the bottom burrow — I open 
my mouth to shout to warn the 
Pom but too late —. 

Cont. page 73 
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The Fieldrifle Event 
and the 1981 A.C.T. 
Cham pionships mana 


Fieldrifle Shoots are held by many| 
rifle clubs throughout Australia. They, 
aim, under rifle range conditions, to| 
improve the hunter’s performance by, 
simulating the positions most often used| 
in the field. 

One of the real satisfactions of taking] 
part in these shoots is the noticeable 
improvement in a shooter’s performance, | 
both on the range and in the field. Then| 
there’s the bonus of the social contact 
which is a feature of all rifle and gun) 
clubs — that bringing together of a wide 
variety of people, with the common 
interest of shooting, and a strong desire 


to improve both their own and their}~ 


rifle’s performance. 


Fieldrifle competition is a purely Aust-| 

ralian sport. The late Harry Madden of| 
Queensland, was largely responsible for 
its development. The first National) 
Championships were held in Canberra in 
1972 in Harry Madden’s presence — 60) 
shooters took part in the event. 
Separate competitions are held for 
Centrefire and Rimfire rifles. The Centre- 
fire rifles can be of any calibre, and can 
be of any safe action; bolt, lever, slide, 
automatic or single shot. They should 
not weight more than 4.6 kilos, including 
all accessories, such as telescopic sights 
and sling. 

The Rimfire rifle can also be of any 
safe action, except that they must be 
chambered only for the .22 long rifle 
rimfire cartridge, and not weigh more 
than 4 kilos, including scope and sling. 
Only one rifle is allowed to be used 
during the firing of all positions in any 
one class, for any one competition. In 
other words, a competitor cannot use a 
semi-auto rifle for the rapid fire stage, 
then switch to a bolt action for the re- 
maining three stages. 


























John Williams demonstrating field 
rifle off-hand position. 


BASIC FIELDRIFLE RULES: 

Centrefire Rifles: There are 42 rounds 

for a full match, and 21 rounds for a half 

match, fired in the following order: 

1, 12 rounds of rapid fire, in 4 series, 3 
shots in each series, to be fired in the 
unsupported (offhand) position, at a 
distance of 25 metres, time to be 
allowed to fire each series of 3 shots is 
15 seconds, and no more than 3 
rounds of ammo are to be loaded into 
a magazine at any time. Only the 
highest 10 shots are scored. 

2. 10 rounds single loading (one cartridge 
at a time), slow fire, in the standing 
unsupported (offhand) position, at 50 
metres. 
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3. 10 rounds, single loading, slowfire, in 
the standing with post rest position, at 
100 yards. 


| 4. 10 rounds, single loading, slowfire, in 


the kneeling or sitting with post rest 

position, at 200 yards. 
The time allowed to fire each 10 shot 
series in the last 3 positions is 15 minutes, 
or 7 minutes if a half matching using 5 
rounds is being held. 
Rimfire Rifles: For the rimfire event, the 
number of rounds to be fired, and the 
shooting positions are the same as for 
centrefire. The difference is that both 
rapid fire and the off hand slowfire pos- 
itions are shot at a distance of 25 metres, 
while the standing and sitting post rest 
positions are fired at 50 metres, 

Competitors are allowed to use spott- 


4 ing scopes to see where shots strike on 


the target, and riflescope adjustments can 
be made during a competition in both 
Centrefire and Rimfire sections. 

Targets as used at State and National 
Championships are either 2 single target 
cards, or one card with 2 targets with a 
minimum of 50 mm between the 5 rings 
of each target. The minimum size of the 
card is foolscap, and the colour is red on 
white. However, at local club level, 
frequently used targets are replicas of 
crows, rabbits, fixes, and other aminals, 
plus a wide variety of bullseye targets in 
various colours and sizes. This adds inter- 
est and makes it easier for the shooter to 
score, specially for new shooters. The 
centre ring is often much more clearly 
defined than on the official targets, and 
therefore much easier to hit. 

The rules that I’ve given here are from 
the official rules of the Sporting Shooters 
Association of Australia. There’s lots 
more detailed information which I have- 
n’t included because of lack of space, but 
the Fieldrifle Rule Book is available 


through the SS.A.A. Variations of the 
qules are often seen at local clubs, but 
the official rules are a good starting 
point. Frequently the 15 minute time for 
the various stages is reduced to 10 
minutes. Most shooters fire their shots in 
less than that time. It’s generally only at 
the Championships that one sees each one 
of those 15 minutes used. Great care is 
taken with most shots, and placement is 
checked with the spotting scope. 

So there it is— Fieldrifle competition. 
Many shooters of my acquaintance admit 
it is their first love. It certainly has some- 
thing to offer a keen shooter. 

Once a reasonable standard of prof- 
iciency has been obtained, then the 
shooter will venture forth looking for 
greater competition against which to pit 
his or her skills. 

This will probably start with compet- 

ition against other nearby clubs and can 
culminate with participation at State or 
National Championships. One such 
Championships recently held, was in the 
ACT, 
tm sure that many Australians, when 
they think of Canberra, have a picture in 
their minds of Parliament House, the War 
Museum, The Lodge, and all those pol- 
iticians and public servants doing rather 
boring though important jobs, but not 
much else besides. 
Well folks, I’ve news for all of you — 
there are living, breathing, firearms en- 
thusiasts and shooters by the score in the 
AC.T., plus one of the best and busiest 
rifle ranges in the land. 










October 1981 to take part in the A.C.T. 


hospitable and welcoming, and the range 
I journeyed there on the 25th of itself was really something. Roger report- 
ed that he’d learnt so much from his 


from the other 
Fieldrifle Championships, It was also my 
first visit as a member of the A.C.T. 
branch of the Sporting Shooters’ Assoc- 
iation of Australia. I'd heard lots about 
the set up there from Ron Owen, who 
competed in the 1980 State Fieldrifle 
Championships, and Roger Peine who was 
an entrant in the National Fieldrifle 
Championships which were staged at 
Canberra earlier in 1981. 

Both men possibly made history of a 
sort by shooting in the rimfire sections 
with Stirling semi-autos! They came back 
with the most favourable impressions of 
the A.C.T. club, the range, and their 
fellow competitors. Ron said he’d had a 
terrific time — the people who run the 
show there were just great. They were 


Monty Fox with the standing leaning on a post position. 
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Helina Williams shows how it’s done 








side of the post. 
fellow competitors — they were com- 
pletely generous in advice and encourage- 
ment. to him. This I had to experience 
for myself, so here 1 was — determined to 
at last make the journey north. 

An early morning reminder call from 
Telecom was the only way I'd ever wake 
at 3.30 a.m. on the first day of Daylight 
Saving. It was the start of what was to be 
a very long day, 

An hour later found us leaving in the 
dark, to sleepy looks from farm animals, 
Soon, in the pre-dawn light, we were to 
see black ducks rising from roadside dams, 
positively portly kangaroos leaving 
Bonang pastures, and further on towards 
Delegate River, just after Spring Gap, a 
huge mob of sleek ‘roos fled the rich 
pastures they'd been grazing for the 
safety of the Tingiringi Forest. A stray 
ewe with longtailed twin lambs scattered 
from the road as we sped by, and 
shadowy horses moved beneath spreading 
trees. 

Suddenly mountaintops emerged from 
the mists we’d been driving through, 
showing that strange pink color of early 
morning. Then, as we made a sharp turn 
on a rise, before driving down to 
Delegate*, there it was — the orange sun, 
newly risen above the mist, almost blind- 
ing in its intensity, and transforming 
everything with its light. (A reward for 
our early start!) 

* Delegate N.S.W., and the surrounding 
district was the scene of many large 
hare drives in the first years of this 
century. One drive, at Wallendibby 
Station, in October 1902, saw 708 
hares shot in one day. Another at 
Waliendibby, in June 1902, yielded 
534 hares. The highest number shot 
on that day by one man was 91. What 
a bag! 
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From page 37 

By 9 am, we'd reached Canberra and 
were heading out along Northbourne 
Avenue to where it becomes the Federal 
Highway. We turned off at Majura Road, 
and could see the shooting sheds of the 
Majura Range a short distance from us. 
There’s 2 variety of buildings — Bench- 
rest, Pistol, Shotgun, Fieldrifle, and more 
besides. The setting, thanks to recent 
rains, is one of green pastures, gums, and 
a large dam, complete with ducks. Tree 
covered hills form a backdrop to the 
range. The Fieldrifle shed is cool and 
deep, giving welcome shelter from the hot 
sun. 

John Williams, the colourful Fieldrifle 
Captain, (and the AC.T. Fieldrifle 
Champion in 1980), sporting a wide 
brimmed brown leather hat, and dark 
blue safari jacket and jeans, was on hand 
to greet me, and checked to see if [ could 
still go into the third squad. It was O.K., 
the first squad had only just started their 
Rapid Fire. I'd arrived too late to check 
my scope, but at least I was there, though 
tired from the early start, and the 
trip. 

I looked around me as I waited — lots 
of guys, but as far as I could see at this 
stage, only one other woman, [ also 
noted that the targets were red and white, 
two to a sheet, divided by a diagonal line. 
Fiye shots were to be placed into each 
bull (hopefully), except in rapid fire, 

it was six into each. : 























‘A few 10's in the pipeline here 
about to be released by Linda 
Walker, right, and Helina Williams. 
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whose names are known nationally. 





John Williams sitting resting on a post position. 


The numbers above the targets out on 
the range were very large and black, 
making them easy to see. Shouldn't be 
any firing into your neighbour's targets 
here! Yellow, and yellow and red flags 
were placed around the range, and they 
tustled in the light breeze. Combined 
with the green of the surroundings, and 
the brilliant sunshine, it was a sight to 
gladden the heart of any keen shooter, 
People I'd come to know through 
seeing their photos in other journals were 
all around me — lan Coombes, Tun 
Josslyn, Herb Valerius, John Patmore the 
reigning National Fieldrifle Champion, 
Paul Sunderland the former N.S.W, 
champion, and Dal Birrell who won the 
Fieldrifle Centrefire section at the 
Nationals in 1981. Kevin Mizon of S.A. 
was there, and a host of other shooters 





Monty Fox, the A.C.T. President was 
everywhere. Shooting, talking, organising, 
producing for the sitting post position the 
most luxurious set of mats I’m sure [ll 
ever see at a range. They really do spoil 
you at Canberra! 

T was to find out that there were in 
fact four women competitors at this 
years Championships. Halina Williams is 
John William’s wife. She is 32 years of 
age, and has 2 children. This was her first 
time as a competitor. At previous shoots 
she has been involved in the scoring of 
the targets. She still does this, but now 
competes as well. She said that John was 
keen for her to shoot. but while the child- 
fen were younger she hadn't felt she had 
enough time. Halina’s rifle is a Browning 
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T Bolt lefthand ‘22, and she uses Eley 
Club ammo. She is definitely going to 
continue with competitive shooting, and 
get in a lot more practice now that she’s 
started. 

Sue Smith competed in the National 
Fieldrifle Championships in Canberra in 
1981, and turned in a score of 317.1, 
which included 94.1 for sitting post. 
She's 36 and has 4 children. She says 
that her husband doesn’t shoot but has 
no objection to her taking part in the 
sport. She’s very keen, and shoots every 
Sunday, alternating between Benchrest, 
Ficldrifle, and Shotgun, She shoots with 
a Brno mode) 2, uses Remington target 
ammo., and her ambition is to own a .222 
and a shotgun. 

Linda Walker had just finished posting 
up scores when [ first spoke with her. 
Linda, who’s 34 said, “I always thought 
that | had an affinity with pistols. 1 
always wanted to have a go. I haye a 
friend who has pistols, and he brought 
me out and showed me what to do — the 
right way to handle them. J started doing 
quite well, I started in April, and went 
into competition about 6 weeks ago. In 
my first competition I came second. 
You're supposed to start off in D grade — 
1 went straight into C grade. I use a .38 
Smith & Wesson revolver. The match I 
compete in, called Centrefire, is the same 
format as Ladies match, which is shot 
with a .22 calibre pistol. I haven't got a 
.22 so | don’t compete in Ladies match — 
I shoot in the Centrefire match against 
the men.” 





Cont, page 39 





From page 38 

Linda also shoots in both the Rimfire 
and Centrefire Fieldrifle competitions. 
With her husband Brad she shot Centre- 
fire at the [981 National Fieldrifle 
Championships. Brad scored a total of 
342, and Linda was close on his heels 
with 340.1. Since then she’s been beating 
him, with the Sako .222 he bought her 
for Christmas. I don’t think he really 
minds though — shooting is obviously a 
shared interest. 

Brad has been shooting since he was a 
kid, and prefers to be out in the bush 
with his rifles. Linda does go out with 
him on hunting trips, and says that their 


freezer always has a lot of game meat in 
it. She said that when she first started 
shooting rabbits she was either missing, or 
not getting a clean kill. She stopped 
shooting them until she was. satisfied 
with her results at target practice, then 
went back to the hunting. If only more 
shooters would take this attitude we'd 
have less wounded game around. 

The rifles Linda uses are a Sportco .22 
with which she uses Federal Champion 
ammo., and a Sako .222. She's a left- 
handed pistol shooter, and a right-handed 
rifle shooter she says she has two 
trigger fingers! 

The Walkers, with their two children, 
aged six and seven, are moving from 
Canberra soon to a farm at Toowoomba 
in Queensland, and Linda will be joining 
a pistol club there. She said, “There's 
about three or four women, I think, in 
the pistol club — it’s a very active club 
apparently, all very keen, and the women 
go out during the week and have a 








practice.’”’” I guess that’s the equivalent of 
other women going out to have a mid- 
week game of golf or tennis. The women 
should do well as a result. 

After talking with Halina, Sue and 
Linda, I couldn't help thinking of 
women such as Patti Dench, Gloria Vause, 
and Libby Felton. Libby Felton became 
the first woman ever to win an Australian 
Queen’s Prize, when she won it in West- 
ern Australia in 1974. She repeated the 
achievement in the Queensland Queen’s 
Prize shoot in 1975. Gloria Vause 
dominated the womens’ pistol shooting 
championships from 1964 to 1974, while 
Patti Dench has had a remarkable climb 
upwards as a pistol shooter, since she 





Brad Walker trying out his rifle at the bench rest range — where the width of the 
smile is inversely proportional to the size of the group. 
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Helina and Linda comparing scores. 





took up the sport in 1975 at the age of 
43. 

The women with whom I'd been 
speaking at Canberra were all emphatic 
that there could be womens’ names 
amongst the top shooters — all we need 
is enough of them to compete, and the 
determination to demand and use the 
time needed to practice. Men take the 
time, but women are often made to feel 
guilty about it. Sue says this attitude of 
women has to change. Women have to be 
more forceful. She says that if they are, 
then quite often men will give in. Is she 
right? What do you guys think of that 
statement? 

Well, the Rimfire event had concluded. 
I had lots of time between the stages to 
talk and look around, as all of the three 
squads completed each stage before 
moving on to the next one. 

There was a lot of friendly mixing of 
competitors because of the time that was 
available, Brno owners compared notes 
and rifles — a bit like doting parents, 
but it’s a nice enough way to pass the 
time. Ammo was discussed interminably, 
it always is, There’s certainly plenty of 
atmosphere — from the characters 
themselves, to the sight of all the red and 
white targets which are stapled up outside 
the shooting shed. No names, so that if 
you didn’t do so well you can remain 
anonymous — just the shooting positions 
so at least you can recognise your own, 
and any other shooters whose position 
you've been able to remember. But it’s 


Cont. pege 67 
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MIROKU 600 


— by John Robinson — 


| remember, fifteen years or so 
back, when Miroku under and over 
shotguns first came onto the Aust- 
ralian market and began appearing 
‘on clay target ranges, 

The owners of Brownings etc. 
viewed the newcomers with mild 
contempt, as a cheap Japanese copy 
of the real thing. 

Time has proved who is the most 
enduring in the marketplace, and 
today clay target shooting is dom- 
inated by the Japanese made 
Smoothbores, if the number of 
shooters using them is any in- 
dication, 

In many parts of the world, clay 
target shooting is virtually a pro- 
fessional sport, with big money 
prizes being the reward for the 
costly exercise of shooting at scores, 
and sometimes hundreds, of clay 
targets In the competition. 

As clay target shooting is also an 
Olympic sport, there is a lot of 
prestige attached to the amateur 
side of the game. 

Over the last couple of decades, 
@ lot of effort and development has 
gone into guns especially designed 
‘for trap shooting. 

For those unfamiliar with the 
game, in Australian Trap there are 
five shooting lanes radiating from 
the traphouse. These lanes are 
marked in metreages from about 10 
metres lo 25 metres. These are 
handicap distances. 

The shooter moves to each lane 
‘in turn, moving from left to right. 
Lane 1 is on the left. When the 
shooter reaches Lane 5, he then 
Moves across to Lane 1. 
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The target leaves the traphouse Events such as Double Rise are 
at a fixed elevation but at a random shot where the shooter must shoot 
angle. Thus a hard lefthand target at iwo targets released simil- 
for a shooter on Position 1 will be taneously. In the Olympic trench 
travelling almost at 90° to the events, the targets travel faster, 
shooter. from several traps and travel in a 

Pips 


Le 











Doug Archer, experienced clay target shooter, scored well with the 6000 but 
found the comb of the stock to high for comfort. 
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random vertical path as well as 
horizontal. They are extremely 
difficult targets to hit 

Trap guns are specialised pieces 
of shotgunning equipment. All are 
12 gauge and that is about as far as 
the resemblance to field guns goes 
when it comes right down to the 
details, 


If the gun shot to point of aim, 
the shooter would always have to 
cover the target with the muzzle to 
jead it, which is not very good. 

The other way keeps the clay in 
sight at all times. 

The Miroku 6000 is the first of a 
new generation of Japanese made 
trap guns, and it will be interesting 


APG 


In Australia, the vast majority of 
shotgunners breaking clay targets 
do it with under and over shotguns. 
There are several good single barrel, 
and auto or pump action shotguns 
designed for clay target work, and 
in the U.S.A. in particular, such 
classics as the Winchester Model 12 
pump are considered very desirable 
for single barrel events. 

This situation does not prevail 
here, and few serious competition 
shooters are seen using other than 
under and overs. 

The basic specifications of an 
under and over gun are as follows 

The weight is usually substantial, 
at around 4 kg. The rigors of shoot- 
ing long strings of 12 gauge loads, 
even the relatively light target loads, 
start to tell on the shooter after a 
while, and a heavy gun will help 
soak up some of the recoil. 

The barrel length on a trap gun is 
usually either 76cm or 81cm. This 
gives a long sighting plane for the 
shooter and aids in promoting 4 
smooth swing and follow through 
on the targets. 

The stock on a trap gun has a 
high comb, usually a Monte Carlo, 
with the shooting eye positioned to 
look over the top of the rib. 

Many trap guns have two beads 
on the rib, one at the muzzle and 
one about half way down the 
barrels. The aim of this arrange- 
ment is to allow the shooter to 
automatically compensate for vert- 
ical lead on the rising targets. 

By positioning one bead on top 
of the other to form a figure 8, the 
pattern should be positioned on the 
target without the shooter having 
to consciously determine lead. 





to see how well the new design is 
received by trap shooters. 

Over the last decade or so, some 
manufacturers of specialised trap 
guns, namely Rottweil and Perazzi, 
have introduced target guns featur- 
ing very high ribs that cause a basic 
change in the configuration of the 
gun, from the shooter's point of 
view. 

The Miroku 6000 has followed 
this philosophy in its have a high 
rib and similar barrel/stock config- 
uration to these European guns 
which have enjoyed a considerable 
degree of success in international 
competition. 

The gun received for testing was 
marked as a Model 5000, but is 
being marketed by Fullers as the 
Model 6000, and later shipments 
will bear the 6000 indentification. 
| was surprised on opening the 
box, that the overall appearance of 
the 6000 did not reflect its over 
$1000 price tag. 


This impression was due to the 
virtual absence of engraving on the 
receiver, which was modestly decor- 
ated with a fine border of what 
looked like die stamped engraving 
around the action flats. In addition, 
execution of this engraving was a 
little irregular, and | found it 
disappointing in an up market trap 


gun of Miroku’s reputation. 

That small complaint aside, the 
rest of the unit was excellent. The 
oil finished walnut stock and the 
pistol grip and forend was more like 
it, as was the fitting of all wood to 
metal and metal to metal parts on 
the gun. 

Like most target guns made by 
Miroku, the 6000 is fitted with a 
single selective trigger which is 
recoil operated, and a non auto- 
matic safety. 

The operation of the trigger 
relies on the recoil of the first 
barrel to ‘set’ the trigger on the sec- 
ond barrel. This system is relatively 
simple and virtually eliminates the 
possibility of the gun ‘doubling’. 

The heart of the mechanism is 
an inertia block, which interrupts 
the sear engagement of whatever 
trigger has been selected as the 
second barrel. 

When the first barrel fires, this 
inertia block snaps forward, _re- 


Side view showing high rib and side checkering. 
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leasing the sear into engagement 
with the trigger. 

Without any literature available 
on the Model 6000, | will have to 
take a stab at the reasons for the 
change in design from the success- 
ful 3800 series Miroku’s, 

By elevating the rib to such a 
high level, about 14mm above the 
top barrel, and modifying the stock 
to suit, by straightening it out, the 
position of the barrels in relation to 
the shooter is lower than on the 
3800 series. 

This effectively drops the axis of 
the barrels to a point lower in the 
butt. The result is that recoil is 
more directed to the rear, with less 
vertical component than on a 
conventionally i 





Right side view with right barrel fired. 
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lever has dropped and inertia black (above coil springs) has engaged left barre! 





ably in terms of pattern density. In 
the days of card wads, a 70% 
pattern was considered a good full 
choke performance. 

In fact, it is still good full choke 


trap gun. 

This arrangement should produce 
less gun movement in recoil, and 
should minimise recoil disturbance 
for the second barrel. 

Like most shotguns of its type, 
the Model 6000 is choked moditied 
and full, with the top barre! being 
full choked. 
| did not have the opportunity to 
pattern the Miroku, because of lack 
of facilities to do so at the range, | 
consider this to be very important 
for anyone selecting a shotgun for 
either field or target work. 

It is essential to know where 
both barrels are shooting and how 
they are patterning. Since the 
advent of plastic wads, shotshell 


performance, but modern guns 
might be producing not 70%, but 
80% or 90% patterns at 35 metres. 

These look good on paper, but 
they reduce the effectiveness of 
both the gun and the shooter at all 
bul extreme ranges. 

In the absence of a pattern board, 
| had to be content with watching a 
couple of hundred targets broken 
with the gun, and taking it from 
there. 

{f the shooter is on the ball, and 
the ammo is OK, good hits on the 
clays, especially with the first barrel, 
will result in the target breaking 
into a lot of small pieces; literally 
being ‘dusted’ by being centred in 
the pattern. 

If all is not well, the targets will 
break into big pieces or only chips 
ily off, indicating that only the 
edges of the pattern are doing the 
work. 


The Miroku 6000 was shot in 
two sessions on the Sporting 
Shooters range at Seaham (New- 
castle). Ammo used was Eclipse all 
plastic larget loads and Winchester 
AA reloads. 

| had not busted any clays for 
guite a while, so | was ready to for- 
give the gun for any misses. Tne 


Cont, page 70 











The right sear immediately under top 
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FIREARM 
OWNERSHIP 


N THE 


| imagine the title of this article 
will cause a few blinks of surprise, 
as no doubt many readers have a 
mental picture of Soviet citizens 
living under oppressive circum- 
stances beneath the watchful eye of 
the KGB. 

Let us not get too carried away 
with how terrible it must be to have 
to live where a slanted media, 
government controlled, constantly 
bombards the people with propo- 
ganda, Maybe this impression we 
have of Soviet citizens comes as a 
result of propoganda directed at us 
by our media, we all know how 
very adept our media is at mis- 
representing the facts, 

Alex Kukhtenkov is deputy 
director of Raznoexport, the Soviet 
organisation which handles the 
export and distribution of the 
whole range of Soviet manufact- 
ured products, which covers almost 
everything from heavy machinery 
to advanced study text books (in 
English). 

Raznoexport held a trade exhib- 
ition in Sydney beginning on Nov- 
ember 25th with a cocktail and film 
evening especially for the firearms 
trade, which | was fortunate to be 
able to attend. Mr Kukhtenkov 
who had flown out a week prev- 
jously, especially for the exhibition, 
was in attendance to speak at the 
opening and during the following 
cocktail session mingled with the 
guests _and was generally freely 
available to all and sundry to ans- 
wer questions and provide first 
hand information. 

| button-holed him for almost an 
hour and we spoke not on trade 
promotion or economics but on 
Soviet life with firearms. 


U.S. 


Before readers jump to con- 
clusions that | was the recipient of 
a carefully prepared load of propo- 
ganda (see how the propoganda we 
receive makes us suspicious and un 
trusting) let me say that | didn’t 
tront him with a notebook and 
bombard him with awkward or 
pointed questions. The ‘interview’, 
if it could be called that, took the 
format of a conversation that | 
might have held with someone from 
another Australian State on their 
firearm laws. 

First question of course was — 
can Soviet citizens privately own 
firearms? Answer, yes — but only 
shotguns — private ownership of a 
firearm with a rifled barrel is pro- 
hibited, the only exception being 
professional hunters who are 
allowed to have a rifle. 

To obtain a shotgun, a Soviet 
citizen must join a hunting club and 
after a probationary period he can 
then obtain a licence (for about $5) 
and buy a shotgun which he can 
take home with him. 

lf he ceases to be a member of a 
club, then the local police (not the 
KGB) arrive on his doorstep to pick 
up his gun or issue him with (what 
sounded like) a revocation notice 
to, within a few days, hand his gun 
into a dealer: this is the same sit- 
uation we have here with pistol 
ownership. 

1 must admit in my ignorance 
that | hadn’t really expected to 
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as Related to Malcolm Bone by 
Alex Kukhtenkov, 


S.R. 


learn that Soviet citizens could own 
tirearms and | certainly had never 
considered the existence of Soviet 
firearm dealers. But when | think 
about it, one has to go with the 
other. 

Of course | then plied the ques- 
tion that, in the Soviet Union, 
which is well-known for its marks- 
men with rifle and pistol — is 
the sport of shooting rifle barrelled 
firearms confined to military 
personnel? 

“No,” replied Alex, as he pre- 
ferred to be known, (probably 
because no-one could pronounce 
Kukhtenkov properly) ‘there are a 
great many pistol and rifle shooters 
in the Soviet Union. A rifle club or 
pistol club member may buy a rifle 
or pistol and use it on the range but 
he may not take it home. Instead it 
is locked away at the club and only 
given to him when he wants to 


compete or practice with it.” 
Alex continued, ‘‘Of course, 
really top-class shooters are 


provided with the best firearms 
technology can provide and pro- 
fessional fitting to the individual 
shooter is also provided." 

One of the films shown at the 
exhibition was of hunting scenes 
using Soviet shotguns and depict- 
ing the bagging of Soviet game — 
ducks, foxes, bear etc. The film 
élicited a few wry grins from yours 
iruly as it was edited by someone 
who knew nothing about hunting. 
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DEAR CITIZEN OF VICTORIA 


DO YOU HAVE A RIFLE OR SHOTGUN 
IN YOUR HOME? 


For target shooting purposes? 
For that hunting trip? 

As a family heirloom? 

As a collector's item? 

As an investment or a hedge against inflation? 

As a possession in which you have a pride of ownership, even 
though you seldom use it? 





Because you feel, rightly or wrongly, that you and your family 
are safer because of its presence? 


If THE LABOR PARTY WINS THE NEXT STATE ELECTION, 
YOU MAY NOT HAVE YOUR FIREARM FOR MUCH LONGER. 


WHY? 


BECAUSE LABOR'S NEW POLICY PROVIDES THAT YOU MAY NOT HAVE 
A FIREARM EXCEPT IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES, E.G., MEMBERSHIP 
OF A GOVERNMENT APPROVED GUN CLUB, BEING IN AN OCCUPATION 
WHERE FIREARMS ARE ESSENTIAL. ONLY WHEN YOUR SHOOTING 
PURSUITS REQUIRE IT, WILL YOU BE ALLOWED TO OWN MORE THAN 
ONE FIREARM. 
In addition, you will have to: 











1. "guarantee" security of your firearm (which may well mean 
leaving it at your Club range or at a Government Arms Store) 
so that you never have it in your home; 


2, register your ownership of that firearm with the police; 
3, re-register it annually and re-establish annually your need to 
keep it and, of course, be taxed an annual fee for the 


“privilege”. 


TO AVOID LOSING YOUR FIREARMS YOU AND THE OTHER 
380,000 FIREARM OWNERS OF VICTORIA MUST: 


(a) inform those unaware of the above of the threat to their 
possessions; 


(b) PUT THE A.L.P CANDIDATE LAST WHEN 
YOU VOTE AT THE NEXT STATE ELECTION 


FIREARM REGISTRATION LEADS TO DISCRIMINATION 
IN ALLOWING OWNERSHIP, THEN TO CONFISCATION 





ISSUED BY THE FIREARM OWNERS! UNION OF VICTORIA. 
Authorised by K. Guerin, Aviation Road, Point Cook. 
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For example, there was a scene 
of the hunter stalking his quarry, 
a large brown bear, with a shotgun 
— no private ownership of rifled 
barrels remember. 

The hunter and bear were never 
seen together in the same scene but 
the impression was that they were 
fairly close — would need to be for 
a shotgun, as precise shot place- 
ment would be vital, otherwise the 
hunter may have a large wounded 
and angry, brown bear on his hands, 

The hunter raises his gun, takes 
aim, then swings through 60°, a la 
skeet, and fires, Next scene is a 
bearskin rug on the floor. That 
bear had to have taken off at about 
150km per hour in order to be hit 
by that shotgun! 

Anyway, the film prompted a 
few questions about Soviet hunting. 
According to Alex, to be permitted 
to hunt, one has to first join a hunt- 
ing club (about $5 per year) where 
hunting is taught, 

Once a degree of hunting ability 
has been attained, then the Soviet 
citizen will be allowed a licence, 
also costing about $5 per year for a 
shotgun, Once licenced the shot- 
gun may be taken home but must 
be kept in a sturdy, locked, bolted 
down container when not being 
used, 

Alex went on to relate how four 
or five years ago shotguns were! 
available without a licence and 


anyone could have as many as they i 
hy 


liked — some had collections of 
100 or more. 


The change to licencing and one fj 


gun only, you would think was 
brought about at the instigation of 
the Australian Labour Party, but in 
fact came into existance not 
because of the prevelance of armed 
robbery, nor by an high firearm 
accident rate, but just from the 
rapid depletion of wildlife. 

The U.S.S.R. is an enormous 
country inhabited by over 











40% were hunters, in a generally: 


harsh environment where wildlife E 


self-replenishment is not as pro- 
lific as in Australia, one can readily 
see why Soviet wildlife faced great 
depletion and even extinction. 

Alex reported that even now 
pressure is being exerted to prevent 
hunters from keeping shotguns at 


350,000,000 people and if only B 





B, & J. Firearms & Archery Supplies 


{Props.: Bob & Jenny Doring) 


Importers, Wholesalers & Retailers of 


Fine Firearms 


and Archery Equipment for Hunting, Target and Field 


Office & Showrooms: 


Beerwah. Q. 4519. Australia. 
Phone 071 94 6169 (Bus. Hrs.) 


home — instead it would be kept at 
the hunting club until the hunter 
actually went hunting — this again 
under the guise of further protect- 
ing the wildlife. 

Back to the Soviet hunter — he 
has joined a hunting club, bought a 
shotgun, got his gun licence, and 
now maybe he wants a hunting 
knife — yes, a licence is required for 
that too, and a prerequisite for that 
is to be a member of a hunting club. 
The definition of a hunting knife 
was not clear but appeared to cover 
any large sheathed knife worn on 
the belt. 

The final licence required is the 
actual hunting licence. The cost of 
this will vary on what is to be 
hunted. Ducks will cost only a few 
roubles ‘for a certain bag limit while 
one bear will cost the equivalent of 
$250. The limit for bear or deer is 
one per hunter per year. 
























5 


A successful hunting scene taken in 


the Soviet Union's Red Forrest. 


There is also a specified season 
according to the species — for 
ducks it is four weeks, and occurs 
in November. 
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It goes without saying that to 
purchase ammunition the purchaser 
must produce his shotgun licence — 
could be they copied that trick 
from Western Australia. 

Hunting clubs are only allowed 
in areas where hunting is possible — 
there are no hunting clubs in 
Moscow for example. 


One interesting tale told by Alex 
was prior to the Moscow Olympics 
when all shotgun owners were each 
checked for their current validity to 
hold a licence. This one gentleman, 
who a few years before had been 
presented with an engraved shotgun 
for meritorious services, was 
deemed not to meet the criteria to 
hold a Sicence and thus had it re- 
voked on the spot. As the gun 
was not stored where he currently 
lived, he was given a few days to 
dispose of it to a dealer. 

Upon delivery and sale to the 
dealer he was somewhat aghast 
when the dealer offered him the 
equivilent of $50 for what was 
over $2000 worth of shotgun. 

“But why so little?’’ he cried, 

“Because it is confiscated, and 
you must sell it today’’ was the 
dealers reply, Who said private 
enterprise didn’t exist in the Soviet 
Union? 


This latter part has a real 
message for gun-owners here in 
Australia. 

In the light of these gun-laws of 
the USSR, and recalling the 
Australian Labour Party policy 151 
on firearms (see Lock Stock & 
Barre] Edition 1, pages 53-58) one 
can't help but notice the similarities 
between the two. | wonder too if 
the ALP contemplates eventually 
licencing hunting knives! ® 
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From page 9 

side of the target. Not only does 
the trigger finger snatch at the 
trigger to overcome the pressure 
but the trigger provides enough re- 
sistance to institute movement of 
the entire rifle. An unexpectedly 
empty chamber or misfire can de- 
monstrate this jerk admirably to a 
shooter who has previously missed 
noticing this problem, due to its 
occurence being hidden by recoil 















the next opportunity with a rifle is 
@ dangerous condition." This chest- 
nut comes up regularly in articles 
and reviews written by otherwise 
knowledgeable people who should 
know better than lo repeat a com- 
monly held supposition without 
investigating the matter themselves. 

{t is actually quite simple to 
return a double set trigger to the 
unset condition and the procedure 
recommended by manufacturers is 


The venerable, and inexpensive Drulov with its lower setting lever and button 


trigger. 





An allied problem, flinching, 
will be shown up in the same way. 
Both jerking and flinching can be 
overcome, at least partially, by the 
use of a set trigger for snap shoot- 
ing, as the shooter quickly develops 
an awareness of the trigger and with 
practice, this remains a conscious 
consideration even in the heat of 
the moment. 

This awareness of the trigger 
has been promoted by the use of 
release triggers in shot gunning 
overseas, once again with the object 
of eliminating the jerk and flinch. 
As the name implies, a release 
trigger is pulled as the gun swing is 
instituted, and releasing the trigger 
causes disengagement of the sear, 
With either the single set trigger or 
the double set trigger, it soon be- 
comes second nature to set the 
mechanism as the rifle is raised for 
a shot, whether this be at a running 
Or standing target. 

At this poim supporters of the 
single trigger will pounce and say, 
"Ah, yes! But if the shot is not 
taken for some reason, the shooter 
cannot unset the double set trigger 
and will be forced to either waste 
a cartridge by firing into the ground 
Or wandering around waiting for 


as follows. Remembering that the 
“setting’’ trigger or lever is, in 
effect, a type of spring loaded 
hammer, this trigger is squeezed in 
ihe manner used to’set it originally, 


and while still maintaining this 
pressure, the firing trigger is 
squeezed lightly and the setting 


trigger slowly allowed to return to 
the rest or unset position, (exactly 
“the same procedure as is used lo 
uncock a hammer gun). The firing 
trigger must not be pulled heavily 
during this operation of course, as 
it then releases the firing pin in the 
normal way, but as this pressure is 
usually in the vicinity of 4-5o0z 
when the trigger is set, one hardly 
requires a critically sensitive touch, 
With both double or single set 
triggers capable of being unset, the 


choice of type becomes largely a 
matter of taste or familiarity, with 
both types having vocal supporters. 
Obviously, an ultra-light trigger can 
be jerked if the user if sufficiently 
dedicated (as any free pistol 
shooter will testify) but with the 
stability inherent in the two handed 
rifle hold as compared with a pistol, 
the results of deviation trom point 
of aim will be considerably less 
than is common with a con- 
ventional trigger pressure of say 
3ibs. 

Naturally practice is required to 
develop the touch for a set trigger 
but if the correct mental attitude is 
used this comes quickly. Forget 
about the alternative pressures 
atforded by the mechanism and 
think of it merely as a safe way of 
carrying a rifle with a very light 
trigger, and learn to use tiis trigger 
to the full on any occasion. 

Pistol shooters, who as a group, 
start lo grunt and strain when 
trigger pressures reach 3 Ibs, gener- 
ally take to set trigger ritles with 
whoops of joy. Should you already 
belong’ to the brigade of shooters 
(or should it be line shooters?) who 
knock over running foxes al 400yds 
with open sights, a set (rigger may 
be all you need to extend this range 
to the middle of next week, 

On second thoughts, shooters 
of this class don’t need assistance 
anyway, but if not one of this 
group, then the set trigger in one of 
its forms may make the taking of 
game easier at the ranges over 
which you shoot, In other words, a 
sel trigger, like minute ot angle ac- 
curacy, does nol make miracles, but 
makes the job just that_Jitlle bit 

















Toz 35 free pistol with trigger setting lever. 
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THE BLACK POWDER 


PART 3 


Presuming that you have read 
the discourse on the 
methods of throwing powder 
charges in our last issuc, it is now 
apparent that the methods we in- 
dividually employ, have quite an in- 
fluence on why that odd shot every 
now and then does not put a hole 
in the target near any of the 
previous ones. This accounts for 
some of those that are up or down 
on the target resulting from the 
different velocities due to the vary- 
ing powder charges, but what about 
the others, especially those that dis- 
perse horizontally? 

Disregarding all those insignif- 
icant factors such as bent barrels 
(and there are as many of these as 
truly straight ones), badly cut 
rifling which is also quite prevalent, 
bad muzzle crowning and ramrod 
or cleaning rod wear at the muzzle, 
and not forgetting the nut behind 
the butt, we come to two of the 
most important factors of all — the 
projectiles, and the techniques 
employed in loading! 

The methods employed in 
casting bullets have been written up 
in countless articles and will not be 
discussed at this stage; what we 
will consider is the bullet itself and 
its relationship to accurate shooting. 
Whether you shoot round ball, 
minie, maxi or slug, is of no con- 
sequence, the principle is the same 
in that the bullets must be consist- 
ently correct in all respects. 

The first consideration is the 
fact that NO mould, irrespective of 
its quality, will cast a perfect proj- 
ectile each and every time, if ever! 

Next time you have an hour or 
so to spare, have a good look at 


various 





your latest batch of castings. Nat- [J 


SCENE 


urally you have discarded all those 
with visible defects such as finning, 
flow lines, bits missing or blow 
holes etc., but have a closer look at 
those you regard as shootable, If 
you want to get all upset, start out 
by weighing each projectile. 

To demonstrate what can 
happen, some interesting experi- 
ments were conducted, using a .45 
solid slug mould and a .50 hollow 
base minie mould, both from the 
same highly respected manufacturer. 
The lead pot used was electrically 
heated and the temperature con- 
trolled electronically to within 1°C, 
the actual casting being done as 
meticulously as possible to main- 
tain uniformity. Twenty apparently 
perfect projectiles were selected 
from a batch of castings from cach 
mould, then weighed with the 
following results. 

As equal care was taken in 
casting both sizes of projectile, the 
difference in usable percentages of 
each was, at first, quite alarming, 
The reason was discovered when 
some of the .50 cal. minies were 
sliced apart disclosing air bubbles in 
the lead just above the hollow base 
which goes to show that bullets, 
along with books, cannot be judged 
by their covers. 


Nominal Weight 

Average Weight 

Maximum Variation 

Heaviest above average 

Lightest below average 

Number within 2 grains of average 
Usable accurate percentage 





— by The Triple F’s — 


Now, having recovered some- 
what from your own weighing game, 
take hold of your micrometer or 
vernier caliper and see if you can 
find a casting that is perfectly 
round, and a true and proper fit to 
the bore of your rifle; not the nom- 
inal bore and not what the manu 
facturer says it is, but the EXACT 
MEASURED DIAMETER of the 
bore, For easy loading and good 
shooting, the projectile must slide 
easily into the bore but without 
slightest trace of looseness. A 
bullet less than .001” larger than 
the optimum fit will be too tight, 
and one that is 001” smaller will 
be too sloppy a fit and will not 
shoot as accurately. This, of course, 
does not apply so much to round 
balls where the thickness and com- 
pressibiliry of the patch will com- 
pensate slightly for variations in 
size, but which will not rectify the 
faults of out of roundness, sprue 
shape or finning, all of which will 
deflect the bullet from its point of 
aim. 





So what is the solution to this 
problem of correct size? Think 
about the round ball first. ‘The first 
step is to weigh the cast balls and 
separate them into batches of vary- 
ing weights, then with the gadget in 
sketch No. 1, 12 to 15 balls at a 





.50 Hollow 
Base Minie 
400.0 gr. 
414.2 or. 
8.3 gr. 
2.2 gr. 
6.1 gr. 

5 
25% 


.45 Solid Slug. 
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time can be rolled into perfect 
spheres in about 5 seconds, This 
also eliminates the age old argu- 
ment as to whether the sprue 
should go up or down in the barrel. 
This method makes balls as good as, 
if not better than commercially 
available swaged balls and is one 
hell of a lot cheaper. 


the full-length swaging die in 
Sketch No, 3. 

For the simple sizing die to 
function properly, the first 
necessity is a bullet mould that 
casts a projectile no more than 
-002” to .003” larger than that 
required to fit the bore properly. 
Maybe your existing mould already 
casts oversize, which explains why 
you carry that seven pound 
hammer for loading. Then the 
projectiles which have been 
weighed into batches, are simply 
pushed through the sizing die by 
means of an ordinary vice or reload- 
ing press, It is a good idea to fill 
the cannelures with lubricant 
before doing this, as this will 
lubricate the die, and on passing 
through, all excess lube is removed, 

The swaging dic is, however, a 
slightly different proposition in 
that a smaller casting is required so 
that it will slip easily into the die 
and is ‘squashed’ out to the 
required size and shape by means of 
the vice. The nose cap is then re~ 
moved and the projectile is pushed 
out of the die resulting in a perfect- 
ly shaped and sized pill, even better 
than a bought one. However, this 
type of die is useless for cannelured 
projectiles as these grooves dis- 
appear in the squeczing up of the 
lead and must be rolled in later, or 
the projectile used with a paper 
patch. 
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(up to-50 cal.) 
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Use indrill press at 450rpm 

































A = 
B = Taper -25 long 





For the shooter of minie, maxi Having now reached the stage 
D1 = Size reqd. or slug, the simple answer isa sizing of weighing the a charges 
= i i die as shown in Sketch No. 2, or correctly, and having made accurate 

if you wish to go a step further, projectiles, loading technique be- 
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comes very important, both for 
improved consistency in shooting 
and ease of loading. When using 
correctly sized projectiles, the 
patched ball should offer a slight 
resistence when using the short 
starter, then slide casily, but firmly, 
down the rest of the bore, while 
any of the elongated projectiles, 
to quote that master of M.L. accur- 
acy William Ellis Metford, “On 
loading, the projectile should all 
but fall down the bore.” With taper 
or choke bored rifles with correct 
rifling form, this loading can be 
accomplished just as easily on the 
100th round as on the first, but in 








is not so easily loaded due to 
fouling. Succeeding rounds reach 
the stage of becoming so tight that 
many shooters mistakenly force or 
hammer the projectile down the 
barrel. All this will do is distort 
the projectile, and make it even 
more difficule to get down the 
bore with a result that there is no 
way of feeling if it is right down on 
top of the powder charge. 

Should this happen, the in- 
evitable result on firing is a swollen 
or ringed barrel at the point where 
the projectile was lodged, or even 
worse, a split or blown barrel which 
certainly ruins the rifle and possibly 
the shooter, The easy and safe 
thing to do at the VERY FIRST 
SIGN of a tight projectile is to stop 


trying to push it any further, kill the dual purpose of wiping out the 
the powder charge by injecting fouling and lubricating the bore, 
water through the nipple or touch resulting in easy loading and con- 
hole, then remove the bullet from sistent shooting, If you care to try 
the barrel by means of the worm or this, there is no doubt you will 
bullet puller, and then thoroughly agreeably be surprised. 

clean the barrel. Having mentioned bent and 


There is one method that can badly rifled barrels earlier on, it 
be employed to make loading easier may be an idea, next issue, to start 
irrespective of the type of projectile having a look at how barrels are 
being used. First find some reason- made and maybe later on, how to 


many rifles even the second round 




















ably hard felt about 3/16” to 1/4” 
thick such as Feltex flooring (old 
type only - the new type has an 








improve the one you have! © 


Editors Note :- The Triple F's have 
indicated that now they are over their 
introductory articles and are getting 
technical, they would welcome technical 
questions from readers and shall en- 
deavcur to answer same in subsequent 
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Dimensions are virtually self-explanatory | 





acrylic content that melts in the 
bore and makes a bloody mess.) 
and cut wads 1/16” bigger in 
diameter than the bore. Place these 
in a screw top jar or something sim- 
ilar and soak them thoroughly, pre- 
ferably overnight, in a mix of 1/2 
water and 1/2 soluble oil as is used 
in any engineering works. 

On loading, put the powder 
charge in as usual, then take one of 
these wads, squeeze excess liquid 
out between thumb and forefinger, 
place squarely in muzzle and slide 
SLOWLY down until it just touches 
the charge. Place projectile in bore 
and slide smoothly down until it 
just touches the wad, then give the 
loading rod a couple of light taps - 
DO NOT RAM! This wad performs 
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SCARCE BRASS 





The following new, unprimed 
cases with single flash hole (use 
regular small pistol primers) are 


now available, 





7.63 mm (.30 cal) Mauser 
$26.00 per box of 50 
8mm Nambu 
$26.00 per box of 50 
.30 Luger (Remington) 
$24.00 per box of 50 





Malcolm Bone 
Box 90, Gympie 4570 
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From page 25 

Photo five shows the holes 
made in paper by bullets fired from 
a chamber. At a distance of 15 
inches they were completely side 
On, at 18 inches they were nearly 
straight again — though probably 
went through base first. The barrel 
may not do as much as we thought 





contacting the rifling. With this in 
mind it is hard to imagine any 
bullet with normal rifling contact 
experiencing any great degree o7 
stripping. 

For the remaining tests the .44 
barrel was removed entirely, see 
photo 7, and all rounds, loaded 
with 2.6 grains of Bullseye unless 


otherwise stated, were fired direct 
from the cylinder. 

Photo & shows the Tauras, or 
Albert as they are now known, 
hollowbase wadcutter. These had a 
velocity of about 500 fps — norm- 
ally from a 6’ barrel it would be 
730 fps — and the expanded skirt 
Measurements were .407"' to .437"', 
Photo 9 shows an early Taipan 
batch which had a deeper hollow 
base (1 understand Taipan has gone 
back to this design now). These also 
exited at 500 fps and measured 
about .440” at the base. 


for velocity, but it sure helps 
stability and accuracy. 












































6. HBWC fired from a .357 Mag. 
cylinder and through a .44 calibre 
barrel. 


§. .22 bullet holes in paper fired 
from a cylinder at 15 inches dist- 
ance. Obturated bases are clearly 
evident as are also specs of unburnt 
powder. 


Moving up a few calibres, | 
elected to do similar tests in .38 
special from an N Frame Smith & 
Wesson revolver. First, | fitted, or 
rather, | was lucky enough to find a 
.357 cylinder which fitted my .44 
magnum. 

Using a standard target load of 
2.6 grains of Bullseye, a Tauras 148 
grain hollowbase wadcutter was 
seated flush in the case and then 
fired. The bullet was recovered 
intact in my water trap and is 
shown in photo 6. 

As can be seen, the skirt has 
Obturated out to .44 calibre, and 
engaged the rifling. However, the 
rifling marks are narrower than 
usual which indicates some 
stripping has occurred, which is | 
hardly surprising seeing that only .1 
of an inch of the bullets length is 
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7. Smith and Wesson ‘N' frame 
revolver used in test. 





& Tauras (now Albert) HBWCs. From jeft, untired, fired from cylinder, 
unfired, and fired from cylinder base view. 






































Photo 10 is the current design 
Taipan with the shallower hollow 
base. The velocity of these were 
540 fps, the increase in speed prob- 
ably results from the greater ex- 
panded base, .580"’, catching more 
of the escaping gas. 


In photo 11 is some home cast 
Lyman HBWCs of pure lead. The 
first band on the nose of these did 
expand to .361"" upon impact with 


9. Taipan HBWCs with deep hollow base. 


Photo 13 shows that for Bulls- 
eye, they did have %" of barrel — 
namely the threaded part of the 
frame, But note the cylinder/barrel 
gap of M4"! 

In photo 14 we have an indic- 
ation, as referred to earlier, that 
the obturation process continues 
for at least .625’' after the bullet 
leaves the chamber, This is a 
close-up of the threaded section of 


the frame where the barrel nor- 
10, Taipan HBWCs with shallower hollow base, mally: fits 


the water and the base has per- 
formed the ‘umbrella in a strong 
wind’ trick. 

Finally on the HBWCs, Bullseye 
features in photo 12. The base of 
these expanded right out to the 
barrel threads in the revolver's 
frame and doubtless could have 
gone further than the .670" that 
they measured. These also being 
very near pure lead, the nose 
section also expanded on contact 
with the water. Velocity from the 
chamber averaged 550 fps, whilst 
from a6" barrel velocity is 750 fps. 
11. Lyman hand cast with pure lead HBWC. One at left was fired from cylinder 
and the two at right are unfired. 


\t can be seen that 
there is no lead |im- 
bedded in the first half 
of the (threads whereas 
the final half is well 
and truly filled with 
lead. The distance 
from where the lead 
begins back to the 
cylinder is 625’. 

A SWC bullet was 
tried from a .357 Mag- 
num loaded with 7.5 

= = grains of Unique — see 
12, Bullseye HBWCs. It is obvious which two were fired from the cylinder. photo 16. The first 
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13. Probable view of a Bullseye 
HBWC emerging from the frame 14. A view of the frame barrel threaded section where repeated firings of 


after being fired from the cylinder, Bullseye HBWCs has commenced to fill the threads with lead at a point .625' i 
from the cylinder. 


band expanded to .361'’ and the 
base to .383" 

Finally a Hornady jacketed 
hollow point was tried with a load 
of 16.6 grains of Winchester 296 in 
a ,357 magnum case. Results are in 
photo 15 — the actual flat copper 
base did not expand, but the 
section ,11'' forward of the base 
expanded to .384’. A velocity 
check revealed 500 fps — in this 
instance the barrel does make a 
great deal of difference to velocity 
‘as 1250 fps can usually be ex- 
pected. The same bullet loaded 
in a .38 spl with a load of 2.6 grains 
‘of Bullseye gave a velocity, from 
the chamber, of 400 fps. 



















75. Hornady 158 grain jacketed hollow point, The one in the centre was fired 
from the cylinder with a load of 16.6 grains of Winchester 296. 


It is interesting to note that 
contact with water had no effect on 
the hollow point when entering at 
500 fps. It may open up when 
travelling at 1250 fps but this was 
not tried. The rounded noses on the 
fired and loaded bullets are caused 
by using a round nose seating stem 
during reloading. 

One other bullet was tested — a 
round nose, flat base, cast hard 
with an alloy giving a hardness of 3 
on the Saeco scale. This was driven 
by 3.0 grains of Winchester 230 and 
after recovery from the water trap 
it was found to be unmarked and 






16. Small Arms Co. SWC, the two centre bullets were fired from the cylinder 
with a load of 7.5 grains of Unique. 
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on 





unchangéd fram the moment it was 
loaded — no obturation at all. 

Being that | have watfled on 
here long enough, my conclusions 
briefly are as follows- 


The degree of obturation de- 
pends on the composition and 
shape of the base of the bullet, and 
the powder charge behind it. |t 
Occurs not only to the bullet's base 
but proportionally to its forward 
sections as well, 





Complete with its unburnt 
powder as recovered from the water 
trap. Would it have burnt had the 
barrel been attached - or would this 
10 have been an 8 or worse? 
Perhaps storage of loaded rounds 
with the bullet uppermost has great 
merit | 


Food for thought — does it 
matter if your bullet is undersize 
for your barrel size if it is going to 
expand anyway? 


Does it matter if your bullet is 
oversize for your barrel size — as it 
leaves the case jt may obturate to 
an oversize condition anyway, and 
then may be sized down again by 
the cylinder or barrel? 


The purpose of this article was 
to describe obturation and show 
the varying degree of reaction that 
different bullets have to it. But in 
doing so, to my mind, | have un- 
covered a rash of new questions 
which space does not allow me to 
attempt to answer here. Therefore, 
on this subject, there will be a 
follow up article, probably in 
Edition 5 or 6. ® 





Square section downpipe as used 
for bullet trap. Note how the in- 
ternal water pressure, created by 
the decelerating bullets, caused the 


0 
} RIFLE BLANKS 
Hy Prices from $50. 

Plain to exhibition grade. 


COMPLETE CUSTOM 
CLASSIC RIFLES 


CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 


Skeleton butt and grip caps. 
Solid grip caps, rifle pads, 
Scope mounts. 


ROGER 





downpipe to burst for the first two 


feet of its length, 


Author, at Lock Stock & Barrel testing range No. 2, firing into the submerged 
downpipe "bullet trap”. 
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What must rate as the most ver- 
satile, and close to being that mythical 
all rounder, ‘must surely be the 
shotgun. 


GUNS, NUTS ~~~ 


z Apart from those high priced 
double barrelled guns that clay target 
‘shooters invariably use, the shotgun P 


that attracts most peoples attention is 
the pump action shotgun. The pump 
has been used on a variety of game in 
a variety of situations since before the 
turn of the century. A pump gun has 
been used by the American Forces 
from Flanders to Mie Long and is still used by a great 
number of Police Forces throughout the world, 

The shotgun we are going to disassemble and re- 
assemble is the Bently. This gun appeared in numbers 
approximately 10 years ago and was probably the 
first low budget pump action shotgun that had 
appeared for some time. 

The Bently comes in two versions, one with a full- 
Jength, full choked barrel, and the other a shorter ver- 
sion with rifle sights. Although the Bently is its own 











1. It is not always necessary to remove the fore-end 





EVERYWHERE 


gun, it does share similarities with other pump actions 
such as Remington, Savage, Smith & Wesson etc. and 
owners of other brands should have no trouble in 
identifying similar bits in their own guns. 

There is but one pin which holds all together. This 
goes through the side of the frame and slighly rear- 
ward of the trigger. Once it is gently tapped out with 
a punch, the trigger unit can be removed, followed by 
all other parts in the action 





3. These parts are what you should be left with, 








and magazine tube to dismantle and clean the action 
but in this exercise, this will be described also. 

First remove the barrel/magazine connector clamps 
by loosening its centre screw and slide towards front 












4. Toreassemble, first replace the magazine tube and 
fore-end taking care to ensure that the aluminium 
cartridge follower slips inside the tube, and stays 
there, while the tube is screwed into the frame. Then 
replace the barrel/magazine connector clamps, see 
photo 1. 


ewed from 


the action, 
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8. The bridge is then placed on the bolt and care 


taken so that it engages with the actuator, connected 
to the fore-end. 


9. Slip the shell cut-off into its recess in the frame, 


6. Then place the shell lifter in position ensuring that 
the pin indentations fit into their correct place inside 
the frame. 


7. Pivot the lifter down so that it lays flat along the 
bolt. 


11. Tap the cross-pin into place and your Bently is 
rearing to go again. 
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Dear Sir, 

I applaud your magazine, and the 
forum which you have provided, for sub- 
jects to be discussed, which the other so- 
called shooting magazines shun like the 
plague. 

‘Your magazine subjects are wide and 
varied, trouble is, that shooters are the 
only ones to buy the magazine, but out 
of this springs some good — for with the 
exchange of ideas, we become a co- 
hesive unit with the Lock Stock & 
Barrel a central point, around which 
shooters can channel their efforts against 
the anti-gun group. 

A lot of good points have been made, 
and | bought and cut up 5 magazines, in 
sending articles to aspiring A.L.P. cand- 
idates and M,P.’s in Victoria. 

Only goes to prove that most A.L.P. 
candidates can’t read — or the mail is 
very, very slow, as | have scored 3 replies 
from 10 A.L.P. persons to date. 

A couple of points | would like to 
make is that a lot of vandalism in this 
country is no doubt committed by the 
anti-gun movement, it’s their way to get 
at us shooters — they commit all the 
damage and guess who takes the blame? 

So next time you see anyone shooting 
up a road-sign just put them in to the 
police — it’s the only anti-gun movement 
at work, 

‘The latest one coming up appears to 
be the Govt’s efforts to involve us in a 
“peace keeping force” to the Sinai. 

Did I hear that about Vietnam? No 
doubt those that go are fit enough to 
wear the uniform and carry the weapons 
of this country, as I did for six years, but 
now I may be deemed unfit to own a 
sporting weapon. 

Well, I say to those that profess to be 
the leaders of this country, don’t expect 
me to don the uniform and man your 
weapons of war again. 

1 know where the real enemy of the 
country is, it’s a pity they can hide 
behind our system of Democracy, which 
they are subverting. 

Just remember, once a Government 
disarms its populace, you have to quest- 
ion what its ultimate aim is, there have 
been too many Pol-Pots and Idi Amins 
in this world — and don’t say it can’t 
happen — Amin was a member of the 
Commonwealth, you have to question 
what we might have at our head and what 
country they really represent. 

Yours truly, 
Peter Milner, 
Victoria. 


Letters to 


Dear Malcolm, 

I was pleased to have met you at the 
SSAA. Qld, State conference and 
pleased with Edition 2 of “Lock Stock & 
Barrel,” 1 became a little depressed by 
comments in ‘Letters to the Editor’ on 
the theme of “What is going to happen 
when we lose our guns”. There are now 
at least five organisations in Queensland 
fighting firearms legislation, as well as 
small groups scattered throughout the 
State. 

Firearm owners should not leave it to 
these groups to do the fighting, although 
all will gladly help with expertise when 
approached. All are short of funds and 
fulltime personnel as they are composed 
of part time volunteers, In lieu of 
massive financial support (shooters don’t 
like parting with their brass) the buck has 
to pass back to each individual owner, to 
spend more time and effort on fighting 
for his fast dwindling rights at the ex- 
pense of shooting time (Pigs are scarce) 
while there is something left to fight for. 

This effort should be directed at your 
politicians, both State and Federal. Le 
is your representative and there to look 
after your best interests, after all you 
elected him, and if not, you are still stuck 
with him. 

Have you ever told him how you feel 
about the current Firearm Act of 1979, 
or any other subject? How can he know 
if you never contact him. If you don’t, 
then you must share responsibility for 
what becomes law. 

Most politicians could lose their seats 
with a 5-10% swing al the polls and most 
analysts say that for every person who 
contacts his member there would be 5-10 
relatives and friends who think likewise 
and share their views. These all have 
votes and five letters could represent fifty 
votes. Try to organise your friends and 
associates to do likewise. Don’t just ring 
him up, get an appointment and have an 
‘eyeball’, or write him a letter. 

You are not expected to be fully 
articulate, your own words and style are 
more genuine and convincing, but for all 
our sakes tell him — this week. 

Malcolm, a short list of these associa- 
tions and addresses would not go astray 
in the next issue. 1 hope you have room 
for this outburst. 








Yours sincerely, 

TS. Robinson, 

Arms Collectors Guild 
of Queensland. 
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the Editor 


Dear Sir, 

Don’t know if I'm talking to you 
blokes after the cricket last Sunday. 
Seriously, been trying to get some 
thoughts together on gun laws so a 
belated congratulations on your new 
edition. 

10 years ago I gave up shooting, after 
8 years of scalp and pet food shooting I 
was a bit sick of il besides ‘roos were 
protected. 

My rifles were Mauser conversion .243 
and Lee Enfield (“Smellys”) .303 and 
.303-25. Never had a licence and shot in 
Victoria, S.A. and W.A, 

Bought 12g in 1968. Lived ‘in 
Shannon River 30 miles from nearest gun 
shop in Manjimup and 32 miles from reg- 
ional Police Station Pemberton—couldn’t 
get permit to buy gun from police 
Manjimup, SO, put holding deposit on 
gun Salurday, went home. Monday after 
work (5.30pm) went to police Pemberton. 
It was after hours but he came good, 
(Nearly told hime to ?), went home. The 
shops shut 5.00pm. Following Saturday 
bought gun, next Monday listen to the 
P.C. whinge about working overtime and 
T was the owner of a shotgun, No ammo 
though. After that episode | went to 
Victoria for 3 years. No license needed 
for shotgun or .22, nearly fell over after 
the W.A. fracas, 

Kept the 12g and sold the rifles when 
my son was born, went mad on fishing a 
bit. 7 years ago came back here and a 
year and a half ago the young fellow 
asked about shooting. 

Should have known better but I 
bought a .22. Twice to the shop, twice to 
the cop shop. The bug bit me again sol 
bought an Airsporter 22 same again, 
The bug (bigger by now) got me again 
and this ones a lu lu. 

Decided on a C.B.C, Homet but had 
to buy shotgun barrel with it. ‘What 
gauge?” by phone to Bunbury 80 miles 
away. “12 gauge mate.” 

“Are you sure?” 

“Yeah mate no worries,” 

“Give me calibre/gauge, serial number 
and dealer's number please.” 

Father in law on holiday from Vic- 
toria, pick him up from Perth airport, kill 
two birds with one stone, call in to 
Bunbury on way home, 

Walked into the shop armed with 
BOTH penmits, one for each barrel! The 
shotgun barrel was .410, Profuse 





apologies and no gun. Pain in the ankle 
but a couple of feet higher. 

Tries the same trick again last May 
when the kids had some time off school 
and it worked. It reaily worked, I got a 
Hornet! 

Then I went for the big time. Read 
about the .308 mausers Fuller's are ad- 
vertising $120 or so. Just what I want, 
can use it, on the local range, or my 
three friends’ places, on the Nullabor, no 
worries, When | asked the Gestapo you'd 
think T just put a pound of cow shit on 
the counter, Supposed to be going 
Sambar shooting with my brother-in-law 
next September too. I might emigrate to 
Queensland,droving Jike Clancy. 

My cheque is in here somewhere for 
six issues of your magazine. 

Sincerely, 

Len Kelf, 

W.A. 

P.S. To get a license one needs two letters 

from land owners. When I got mine a 

Forests Dept. permit sufficed. While 1 

was in Victoria they stopped issuing 

permits so really I shouldn't have a 
license should 1? 

I’m saying nothing ‘till I see my lawyer! 
Dear Malcolm, 

Further to my overlong letter in the 
November — December, Lock Stock & 
Barrel, readers may be interested to know 
that at their October State Conference, 
the Victorian Labour Party adopted an 
addition to their 151 Firearm Policy 
which bans the use of “Dum-Dum” 
bullets within the State of Victoria. 

This ban is directed mainly at the 
Victorian Police Force but we have it 
straight from the “horse’s mouth” that 


this ban DOES INCLUDE all soft point 
and hollow point sporting and hunting 
ammo and components, 

There you have it fellow firearm 


owners, all types of expanding bullets 
come under the Labour Party’s definition 
of “Dum—Dums” and just “have to go” — 
period. 

It matters not that no factual research 
was undertaken to back the motion, or 
that the instigator of the proposal did 
not even know what a Dum-Dum was, 

Here we have a regrettable shooting 
of @ civilian by a Police “Special Oper- 
ations Group" member, using a .223 rifle 
and soft point ammo, being used as an 
excuse by Labour “ballistic illiterates’” 
to deny the sporting Shooters and hun- 
ters, soft point or hollow point ammo, 

Also adopted at the Conference was 
@ comprehensive set of proposals for 
“Animal Welfare”. Included in these 
proposals were “the elimination” of 
blood sports, Only three examples were 
cited, these being cock-fighting dog- 
fighting and fox hunting. 

To date, no official conformation or 
clarification as to whether other forms of 
hunting or game shooting, may or may 
not be included within the definition of 
“blood sports”. 

Since the Labour Firearm Policy has 
been hailed as a “victory for duck’s 
rights,” the implications of these “Animal 
Welfare” proposals can only be too well 
visualised. 

Hope these enlightening revelations 
may be of interest to readers, keep up the 
great work, as the word is spreading fast. 

All the best, 

Ken Pearce 

Victoria 

P.S. Many thanks for printing my letter. 

I hope it stirs up some apathetic 

people to get off their backsides 

and be more active in protecting 

their legitimate rights to own sport- 

ing firearms (and military) for rec- 
reational purposes. 


Dear Malcolm, 

Congratulations on a fine magazine. F 
have purchased Edition 2 of Lock Stock 
and Barrel and have only flicked througit 
it at this stage, and I see by the headings. 
that the lobby for Firearm Ownership is 
(like other Aussie firearm oriented public- 
ations) a strong issue. 

The reason that Lock Stock & Barrel is 
streets in front of other publications (sq 
far) is that I have yet to see a lobby art: 
icle in Lock Stock & Barrel followed by 
another article (or preceded for that 
matter) showing photographs that are 
obviously flaunting all safety rules and 
common sense. Keep up the good work, 

Tf the Editors of the other publications. 
have the guts to read and buy this mag- 
azine perhaps they will get the message 
that at least one member of the Firearm 
Owners (and users) Fraternity is p....d 
off at seeing photos of shooters stalking 
the bloke that took the photo, when I see 
a magazine with a lobby article, then a 
few pages later see that some twit has 
stood in front of an irresponsible person 
with a firearm that has the breach closed 
and a finger on the trigger: or, 

A club official from a W.A. Fieldrifle 
Club foreward of the firing line holding a 
firearm in the aforementioned condition, 
I silently scream. 

What gives the Editors of these other, 
publications the right to edit lobby, then 
open the rear door for the Anti’s? : 

Please do not allow Lock Stock & 
Barrel to slip, because until now fellas, 
our choices have been rather narrow. 

Looking forward to Edition 3. 

Mery Wright, 

WA. 

P.S. Have a flick back through the rabbity 

publications and you will see some ugly 
photos, 





"MIND iF I SHOOT 
A FE W-BIRDS?.-- 
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Dear Sir, 

Some little time ago I happened upon 
Edition 1 of Lock Stock & Barrel and, 
having tead it from cover to cover, 
recently sent off my cheque for a year’s 
subscription. 

1 must compliment you on an excel- 
lent and long awaited publication — as 
welcome as a breath of fresh air in a field, 
which in my view, has previously been 
somewhat inadequately catered for! I am 
singularly impressed by your Editorial 
Policy, particularly with regard to prod- 


uct reviews and your approach to 
proposed increased restrictions affecting 
my chosen sport and hobby. 


completely unimproved! My friend, 
“Reviewer “A™’, test fired this rifle and 
admitted that he could achieve no better 
results. Imagine my chagrin when “A”, 
in a published review a short time later, 
extolled the virtues of this particular 
model claiming it to be capable of better 
than 2 M.O.A. straight out of the box! 
Incidentally, T no longer own that part- 
icular model! 

1 would welcome a review that “tells it 
like it is” even if it is necessary to state 
that groups better than 6 M.O.A. could 
not be achieved or that every second 
round jammed. Please, don’t exclude a 
product just because it doesn’t measure 





Letters to the Editor 


With regard to the former, how sick 
and tired one becomes of reading glowing 
eulogies on this gun or that when one 
knows from experience that it is, in 
reality, a heap of rubbish. I know person- 
ally several reviewers in other public- 
ations and will never forget the’ occasion 
of my 4 M.0.A. rifle which, having been 
returned to the agent, came back to me 














up to what one might reasonably expect. 
Let's have the good with the bad! 

As for firearms legislation, I have 
owned sporting fifles from 22 RP. to 
.375 He & H Magnum for close on fifty 
years and, whilst a keen hunter of non- 
indigenous game, spend much more time 
on the range or in my workshop than in 
the field, test-firing and experimentally 


reloading. I hold the right to indulge in 
my sport and hobby most jealously and, 
having spent five years overseas in the 
services during W.W.2, as one might have 
thought, to retain this right, T view with 
extreme concern any moves, political or 
otherwise, to curtail this freedom. 
Keep up the standard of Edition 1 and 
every success in the future. 
Yours sincerely, 
Wm. M. Mathews, 


NSW. 
Dear Malcolm, 


T really enjoyed the 2nd edition of 
Lock Stock & Barrel. Please continue in 
the same manner with your editorials and 
the informative articles, 1 liked the one 
on gardening! . 

Its my view that shooters organis- 
ations in Australia (as reflected in their 
publications) have always kept a low 
profile on shooters rights. Possibly for 
fear of seeming to be irresponsible or 
radical, by other members of the 
community. They seem to be totally 
impotent to rally a call from shooters to 
demand at the very least, reason and logic 
from legislators. 


“ALQERNON: A Smpceon-Less X Dwyer iN THE NEXT-LOAD"s = 
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Its obvious to me and J think most 
shooters that antigun legislation is a 
political decision to disarm citizens, The 
“anti-gun is anti-crime”, call by  polit- 
itians and the media should be seen by 
all for what it is—a lie, or if you want to 
be generous — ineffective. 

The anti-gunners have never proved 
that regulation of legally held firearms 
achieves anything to stop crime, In fact 
it seems to me the opposite has always 
been true (in every case related to me!) 

I honestly believe that violent crime 
and its control is the responsibility of 
citizens as well as the police. More often 
than not police #re only on the scene 
after the violent criminal has departed. 

And this is all the victims of violent 
crimes can expect, as long as they con- 
tinue to rely wholly on the police for 
armed protection from criminals. 

I believe that if firearms were freely 
available in Australia and violent crime 
was not tolerated by its citizens — we 
could give our police a lot less work to do. 

Whatever the crime rate, be it high or 
low in our community, somebody is 
always going to suffer from its effects 
and I’m reminded of an old Jewish 
proverb, “To make an omelete you've got 
to break a few eggs”. 

If an unarmed community is our 
future in Australia (Don’t make any 
mistake, it’s so easy after registration!) 
it seems to me a lot of our eggs will end 
up broken on the floor, instead of in the 
pan. 

If regulation of firearms did work in 
controlling armed crime [ don’t think 
many of us could or would object — but 
plainly it doesn’t and never has! . 

W.T. Caygill, 
WA. 


Dear Sir, 

T am enclosing some literature on the 
“anti-firearm” fight. Use it as you wish. 

Three of the many points where the 
Firearms & Offensive Weapons Act is 
constitutionally illegal are:— 

1) Reversal of “Onus of proof”, 

2) Seizure of weapons from the whole 
State — by Order in Council, at any- 
time, no reason need be given, 

3) No Right of Appeal to Court!! 

Item 4 at the top of page 36 states: 
“You may be charged with any offence 
under the Act — found NOT guilty (after 
having proved your own innocence — 
which might in some cases be impossible) 
however, in the event you have been 
found NOT guilty of any offence — you 
may still have your firearms seized!! 


If that makes sense to you, please tell 
me, because it doesn’t to me! 


Please find enclosed my cheque for 
$12.00 ($10.00 for “Lock Stock & 
Barrel” and $2.00 for “Q.F.0.A.” 
Hope to see you at the Conference. 
Cheers, 


P.M. O’Connor, 
Enclosure 1. Queensland. 
My letter to 
Queensland Police Department. 


Commissioners Office, 
30 Makerston St., 
Brisbane. 

Dear Sirs, 

Re yours of the 18.8.81, concerning 
revolving chamber firearms. The Fire- 
arms & Offensive Weapons Act of 1979 
and some of the provisions therein, is 
constitutionally illegal. 

As a Justice of the Peace, a member of 
the Justice Association and a person con- 
cerned with Natural Justice and Consti- 
tutional Law, I will have no part of any 
legislation which transgresses the Rights 
of the Free Person. 

I state emphatically and stand to be 
challenged, that no House of Parliament 
has any Moral Right to enact legislation 
which destroys or limits the Rights of the 
Free Person, not even in extreme circum- 
stances, 

These Rights have been handed down 
to us through ancient documents, which 
are still Law to this day, even though far 
too many of our hierarchy have conyen- 
iently forgotten them. These documents 
are the Deeds of our Freedom and Justice 
and may NOT be infringed by any Act of 
Parliament. 

Since these revolving chamber rifles 
are themselves legal weapons in the first 
instance, and considered to be in the 
hands of Law Abiding Citizens in the 
second instance, their seizure is consti- 
tionally illegal, so, if 1 did possess such 
weapons, or knew of any one who did, I 
would take NO action regarding this 
directive without recourse to court. 

At least since my childhood, it has 
been a criminal offence to foreshorten 
any type of longarm, especially to make 
it suitable for ONE hand use. 

Vandalism, crime, murder and suicide 
are conditions of the mind, upon which 
restrictive legislation exercises no control 
what-so-ever. 

Real punishment without parole will 
have a curbing and controlling influence 
on crime, but restrictive legislation can 
only control, harass and deny honest 
persons. 
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The control of firearms is the avowed 
policy of the Police Federation of Aust- 
ralia and New Zealand. May I ask why 
does this tie in with the Soviet Socialist 
policy for gradual removal of arms from 
the free person — thus leaving them help- 
less. 


Under the present shadow of the Multi- 
National, One World Ideal for the re- 
moval of all Rights, Powers and Privileges 
from the free person, I feel that, under 
the circumstances, my question concern- 
ing the Police Policy on firearms is surely 
fair and reasonable. 

Another alarming thing is that the 
present Firearms & Offensive Weapons 
Act has apparently done nothing to curb 
armed crime, so the seizure of LEGAL 
weapons and restrictions continue toward 
the removal of both Right and Justice in 
our Free Society. 

If Parliament and Authority was sin- 
cere regarding the control of armed crime, 
and at the same time, mindful of the 
Rights and Justice essential to the con- 
tinuity of our democratic way of life, 
they would institute real punishment for 
the criminal mis-use of firearms, without 
parole, and cease to harass and deny 
honest persons, 

Pat. M. O'Connor 


Sir 

Yup - You've got me. Herein en- 
closed completed form and the two 
bucks to join the Q.F.0.A. 

Have lived mainly in Australia since 
1952 and have never ceased to be amazed 
at their attitude to firearms, especially in 
comparison to other countries. 

By way of comparison, New Zealand 
has extremely rigid laws on ownership of 
all forms of weaponry, and the highest 
rate of ownership (mostly illicit) of guns 
T’ve ever seen in any country I’ve lived in 
.. Statistics could prove interesting 
on the rate of firearms use in crime. 
Would guess it even higher than here. 

Such is the efectiveness of such leg- 





_islation. 


My own association with firearms 
goes back over many years and embraces 
some four years of war and covers most 
types of weapons in use by both sides 
during the conflict. During intervening 
years, I have kept myself current as a 
matter of interest. 

Oddly enough, I note with some 
humour, the anxiety of the bank employ- 
ee’s union relating to gun control. 
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As previously stated, the writer has 
been around guns for a long time and 
lived in countries such as the Americas 
where guns are very much a part of the 
daily scene and interest. I’ve also lived 
under war time combat conditions where 
one, by order, one was never separated 
from one’s own personal defence weapon. 

Yes, even when taking one’s ab- 
lutions, by order it was necessary to 
carry sidearms. Can still recall the hum- 
orous image of many proceeding to the 
ablution facilities carrying a towel - and 
wearing nothing more than a gun belt and 
holster.. And that nostalgic thought of 
those months sleeping with belt and 
pistol wrapped in a rather smelly jacket 
under a pillow. Not for the fear of the 
enemy but rather the possibility of theft. 
Pistols were in much demand. 


test of us to follow. 

Some months ago we saw much pub- 
licity surrounding the shooting of a dog 
by a police officer in Brisbane. It seems 
one wounding shot was fired out on the 
footpath whereby the dog then ran into 
a laundry at the rear of the house 
followed by the officer who, it seems, 
then fired several more shots before kill- 
ing the dog. 

Having in mind the properties of the 
hardball 38 Spl. ammunition and the 
absorbancy offered by a dog’s body - and 
after the same in a laundry which we 
presume to be of a thin construction, 
there was an awful lot of bullets bouncing 
around the neighbourhood and it was 
more by good luck than by good guid- 
ance that the casualty list didn’t include a 
few housewives and children. 


Letters to the Editor 


Briefly, there were many people 
living closely together and the gun was 2 
very prominent part of the daily scene. 
Yet, I never saw one instance whereby a 
gun was used wrongly, or caused an ac- 
cident. 

Perhaps education might be a large 
part of our problem here in Australia. 

However, the point of the story is 
that P've been around guns a long time 
and in many different parts of the world. 
Can say in all honesty, the only time in 
my life I’ve ever been scared, and really 
scared, was one time a few years ago 
focally when helping out a friend who 
had suffered a heart attack and he had me 
drive his taxi for a few weeks. 

Did pick up a few young bank em- 
ployees who were engaged transfering a 
box of money from one bank to another. 
They emerged from the bank gun in 
hand and they sat in the cab still waving 
the darned thing around. 

I became very outspoken to the 
point of ‘offering’ to take the weapon 
from them and do unspeakable things 
with it. The offending weapon was 
quickly put away. 

You might say I had very definite 
thoughts about having done and seen the 
things I had, and the thought of winding 
up in a grand finale being shot in the 
backside by some half-baked idiot 
playing cowboy was definitely not on the 
agenda! 

Again bringing up the point of 
ridicule - our police are (hopefully) train- 
ed in the use of firearms to the stage 
whereby they can set an example for the 


A ‘Bouncing’ .38 makes a partic- 
ularly messy flesh wound. And we've 
read of no further such instances so let’s 
hope the police call in the R.S.P.C.A. 
on such occasions rather than staging a 
highly dangerous ‘High Noon’ shootout 
in populated areas. 

A point to keep in mind here is the 
rate of use in crimes of pistols as opposed 
to long arms, This is quite high and there 
are a lot of pistols floating about and in 
much demand not entirely for dishonest 
intent of use. 

We have already, extreme laws to the 
point of absurdity governing the use of 
handguns, yet, a substantial proportion 
of our crime is committed with same. 

It seems that regrettably few of 
criminal or lethal intent bother about 
niceties of licencing prior to the use of 
firearms. Much the same position would 
seem to apply to motor vehicles which 
have both registration and driver licencing 
- that this has any bearing on use of same 
for criminal use or of the cause of ac- 
cidents is subject to doubt. 

Perhaps one could cite the case of 
Nationalist Socialist Germany and the 
Nazi doctrines which registered all fire- 
arms - then confiscated them during the 
thirties. That this led to a Germany of 
peace loving nature is rather open to 
doubt. 

From personal experience the writer 
can quote the festivities of the Calgary 
Stampede and ‘Klondyke Days’ of 
Edmonton - even the May Day celebrat- 
ions of staid old Victoria (B.C.) where 
during festivities, the air is thick with 
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toilet paper wadding from discharged 
black powder weapons - handguns, rifles 
and whatnot. Cowboys, gamblers and 
prospectors roam the streets in the garb 
of the pioneer period armed with revol- 
vers and all sorts of weaponry firing blank 
charges at will - the only casualtics are 
those that over-indulge in the ‘Hooch’ or 
‘Red Eye’. 

Again by way of contrast, was in Vic- 
toria (B.C.) during ‘77 finalising a family 
estate among which effects was a WW1 
Colt 45 revolver retained after service as 
is the custom. It was a problem to get rid 
of it as it had no value as a collectors 
item as there were many of them in circ- 
ulation. It was just a heavy cumbersome 
weapon with no appeal - and the local 
gun shop has all sorts of modern weapon- 
ry on open display for as low as $14.00. 

Here in Australia, one would be 
trampled to death in the rush to take up 
the offered weapon. We do have an ex- 
cessively high rate of ownership of hand- 
guns here and many of those who do have 
licences to own and carry such sophistic- 
ated guns as the 357 Magnum could well 
be questioned as to need. They'd be far 
less public risk and just as effective, 
armed with a low velocity weapon. 


Finally, if one looks at Australia’s 
violent crime rate and in particular, that 
of Queensland, the thought comes to 
mind that some of those unfortunates 
that have been the victims of an unde- 
tected murderer might well be alive today 
should they have had the means to 
defend themselves. 

Those in authroity express the opin- 
ion that owing to Australia’s vastness, 
there are a hell of a lot of murders that 
are never discovered. Bearing in mind the 
many that are as well, any person who 
had thoughts of doing a trip around Aust- 
ralia without adequate weaponry and the 
knowledge to use same, would have rocks 
in his or her head. 

It is interesting to note here, that the 
writer here in Australia has only three 
guns - the old favourite ‘thutty thutty” 
Marlin, an ancient Remington double 
from the family estate in Canada - and a 
throw anywhere expendable .22 Stirling. 

As a law abiding resident of N.Z. 
where there were indeed extreme laws 
governing the possession of guns, the 
writer did what most if not all others did. 
1 had some eleven weapons and among 
this collection were some Lulus - such as 
an old Adams that had been offset sleev- 
ed to take .22 1/f. Yes, it did “shave lead” 


and was probably more risk to the 
shooter than the target. 

Tt seems the more the law restricts 
what we are popularly considered to be 
entitled to, the greater the non-observ- 
ance. The prohibition era in the US. 
proved this. 

Please ‘scuse the many typographical 
errors done in one hell of a hurry and in- 
tended as a source of information for 
your campaign which I wholeheartedly 
support, 

Best of Luck. 
Sincerely, 
Les Haines. 
Dear Malcolm, 

Another Ace to you for your second 
edition of Lock Stock & Barrel. Find en- 
closed my subscription for 1 year, this is 
enough to say what I think of your mag- 
azine. 

On the subject of firearms legislation 

I think a concentrated effort must be 
made by all shooters to keep the Anti- 
gunners under control. With our Vic 
elections looming just afier Easter, the 
eyes of shooting Australia will be on 
Victoria. If the Victoria ALP wins office 
and carries out its threat of tight firearms 
registration, and | think they will, then a 
flow on to some of the other states will 
surely follow. It only needs some idiot 
politician to say “Now isn’t that a good 
idea.” SO watch out QLD, and in partic- 
ular, NSW. 
. What [ would like to see is a National 
Firearms Fighting Fund established by 
the SSAA or similar reputable body. Each 
shooter, gunbug or anyone interested in 
firearms be EXPECTED to contribute 
$5 per month for one year or $60 straight 
out. Funds could then be made available 
to any State in the time of crisis, It would 
be cheap insurance. 

In the case of the young new shooter 
who might think registration wouldn't be 
too bad, (and some of you do) let me say 
this. In the event of such, the government 
or police can declare any type of firearm 
a prohibited weapon, then the owners of 
these have to dispose of them at a rock 
bottom price, or have them confiscated. 
It is happening now in WA, it could 
happen in SA, and it DID happen in Vic 
back in ‘52 with the 30M1 carbine, these 
were declared illegal and hundreds were 
confiscated. There was not one single case 
where conpensation was paid to the 
owner. 

With best regards Malcolm, 
Vern Bennett 
Victoria, 


Dear Sir, 

I think 1 would speak for every 
shooting enthusiast in this country if 1 
said I was appalled by the anti-firearms 
stance adopted by the Victorian A.LP. 

While of course legislative threats to 
our sport are nothing new, I feel that too 
many shooters completely misunderstand 
the motivations for proposing further un- 
reasonable restrictions on legitimate fire- 
arms ownership. 

Although many of our legislators are 
far from being intellectual giants, we 
should never deceive ourselves that they 
are unaware of the ineffectuality of fire- 
arm laws on restraining their criminal 
misuse. 

Indeed, this realisation was expressed 
by the Labour M.P. who introduced into 
Parliament what is now the 1977 South 
Australian Firearms Act, when he said of 
the Bill, and I quote, 

“it is not intended to prevent 
crime, to ensure that there will be 
no more mishaps with guns, or that 
no more guns will ever be used in 
crime.” 


This pronouncement begs the question 
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HE CoULD BE 
A PROBLEM AT 
Renee RANGE 
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of what firearm legislation is all about 


and I personally beleive that the 
proferred motives that get trotted out for 
justifying further restrictions, belie what 
is really a response to a fear politicians 
have of those they rule, There is strong 
evidence to support this assertion, as the 
earliest firearms legislation in Australia 
came in the wake of controls introduced 
in the United Kingdom as a panic 
reaction to an imagined threat that a 
Russian style workers revolt could be 
imminent, 

Quite obviously though, there are 
within the ranks of our politicians those 
who do not view with trepidation the 
private possession of firearms. Equally 
there are others who are genuinely 
altruistic but sadly misinformed in their 
zeal to proscribe firearms. What however, 
has become the anti-gun policy of the 
Victorian A.L.P. is, I feel, the result of 
much more sinister intentions. 


This little piece of proposed repression 
has all the characteristics of the work of 
what is euphemistically called the left 
wing. The element, which is much more 
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appropriately labelled Marxist, does not 
allude to democratic ideals and is bent on 
imposing on us a political philosophy 
which would not receive majority elect- 
oral support. Being fully aware of this 
reality, they have rather chosen to mas- 
querade behind the A.L.P.’s moderate 
image and respectability, to stealthily 
mould its policies and press for legislation 
which will facilitate a transition to the 
socialist state. 

Once the motivation and eagerness 
with which the left wing endorsed drac- 
onian firearms legislation is viewed in this 
perspective, it then becomes crystal clear 
why they ignore any. evidence which de- 
bunks the notion that gun controls pro- 
duce crime controls. This simple fact is 
that the Marxists are not concerned about 
criminals as they do not constitute any 
threat to the creation of the kind of 
social order they envisage. 

They are, however, very concerned 
with what an armed and angry population 
might do about an autocratic regime and 
its obnoxious repressive edicts: It is for 
this reason they will support with the 
utmost rigor any suggestion that the 
community should be disarmed. 

I realise that what I have said would 


Wanted to Sell 


F,A.S. Domino Model 602 standard pistol 
.22 cal. semi-automatic. Brand new $750. 
Ruger Mark II .22 semi-automatic. Bull 
barrel $100. Excellent condition. 

Ph. 003 445 788 


——e 
NEW 

Sellier & Bellot 20gauge BB $18.00/100 

Redding Case Trimmer $24.00 

Fitz .45 ammo boxes $2.00 

FCL .357 mag. brass $15.00/100 
USED 

3 Micro Pistol Master progressive 


reloaders, used, in very good working 
order. In .38 spl., 45 ACP, and 9mm 
calibres, $450.00 each. 

1 Mec 600 Junior, very good condition, 
adjustable charge bar, 12 gauge, $100.00 
.38 spl brass, as new $10.06/100 
.38 spl brass, average use $8.00/100 
9mm brass, average use $8.50/100 
.45 ACP brass, average use $8.50/100 
Phone 071 82 3167 after hours 
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offend many who support the A.L-P. but 
as sports people we must confront the 
reality of the threat emanating from it. If 
1 offend the moderate elements of the 
party, I make no apology, for if they are 
not actively opposed to the radicals with- 
in their midst, they are no less guilty. The 
ALP. will I feel lose a lot of respect as a 
consequence of this anti-gun policy and 
by this one act it has destroyed its cred- 
ability with the shooting fraternity. 

Tt is one thing to identify a threat but 
it is another thing to establish how best it 
can be combatted. It is very certai 

It is one thing to identify a threat but 
it is another thing to establish how best it 
can be combatted. It is very certain that 
the democratic gentlemanly approach of 
judging issues on the basis of factual 
evidence is wasted on the left wing 
element of the Labour Party. 

That a few individuals can adopt a 
policy which deprives 400,000 people in 
Victoria of a traditional freedom to enjoy 
recreational shooting is indicative of the 
weakness in our form of government, in 
that it affords little constitutional pro- 
tection to minority groups from pred- 
atory politicians. 

If shooters in Victoria, and indeed the 


BULLET moulds suit tube magazines 
310 Cadet & 32-20 116gn, 38-40W 150gn 
& 230gn, 411 335gn, 375 220gn & 
330gn, 44 cal. 186gn 210gn G.C. & 
245gn G.C., 308 165 gn G.C. $16.00 
posted. J. Allison, 15 Calvados St., Glen- 
field, N.S.W. 2167. 02-6055606. 


WINCHESTER L/A .22 Magnum and 150 
rounds ammo. $195.00. Also Miroku 
4 x 40 scope and mounts $60.00. Phone 
(071) 441732. 





Wanted to Buy 


NICKEL Browning High Power, new or 
used. Phone 071 82 3167 after hours. 


H&K 91 or EN 7.62 Assault rifle wanted 
must be genuine German or Belgium. 
Phone 076 931 720. Any condition 
considered. 
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entire country, are to retain the freedom 
of the responsible firearms use, they are 
going to have to vigorously support a 
campaign with a two-fold thrust. The 
public must firstly be educated that the 
arguments for draconian firearms control 
are basically fallacious, and secondly, that 
it’s advocates may have an ulterior motive 
lurking behind a facade of altruistic 
concern for public safety. 

Perhaps though I am mis-reading the 
motives of those who have formulated 
this anti-firearm policy, but as a student 
of History I am most suspicious of polit- 
ical parties who allegedly want to inhibit 
a freedom for the common good. You 
see I just cannot forget how Stalin, Hitler 
and Pol Pot just to name a few, held 
defenceless populations at the point of a 
gun and murdered millions who disagreed 
with them or were unacceptable to their 
twisted doctrines. 

An extreme and pessimistic view this 
may be, but the fanaticism which inspires 
such excesses exists in all societies, 
including our own, and to think it could 
never happen here would be very naive. 

Yours sincerely, 
Freedom Fighter, 
South Australia. 


Wanted 


NOT TO BUY OR SELL 
BUT JUST TO PRINT 


Lists of names of polititians in 
each State who, misguidedly or 
whatever, are predisposed toward 
restricting the private ownership of 
firearms. 

It is six months since we first 
printed the Queensland list so it is 
about time we printed it again. 


Edition 4 it will be in but we 
hope that we can drop a few names 
off before we do. 


This time we will mark with 
asterisks, the hard line anti-gunners 
who are deserving of ‘greater 
recognition’. 

Would like to list the wayward 
polititians of other States as well 
so how about someone sending me 
a list. 


Malcolm 





rela 


MINI RAPID and MINI DUEL. 
made in Queensland. 


These two items are made locally for dedicated pistol 
shooters. These units allow dry fire practice to be realistically 
carried out in the shooters own home. 

MINI DUEL : 

Basically, this is a single duelling silhouette target scaled 
down to one fifth on top of a timer which when switched on, 
causes the target to act out the duelling sequence continuously, 
ie. 3 seconds facing, 7 seconds away, until your arm falls off or 
the batteries go flat. The unit is powered by one 9V transistor 
battery (for the timing device) and 2 ‘C’ cells which turn the 
target. Provision is made in the unit to adjust the time 
sequences should some variances occur. 

With proper backstop (and frontstop to protect the timer) 
precautions it is possible to shoot the duelling sequence live 
with an air pistol and thus make use of the 3 Ib trigger setting 
which is built into Feinwerkbau 65 air pistols, A foolscap 
sheet with three scaled down targets printed on it, is included 
with cach unit, This can be photo-copied for an endless supply 
of targets. Distance from target to shooter is S metres. 

Price $65.00 





LAKOTA 
OUTDOOR KNIFE 


Made in Japan. 

Like a lot of quality products these days, the design, fin- 
ance and distribution is based in America while the manufact- 
ure is carried out in Japan, 

Lakota gives a lifetime guarantee, ‘limited’ to the life of the 
original retail purchaser, against defects in material and work- 
manship. Out of the box, the Lakota Hawk is quite impressive 
in looks, weight and quality. Testing for sharpness on the near- 
est hairy arm reveals that it is sharp enough to shave with right 
from the word go. 

Blade is 10cm long and Smm wide along its back and is 
made of high carbon stainless steel reputedly tempered so that 
it has an edge hardness of 56-59 on the Rockwell C scale. 

Manufacturers make much of the fact that on a reasonably 
flat surface the knife will ‘stand up’ on its front bolster and 
pommel, thus keeping the blade out of the dirt. 

This could be a dubious feature as great amounts of dirt 





MINI RAPID : 

This unit is also scaled down to one fifth and accomodates 
the 8, 6, and 4 second series of the rapid fire match as well as 
the duelling sequence. 

The duclling sequence runs the same as on the Mini Duel 
unit, ic. continuously, but the rapid fire sequences are all 
started by a remote control switch that can be placed on the 
floor and activated by foot. 

After stepping on the switch, there is a delay of 3 seconds 
afler which the targets face for the selected time and then tum 
away. Stepping on the switch once more results in a replay of 
the selected sequence, Changing the sequence requires turning 
of the selector on the unit. 

Unit is powered by 2 ‘C’ cells and 4 ‘D’ cells and could be 
of use to those shooters wishing for realistic dry fire practice 
and who own Walther O.S.P.s complete with practice trigger 
units 

Price $195,00 
Available from Lock Stock & Barrel Publications. 





and lack of flat surfaces seem to go together. But as it takes no 
great effort, from a manufacturing aspect, to have this feature 
included, then it is as well to have it, especially since on this 
knife the fat contour of the handle ensures that the blade 
would be in the dirt if it was laid on its side. 

The handle is comfortable to grasp in whichever practical 
hold a person may use. Included with each knife is a lock 
stitched and fully welted genuine tan leather sheath made by 
Safariland, a name well known in the pistol holster business, 

Weighing in at 295 grams and priced at $61.00 it is good 
gear. Distributed by Boustead Australia Ltd. Box 148 
ERMINGTON. 2115 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


CARAVILLE ARMS .45 AUTO ACCESSORIES 
Made in U.S.A. 


— by John Robinson — 


Tt never ceases to amaze me when some new part or acc- 
essory turns up for the Colt-Government Model 45 Auto. 
After 70 years, it would seem that there could not possibly be 
anything else to do to the old pistol. 

Malcolm Bone (P.O. Box 90, Gympie 4570 Qld.) never 
seems to get stuck for something new to do to .45’s, and has 
long been importing spare parts and accurising components for 
the big pistol. 

The latest parcel contained some high class and interesting 
bits made by Caraville Arms in the U.S.A. 

The most interesting was a double action mechanism for 
the .45, which allows the pistol (any standard framed Colt) to 
be converted without having: to resort to the services of a 
gunsmith. 

First impressions of the mechanism were very favourable, 
with its all-stainless steel construction and very high standard 
of fit and finish, Cost is around $130, which is reasonable 
considering the workmanship of the DA assembly. 

How does it fit on? 

The DA mechanism replaces the back strap (mainspring 
housing and grip safety) of the original design and when fitted, 
apart from the stainless construction and the extra protrusion 
of the lower part of the DA housing, looks little different from 
the original. 

The DA assembly is fitted by removing the original parts, 
including the hammer/mainspring connecting strut. A small 
flat clip slides up the grooves in the mainspring housing 
mortice in the frame, over the leaf sear spring that works the 
hammer and sear mechanism, and holds this spring in place 
when the DA mechanism is in position. 

The hammer is attached to the DA hammer strut, and the 
assembly is then simply slid into the frame in place of the 
normal grip safety and mainspring housing. The mainspring 
housing retaining pin can then be fitted through the base of 
the assembly to pass through the twin rings at the bottom of 
the DA unit. 

‘A small stainless cover plate with the Caraville coat of arms 
on it can then be attached to the underside of the DA 
assembly to cover the gap between the bottom of the DA unit 
and the frame. 

Now comes the disappointing aspect. The Caraville unit is 
not strictly a double action mechanism. To my way of think- 
ing, double action means just that, the mechanism should 
cycle the hammer from the uncocked position of the hammer. 
The double action idea is that an uncocked pistol can be 
fired simply by actuating the DA mechanism which, in most 
cases, the trigger. 

It does not work that way on the Caraville unit. Squeezing 
the grip causes the DA mechanism to cock the hammer and 
puts the pistol into the firing mode, but it will not work when 
the hammer is fully down. If the grip is squeezed with the 
hammer down, nothing happens. 
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To work this unit, a special half-cock position is provided a 
little past the conventional half-cock. When the hammer is in 
this position, squeezing the grip brings the hammer to full 
cock and puts the pistol into ready to fire condition. 
Squeezing the trigger as per normal is still required to actually 
fire the pistol. 

The makers claim that this allows for a super safe situation 
because the pistol cannot be fired unless the grip housing 
of the DA mechanism is depressed fully. 

Thus it is possible to carry the pistol cocked, or in the DA 
half cock position, with complete safety and it is ready for 
instant action as soon as the shooters hand closes around the 
grip and squeezes it with normal pressure. 

The only counter to this argument is that in standard form, 
the .45 auto is one of the safest pistols around, and can be 
carried fully loaded, with the safety on, with a high degree of 
security. 

‘The hammer normally has a half cock position which makes 
it difficult for the hammer to reach the firing pin if, without 
trigger being depressed, the hammer is jarred loose from full 
cock. 

Then there is the grip safety that disconnects the trigger 
from the sear when the gzip safety is not depressed by the 
shooter gripping the pistol. Then comes the safety itself, 
which positively blocks the hammer by a substantial bar of 
steel. 

The safety also locks the slide. To get it off takes but a 
quick downward stroke of the thumb for a right handed 
shooter and the auto is ready for instant action. 

I can think of two disadvantages of the standard system 
that get up some points in fayour of the DA mechanism. One, 
the fact that any pistol carried on full cock all the time could 





eventually have its mainspring weakened. And two, for left 
handers, the position of the safety on the left side of the pistol 
frame makes quick actuation difficult. It may also cause some 
problems for people with very small hands or thumb injuries, 
who cannot easily reach or actuate the safety. 

They, to me, are the pros and cons of the Caraville DA 
assembly. It worked perfectly on my pistol and was easy to fit 
and to use, The force required to push the back strap in was 
quite within the realm of the strength of any adult, male or 
female. 

T cannot see much scope for the DA ynitiione competition 


RECOIL ABSORBER 


MUU g 





Along with the DA mechanism, I received a Caraville recoil 
buffer for evaluation. Like the DA unit, it is made of stainless 
steel, including the recoil spring, and is finished to the same 
very high standards as the DA unit. 

The recoil buffer looks much the same as any other buffer 
unit designed for the .45, with a telescopic plunger built in to 
the recoil spring guide. 

The difference with the Caraville is that it has pinched a 
bit of advanced technology from the motor car industry and 
gone to a gas filled shock absorber instead of the usual spring 
to absorb the recoil of the slide. 

The buffer is in fact a miniature shock absorber, and the 
recoil plate is fitted with a resilient synthetic wear washer in 
addition to the buffer. 

Along with this assembly goes a special link unit with a cam 
built into the link to give positive location when the action 
locks up. A very highly polished stainless steel spring also goes 
with these parts, 

Operation of the recoil buffer outside the gun revealed a 
firm and uniform resistance when it was compressed by hand. 
I do not know what the internals of the buffer consisted of, as 
the unit were sealed, but its operation was silky smooth, 

I tested the unit by firing target loads and hardball factory 
loads through my Colt with its standard buffer unit in place, 
and then switching them over and trying to determine if there 
was any difference. 





With slide forward, the recoil spring acts on the cam to 
Keep the barrel fully forward in the locking grooves. 





shooters. If you get a dud round caused by a reluctant primer 
and the hammer drops fully down, then this DA system will 
not work and the hammer would have to be cocked manually 
anyway. 

Also, with the unit fitted, the .45 frame is quite deep and 
would be quite a handful to get hold of for some people. 

However, if you are freaked out on duding up your .45 to 
the limit, the Caraville Arms unit will not detract from the 
project. It really is a beautifully made piece of equipment and 
is worth the money for the quality therein. If only they could 
have got another centimetre movement in the hammer... .. . 


The first round of target ammo (200 gn RCBS/4.6 gn 
452AA) failed to eject, but from then on, there were no mal- 
functions caused by the stiffer action of the buffer during the 
last movement of the slide to the rear, 

Changing to factory loads, the same procedure was fol- 
lowed, but neither Ian Cromarty (who has had a lot of 
shooting experience with .45’s) or I, could determine any 
difference in felt recoil. 

One significant point did come to light on examining the 
fired cases however. The factory loads did not exhibit the flat- 
tening of the necks from their hitting the ejection port at high 
speed that occurs with unbuffered .45°s and my buffered 
pistol also slightly flattens the case necks with full loads, 
From this evidence, it appears that the gas filled buffer 
definitely softens the action of the gun and saves it a battering 
if full loads are to be used regularly, 

This is the main advantage of buffering the gun in my 
experience, as | have found it hard to detect any improvement 
in recoil control through the presence of a buffer. 

The Caraville unit is very expensive at $75 (buffer, link, 
spring and cap). It was obviously not feasable to test the unit 
for durability. Gas filled shock absorbers on cars are subject 
to millions of seyere impacts in service so | may have been 
there yet trying to wear the buffer out. 


Note from the importer:- The following chart was compiled to 
demonstrate the effect of the cam on the barrel link, 


Poundage required to move or hold slide rearward 


Hammer = Hammer Slide 

down cocked rearward 
Colt Govt. well used 11tb 6 Ib 121b 
Colt Govt. with new 16 Ib recoil spr. 14 Ib 10(b 16 tb 
with Caravilles recoils spring only = 11 Ib Tb 10 1b 
with Caravilles buffer unit & spring 17 1b 7Ib 23 Ib 
with Caravilles complete unit 15 1b 11Ib 23 Ib 





With slide rearward, the cam, acting on the slide stop 
pin, forces the barrel down onto the frame. 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


NEW DOVETAIL MOUNTS FROM HILLVER. 
— by John Andrew — 





A dovetail claw is milled into a thick washer under the 
dovetail clamping screw. These coin slotted screws and 
conventional screw driver slotted ring screws are used to 
avoid Allen screw problems which are :- Being caught 
without the correct size Allen key in the field, and a tend- 
ancy by some users to over-tighten with same. Loctite 
242 is recommended if there is any anxiety about 
mounts loosening. 


Called ‘Hillver Magnum’ mounts these all-steel mounts are 
for use on 9% to 10 millimetre dovetail widths provided on the 
bulk of .22 R.F, rifles and will be available to suit either one 
inch or 26 millimetre diameter scope tubes. Unlike the ‘Hillver 
Junior mounts, the ‘Magnum’ mounts do not incorporate 
windage adjustment, which isn’t really required nowdays. 
Modern ‘Image Moving’ internally adjustable scopes can cope 
with a moderate amount of misalignment between a rifles 
dovetail and bore axis, 

Dropping the windage adjustment makes a few other 
design objectives easier to achieve. These are a reduction in the 
height, bulk and weight of the mounts with the bonus of a 
neater appearance. In addition, having one side of the mount’s 
dovetail claws immovable means that the scope will haye a 
much better chance of returning to zero if it becomes necessary 
to uncouple and recouple the mounts from and to a sifle’s 
dovetail base. 

Since Hillver Products changed hands nearly twelve 
months ago they have installed a lot of new sophisticated 
machine tools and have been getting stuck into ways of im- 
proving production methods and looking at new designs. The 
prototype samples of the Magnum mounts I have just in- 
spected are a result of this activity. According to the manag- 
ment of Hillver Products there is a patent pending on certain 
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features of the Magnum mount design (presumably the neat 
dovetail fastening). 

Apparenuy Hillver’s production director Peter Govert had 
alot to do with this development, 

Bear in mind that the sample mounts I inspected were 
prototypes and my following comments may or may not apply 
to the production models due out early in “82. Unlike the 
almost hand-made samples. the production models will be 
tured out on automatic lathes und are expected to have 
better dimensional uniformity. 

One test I did on the pair of samples was to mount them 
so close together on a rifle’s dovetail base as to be touching, 
When tightened onto the base in this position it’s casy to 
observe if the rings line up well or not. On the samples the 
rings matched up quite well for height but were offset about 
half a millimetre for windage. 

This is where the improved dimensional control of auto- 
matic lathes will be useful. On the other hand, this amount of 
offset is not uncommon nor unacceptable, I{ would amount to 
a half metre change in scope alignment at 100 m provided the 
tings were used 10 cm apart for instance, 

A scopes internal adjustment should easily cope with this 
unless the bias from the mounts aggravated an existing mis- 
alignment of the scopes bore and dovetail. If’ so, it’s simply a 
matter of reversing the positions of the rings (ie. front one to 
the back and vice versa) and the offset of the tings will 
actually cancel out some of the misalignment between the 
dovetail and the bore axis, a sort of defacto windage adjust- 
ment. 

Another thing | found when checking the prototype sam- 
ples was that the mount claws are cut at a slightly sharper 
angle than on some others that I have. I found this after notic- 
ing that the mounts contacted just on the points of the claws 
and they were riding on a small rounded area at the deepest 
part of one particular rifle’s dovetail grooves. 

This happened on a Walther rifle whereas the fit on a 
Brno Model 2 was quite good. Obviously dovetails on rifles 
aren't as well standardised as they could be. 

‘The remedy in the case of the Walther would be to file the 
points of the mount claws so they don’t reach the rounded 
area in the deepest part of the dovetail groove. ‘This would give 
the mounts a more positive hold against up and down move- 
ment and more reliable return to vero after removing the 
mounts from the rifle. 

The angle of the cut in the mount claws is obviously a 
matter of judgement in view of the non-standardisation of 
dovetail grooves. Too blunt an angle on the mounts would 
tend to bend the lips of the dovetail grooves, particularly on 
some non-steel bases. I think if Ilillver erred at all they went 
the right way, but could possibly consider bluntening the 
points of the mount claws a bit to suit Walthers and maybe 
other brands. 

My overall impression of these all-steel Australian made 
mounts is good and | think a lot of shooters will appreciate 
them particularly as they look worthy of use on a quality rifle. 
Retail price of the Magnum mounts is expected to be about 
$22.00. 

















From page 39 
certainly a great idea, and doas add a Tot 
Of interest. I had to leave early, just as 
the Centrefire shooters all but lifted the 
roof with the combined reports of their 
rifles. 

To have a chance of winning the Field- 
rifle Championships, @ shooter has to 
‘compete in both Rimfire and Centrefite, 
as the Championship is for the highest 
aggregate score over both events, How- 
ever, shooters can enter in one or the 
other section, There were 30 entries in 
the Rimfire this time, and 18 in the 
Centrefice. ‘There are miedals awarded for 
the highest scores in all the separate 
stages, for both Rimfire and Centrefire, 
T think that it was a very worthwhile 
experience. No many of us can hope to 
‘win against such company, but i's stil a 
good feeling to have been there amongst 
it 

Ron and Roger wore right — the 
important thing is to have attended. 1 
hiope to be back next year, with enough 
time to spare to attend the barbecue 
Which is a traditional and much enjoyed 
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feature of the Canberra shoot. 

The Majura Range, set in approximately 
200 acres of land, is used by about one to 
two hundred shooters each week, with 
greater numbers during the many Champ- 
onships which are held throughout the 


year, In addition to the 8.S.A.A. clubs 
which have facilities there, the Inter. 
national Gun Club has its Olympic 


‘Trench on the property, and the National 
Pistol Club is situated there as well. The 
Canberra Rifle Club for big bore shooting 
is adjacent. 

The range can be used by the public 


Powerful new Dovetail Locking System 
with “Coin” Slot Locking Screws for 
Rapid Field Fitting and Removal of 
“Scope without Special Tools, 


Streamlined Low Profile Rings 
Engineered for Maximum 
Strength Minimum 





NEW RELEASE FOR ’82 


HILLVER MAGNUM 
ALL STEEL TWO PIECE MOUNTS 


‘WITH STANDARD 8.5mm to 10mm DOVETAILS (RIMFIRE RIFLES) 


for both sighting in and practice, They 
should contact P.O, Box 722, Canberra 
City, ACT, 2601 for information. 
Regular shoots in all the branches of the 
sport are held. Information on these is 
also available, 1 can think of no better 
stop off while driving in or near the 
A.CT, It could be the highlight of » 
trip to the National Capital for any 
shooter. ‘There are plans afoot for a 
clubhouse, which will further add to the 
enjoyment of the shooters using the 
range. Canberra is certainly lucky to have 
a range facility such as Majura, 

















































Seeing that a number of very prom 
ising writers have emerged (with a little 
eoersion from Gympie and environs, Lock 
Stock & Barrel feels that there must be a 
wealth of talent as yet untapped within 
he rest of the country. 


To encourage this hitherto wndis- 
covered talent to put pen to paper, Lock 
stock & Barrel will offer a prize of fire- 
larm related goods to the value of $250.00 
to those potential writers who have never 
had an article published. Articles will be’ 
lon a firearm related subject and be of 
12000 10 3000 words, accompanied by 
photos. 

‘The best of the entries, as well as the' 
winner’, will be published in Lock Stock 
& Barrel and will be paid for atthe usual 
rates. Judging, by the Publishers, will be 
based on originality, style, information 
provided, humour etc. All entries to be in 
the Publishers hands by May 1st 1982. So 
don't delay, write today, (typed, double 
spaced, one side of the paper only) and 
ost to ~ 





Precision Machined Rings, 
‘Micro-Reamed for 1" and 
25mm 'Scape Tube 


Available February 1982 
Dealer Enquiries: 
ICR. HERRON PTY. LTD. 

























HILLVER *SCOPE MOUNTS 


MANUFACTURED BY HILLVER PRODUCTS 








Lock Stock & Barrel, 14 BRLINKER ROAD. GREENACRE, N'SW 2190, AUSTRALIA 
211 Mary Street, 
GYMPie TELEPHONE: (02) 708 1257 — 24 HOUR ANSWERING 
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From page 15 


stretched forward from the solid 
case head. This movement results 
in the case eventually becoming too 
long overall and thus brings about 
the need for trimming back to the 
specified length occasionally. 

| suppose it is not actually an 
instance of the case walls flowing 
forward, so much as an instance of 
the case head stretching rearward — 
especially in excess headspace con- 
ditions, At the moment of firing, 
the firing pin protrudes from the 
boll, contacts the primer, and 
moves the entire round forward. 
When the round gets fully forward, 
the flring pin which is still travelling 
forward, now dents and thus ignites 
the primer, and the powder burns. 
Maximum) pressure occurs very near 
lo this point which expands the 
case against the chamber walls and 
by friction locks it there, 


The solid case head containing 
the primer and incorporating the 
rim, cannot expand against the 
chamber and yet against its base, on 
the inside, it is subject to the same 
pressure as all other inner surfaces. 
There is a gap (called headspace) 
caused by the cartridge being 
pushed forward, between the base 
of the cartridge and the bolt face 
face and there is around two times 
(1.99 times for the .270 Winchester, 
1.7 times for .308 Winchester and 
3.3 times for the .22-250) the force 
being exerted on the case head 
from the inside than there is being 
exerted on the bullet as it accel- 
erates up the barrel — so something 
has to give. 

Either the case head drags the 
whole case to the rear until it con- 
nects the bolt face, or it connects 
with the bulk face anyway but 
stretches away from the rest of the 
case, 

With lighter loads the case will 
follow the head with a minimum of 
stretching. With heavy loads and 
higher pressures, friction of case to 
chamber is much greater thus re- 
sisting case movement and so 
stretching is prevelant and sooner 
or later results in separation. The 
greater the headspace the sooner 
the separation. 

"Brass flow’ forward does occur 
during full-length sizing, particularly 











On left, almost total head separation while on right separation is imminent. 


if the case was expanded greatly in 
diameter. Brass stretches readily 
during firing but greatly resists be- 
ing compressed during sizing and 
seems to prefer to retain its outer 
surface area. When the diameter is 
forced to reduce during full-length 
sizing, the length becomes greater 
as a result of its efforts to keep its 
surtace area the same. 

We can accept also that the neck 
of the case is subject to the roughest 
of treatment during firing. Not 
only is it flung open at almost 
instant high pressure, but also, all 
of the burning gas ‘scorches’ through 
it. This, plus the resizing process 
serves to harden the brass and make 
it brittle, no wonder it tends to 
split. 

The annealing or softening 
process for brass is to heat it red 
hot (or rather pink hot — brass may 
melt at red hot) followed by immed- 
iate quenching in water. The 
immediate quenching in water is a 
crucial part of the softening process. 

The burning gas passing through 
the neck would be hot enough to 
bring the neck to red hot but 
because of the short lime the heal 
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is applied and the cases close con- 
tact against the chamber, which 
takes much of the heat away, the 
brass doesn't reach annealing temp- 
eralure (just as well as brass has 
very liltle strength or cohiesian at 
pink hot termperatures), plus the 
case cools slowly after firing. This 
expanding, plus the heating and 
slow cooling which tends to follow 
the annealing pattern but without 
imparting any of the softening 
process, only serves to harden the 
brass and eventually makes the 
neck, in particular, quite brittle. 

What we don’t understand is why 
the splits did not occur at all during 
the maximum load test. 


Whereas jn two instances prior Lo 
splitting an indentation was noticed 
in the case neck, we considered that 
perhaps a speck of unburnt powder 
may have lain between the case 
neck and chamber which may have 
caused the indentation and initiated 
the fracture. 

However, super-glueing a tiny 
granual of powder to the neck to 
check this theory, resulted in a dil- 
ferent shape of indentation, didn’t 


precipitate a neck split and the case 
reverted to normal during the 
next firing and after the remains of 
the granual had been removed. 


We note also in the tirst test that 


the neck sized cases gave no 
warning of an impending split 
(sounds like parl iamentary pro- 


cedure) — they looked 100% prior 
to firing and were split when ex- 
tracted. The full-length sized cases 
both exhibited a tiny dent first and 
then a hole or small split, followed 
by a large split. 

The split did centre about the 
half-way mark in the neck in every 
instance which could indicate as 
far as the neck sized cases were con- 
cerned, that the ring where the 
neck-sizing ceased was where the 
greatost intensity of metal fatigue 
could be found. 

It would take a lot more testing 
with greater numbers of cases to 
prove even this small aspect one 
way or another. 

There are numerous theories why 
full-length sized cases last longer. 
R.C.B.S. suggest that because the 
brass flows forward during full- 
length sizing, then that section of 
the cases neck which was al a high 
stress point in relationship to the 
chamber, moves forward (very 
slightly) so it is situated for the 
next firing at a point where stress 
may be less, 

Case life aside, Sierra suggests 
that while neck sizing requires 
minimal working of the brass in 
that the shoulder is not touched, it 
is thereby possible to off centre the 
neck and problems with accuracy 
may develop, Full-length sizing will 
correct that error. 

Sierra found that for best accur- 
acy virgin brass (new and unfired) 
should be used and the next best 
was with first, second, and third 
fired full-length sized cases, 

Settling the question of neck- 
sizing or full-length sizing for ones 
own conditions as to case life, 
could be a worthwhile endeavour. 

If you can find out why some 
cases last 8 times longer than others 
and take appropriate action, you 
stand a good chance of shooting 
7500 rounds or more with 100 
cases — just think, buy 100 cases 
with your rifle and use them tor the 
life of three barrels. ® 


HEY THERE BANK-JOHNNIES, 
WE’RE ON YOUR SIDE. 
By L.J. Huntington 
Publicity Officer, O.F.U. (N.S.W.) 


Mister Average Firearm Owner 
in Australia is a conservative, law- 
abiding fellow, who sympathises 
completely with Bank employees 
who are subject to the territying ex- 
perience of an armed hold-up. We 
are with you, all the Tellers out 
there in Bank Hold-up Land and we 
support any sensible and practical 
solution to your problem. 

On reading the November issue 
of ‘Dollars and Sense’, a publication 
put out by the Australian Bank Em- 
ployees Union, | came across an art- 
icle titled ‘Union Concerned in 
Dramatic Rise in Armed Bank 
Hold-Ups’. This article was sup- 
ported by two photographs, the 
first showing a bank hold-up in pro- 
gress and the second revealing a gun 
salesman holding two firearms on 
display. The article stated that 
Unions affiliated with the N.S.W. 
Labour Council, including the 
A.B.E.U., met recently to consider 
legislation governing firearms in this 
State (N.S.W.). As a result the 
Labour Council has written to the 
Minister for Police and Services, 
saying, 'We believe the lack of 
adequate control of rifles and shot- 
guns endangers Union members em- 
ployed by Banks, TAB agencies, 
Building Societies etc. as well as the 
general public.’ A number of re- 
commendations to tighten gun laws 
were put forward. 

The article failed to mention 
whether these persons making the 
recommendations to the Minister 
were qualified and capable of giving 
@ practical recommendation as far 
as the illegal use of firearms is con- 
cerned. | am sure that the same 
A.B.E.U. would object strongly if 
THEIR bank books were discussed 
and recommendations for the im- 
provement there to were put for- 
ward by the Blacksmith's Assoc- 
iation. 

| would like to sincerely point 
out to A.B.E.U. members that the 
robbery being carried out by the 
two men in the first photograph is 
being perpetrated with the use of a 
pistol, a weapon for which strict 
legislation is in force throughout 
Australia. Why didn’t the strict leg- 
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islation prevent the use of that! 
pistol in that hold-up? The other 
Photograph shows a military-type| 
rifle that is already illegal in this 
State and a children’s air rifle. What 
garbled message is the Editor trying 
to put across or is it just that he 
doesn’t understand the subject on 
which he is illustrating? STRICT 
FIREARMS LEGISLATION WILL 
NOT PREVENT OR EVEN DE— 
CREASE THE CRIMINAL USE OF 
FIREARMS. This FACT has been 
proven over and over again by all 
the various Government Agencies 
throughout the world that have 
carried out proper and diligent 
investigation into the criminal use 
of firearms in our society. The cold, 
hard truth is that CRIMINALS DO 
NOT OBEY THE LAW —THAT IS 
WHY THEY ARE CRIMINALS. 

No doubt many A.B.E.U. 
members are also members of var- 
ious swimming clubs in the State, 
Now, if we were to take the at- 
titude that, owing to the fact that 
quite a number of people were 
drowned in this ‘State last year 
(many more in fact than those in- 
jured with firearms), we should ban 
water or at the very least strictly 
ration it, we would receive a rather 
hostile reception and rightly so, 
The point that | am making is that 
the rationing of water would ac- 
compfish just as much to prevent 
drownings as the banning of fire- 
arms will prevent bank hold-ups, 
and that is ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING. 

Please friends, if the illegal use 
of firearms upset you so much (and 
it should) then at least be con- 
cerned enough to conduct a scien- 
lific and scholastic investigation 
into the problem in an endeavour 
to come up with some relevant 
answers. The problem obviously] 
stems from a flaw somewhere in 
our Social Structure, the solution o 
of which | cannot provide the 
answer. Is there a breakdown in our 
Judicial System? Are our criminals 
receiving their just deserts? Do they 
receive frivolous sentences after 
committing armed crime? 


Don't forget chaps, we aré not 
the enemy, we are on your side, 
don’t make life miserable for us, get 
into those armed bandits, they’rel 
the baddies. mo} 
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From page 42 

competition was shot in very strong 
South Westerly winds, which 
caused the targets to dip and dive 
with a 50 kph boost from the tail- 
wind as they left the traphouse. 

To my surprise, | only dropped 
three targets in the 20 bird single 
barrel event, and one in the double 
barrel section. 

lt soon became apparent that the 
Miroku did not fit me properly. | 
have had this problem with other 
under and over trap guns. My face 
is not well suited to the higher 
combs on a lot of guns designed for 
target work, and to get a good sight 
picture, | had to get tightly down 
on the comb. This resulted in my 
right cheekbone copping a pound- 
ing to the point where it was un- 
comfortable to carry on after 
shooting at 50 targets. 

Ken Winning, proprietor of 
Hunter Sports Supplies and also a 
regular trap shooter, had a look at 
the 6000 and compared it to a 
couple that he had in the shop. 

He concluded that the comb on 
this particular gun was in fact 
higher than either of the two 6000's 
he had handled. | cannot account 
for this difference. 

Gordon Marriot, also a keen clay 
target shooter, shot a round with 
the 6000 and pronounced it satis- 
factory. 

This simply illustrates the im- 

portance of good gun fit. It isan 
absolute first requirement that a 
trap gun be properly fitted to its 
user. 
If the shooter has to force a 
position on the gun, it will result 
in undue strain or physical discom- 
fort over a shooting session. 








Author shooting the 6000. Note how cheek is forced down onto the comb to 


attain correct sight picture. 

The stock should be modified if 
necessary, to get the shooters head 
and eye into the correct position. 
This usually involved either cutting 
down or building up the comb, or 
in some special cases, offsetting the 
stock to the right or the left of 
centre. This cast-off, as it is called 
is a feature of the Rottweil 72 trap 
gun, whose stock is cast off 6mm at 
the toe. 





Several other shooters, both 
experienced and tyros, were invited 
to have a shot with the Miroku. 
The inexperienced shooters espec- 
ially can often reveal how good the 
basic handling characteristics of a 


Action underside shows the quality fitting of the metalwork. Note the ‘5000 T 
UU identification. 
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They cannot use their acquired 
skills to overcome any short- 
comings of the firearm, 

lan Cromarty volunteered to give 
it a go, never having shot at clay 
targets before and, for that matter, 
not having shot smoothbores hardly 
at all, other than very occasionally. 

lan shoots mainly handguns and 
rifles, and from my ownexperience, 
this kind of background can be a 
positive disadvantage when trans- 
ferring to clay targets. 

There is a strong tendency to 
want to ‘rifle shoot’ the targets. Of 
course, by the time you aim at 
them where they are, they are 
somewhere else without any bits 
missing. 

Jan broke 16 birds with his first 
attempt at a 20 target double barrel 
event, from 15 metres, which was 
good work for a first attempt. 

The telltale red mark on his 
cheek after the event indicated that 
he too found the comb too high. 

The barrels on the 6000 are vent- 
ilated, and are quite widely spaced. 
This form of construction is 
claimed to better dissipate heat and 
also Jessen sidewind effects on the 
barrels in strong cross winds. 

The heat factor can be important. 
In hot weather in still conditions, 
heat waves rising off a barrel after a 
long string of shots can be 
substantial. 











Wood and metal fit on the Miroku 6000 are first class, as is the generous checkering. 


After shooting half a case of 
ammo through the gun, the only 
problem experienced was through 
the top lever not being properly 
shut, which prevented the triggers 
from operating. 

This was caused by the tightness 
of the new gun, and gentle closure 
of the breech had to be followed up 
by pushing the lever to the centre 
position manually, 

If the gun was snapped shut, the 
problem did not occur. As the 
Miroku loosens up, | doubt if this 
problem will arise. 

The 6000 felt to be fighter gun 
than an old model Miroku trap gun 
to which it was compared. This 
was not substantiated on the scales, 
as the weight of both guns was 
close enough to equal not to 
matter, 


The difference proved to be in 
the balance of the 6000 which had 
its point of balance slightly more to 
the rear, possibly due to the light- 
ness of the barrel assembly with the 
ventilated rib between the barrels. 


Already, the new Miroku 6000 
has been seen in increasing numbers, 
but this may be because like most 
of the shooting sports, the part- 
icipants are always ready to try 
something new in the hope that it 
will provide that magic edge of per- 
formance that has previously been 
lacking from the shooter's repetoir. 

| cannot objectively assess the 
competition potential of the new 
Miroku. The gun did not fit me 
well enough and | am not a serious 
competitive shotgunner. 








Breech face of the Mode! 6000, 
showing underlug locking recess 
and extractors. 











All | can say is that Miroku have 
taken some of the features of the 
highly regarded competition guns 
made in Europe, and combined 
ihem with the quality of workman- 
ship of Miroku’s craftsmen to 
produce a special clay target shot- 
gun, 

Obviously, anyone in the market 
for 4 target gun will have to try one 
out on targets and do what is 
needed to determine whether the 
gun suits his requirements. 

There is no question that the 
mechanical aspects of the Miroku's 
design are up to the rigors of a long 
life shooting clay targets, It is a 
quality unit, as it should be for the 
price. | hope the engraving is more 
in keeping with its price on the 
current production models. ® 





‘ s as 
RS Vereeeek Ef 


For 2 $1000 plus gun, the engraving on the side panels is sparse and not well 


executed, as can be seen by the irregularities in the border pattern. 
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4 suit either of the above .. $130.00 
per pair. 





Available from: 






Malcolm D. Bone 
P.O.Box90 Gympie 4570 






The new ramp front sight. 
From page 19 


The Manufacturers recommend 
that your Stirling should only be 
used with high velocity ammo. | 
have only ever used Target ammo in 
mine, and | have had no jams since 
taking off the flash deflector. The 
only trouble | have had was when 
that: Bu. ta ew awful trigger broke 
into about fifteen pieces while 
using the rifle. 

That’s when | decided to make 
one myself. | do have a spare 
though, bought at a cost of $6.50. 
That has to be cheap — it took 
seven and a half hours to make one. 


| had a few rounds off the 
shoulder just to feel how she would 
handle in the field, and soft drink =+ 
cans fell at the rate of one every Right side of action. 





three shots at 100 yards. Not so 
hot you say? Try it then, with 
open sights, with your new Stirling 
2000. 


To sum up then, | would say that 
! could see no other alterations to 
the mechanism, take down and re- 
assembly js still the same, a bit 
tiddley at first, but one soon gets 
quite adept. Anyone who owns 4 
Stirling will tell you that they have 
to be stripped down to clean 
properly. Never put the cleaning 
rod through [rom ihe muzzle end. 
Clean and oil them well after use 
and | am sure that the Model 2000 
will give the same excellent service 
as the old Model 20s. 

Retail price of the Model 2000 is 
$105.00 

Wishing you all luck with your 
shooting, whatever kind it may be. 





Barrel marking on the sample Model 2000. It appears the model designation was 
stemped on by hand as an afterthought. ® 
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From page 33 

talked about, weapons systems like 
the 84 mm CARL — GUSTAF were 
developed. 

The CARL — GUSTAF, or 
‘Charlie the Swede’ is a shoulder 
supported, precision fired, recoilless 
anti-tank rifle. The weapon is com- 
monly served by a two-man crew. 
One fires the gun, and the number 
2 carries ammunition and acts as 
loader. 

Four rounds are in common use, 
The range of the illuminating round, 
which is used to illuminate ground 
targets at night, is 2300 m, the 
smoke round has a range of 1300 
and the H.E. (high explosive) round 
is effective out to 1000 metres. 


Four rounds are in common use. 
The range of the illuminating round, 
which is used to illuminate ground 
targets al night, is 2300.m, the 
smoke round has a range of 1300 m. 
and the H.E. (high explosive) round 
is effective out to 1000 m. 

Stationary A.F.V.s can be en- 
gaged, with the fin stabilized, 
rocket assisted HEAT round, at 
ranges up to 700 m, and the moving 
A.F,V.s at 500 m. The rocket assist- 
ance has markedly decreased the 
flight time of the round, thereby 
increasing hit ratios on moving 
‘targets at all ranges. Time of flight 
to 700 m is 2.1 seconds. 

The rocket motor in the round 
becomes operative about 60 feet 
from the muzzle after the stabil- 





Breech open for loading 


ising fins have unfolded and locked 
into place. The motor burns for 
about 1% seconds and increases the 
muzzle velocity of 290 m/sec., to 
380 m/sec. The piezo electric fuze 





The 84 mm Carl Gustaf M2-550 RCL gun. (FFV $50) + 
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is situated at the base of the stand- 
off distance tube/shock transmitter 
and jnitiates the hollow charge 
from the rear. 





Left. The round as loaded. Right. 
The projectile after it has left the 
launcher and the fins have sprung out. 





—_ 





he observes the position of the 
farget when the next pulse occurs. 
This shows him, in terms of angular 
travel or lead, how far the target 
moves during the time of flight of 
the shell and so that amount is set 
on_the lead sight as an aim off. 

The lead finder functions bet- 
ween the ranges of 150 to 700 
metres with an accuracy giving a 
maximum deviation not exceeding 
4% of the time of flight within the 
temperature range of -40 degrees to 
+60 degrees C. The battery is a re 
chargeable sealed, nickel cadmium 
cell useable down to -40 degrees C. 
Alt temperatures down to -20 
degrees C. a standard 1.5V dry 
battery may be used. 

As another bonus there is a sub- 
calibre device in 9 mm which fires 
the FFV 840 tracer round. This 
simulates the HEAT round out to 
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Sectioned view of the 84 mm HEAT shell FFV. Submitted by 


Combined Shooters’ & Firearm 





The FFV—550 is 44.5" Jong ana 
weighs 33 |b, which makes it a 
chore to carry it around on your 
back all day, But il pays oft in 
results, 


QUESTION 1. 


In the FFV—550 a range and leaci 
finding sight has replaced the old 
2 x 17 telescope. The range finder 
is of the coincidence type and uses 
the split image principle. When the 
two images become one, then the 
fange has been correctly calculated 
Elevation is aulomaticaily allowed 
for according to the type of 
ammunition selected 

The lead finder is an electronic 
unit, battery powered and housed 
in the lower part of the telescopic 
sight. When the range has been 
found Lo the targel for the selected 
shell, the electronic unit generates a 
series of light pulses separated in 
time by a period equivilent to time 
of flight to the range of the selected 
shell (HEAT or H.E.). These are 
superimposed on the sight picture. 
The firer uses the trigger switch Lo 
start the pulses and has rheostat 
control to control the brighiness. 
He aims at the centre of the target 
and after the first light pulse occurs, 


ANSWER 1, 


by firearm prohibitions. 


QUESTION 2. 





robberies? 


ANSWER 2. 


that of nine years previously. 
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FIREARM FACTS 


Has stringent hand gun control prevented criminals acquiring and 
this type of firearm in armed crime? 


Apparently not. The fact that in 1976 pistols were used in 50% and 
40% of the respective armed robberies in Victoria and New South, 
Wales only strengthen the contention that criminals are not inhibited 


What appears to be the most effective deterrent to armed bai 


it would seem that protecting bank staff with bulletproof screens is 
the best solution. West Germany legislated to force its banking system), 
to do this and halved bank robberies in the first two years of the laws’ 
operation, Of six other countries surveyed in 1978, Germany was the 
oily one where bank roboeries were occurring at a rate lower thant 


400 m. 9 mm parabellum rounds 
can also be used for training on in- 
door ranges and introductory shots, 

The FFV—§50 is in current pro- 
duction and service and is manu- 
factured by Forenade Fabriksverken 
5-631 87 Eskilstuna, Sweden. 

Well, we've looked at three 
different types of ‘Can-Openers’ 
from amongst the myriad that have 
been, still are and no doubt still will 
be in the future. 


It might be a lot easier to press a 
button with a spatulated social 
digit, and the results may be even 
more spectacular; but from one 
who has had the privilege of firing 
Charlie, there is nothing quite like 
seeing that big red ball of tracer 
arcing into the spot at which you 
aimed, 







Council of South Australia. 
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WOLFF EXTRA POWER RECOIL 
‘SPRINGS currently available. 
COLT, COMMANDER, .45, 

COLT 1911/19111, Govt./MK IV, 

‘ond Gold Cup Models, 45 Col. 


‘ip att tnt 
(Mean ave 


18 pounds 
16 pounds 


‘WOLFF EXTRA POWER 
LOAD RATINGS 

20, 22, 24, 26 pounds 

18%, 20, 22, 24 pounds 





EXTRA POWER RECOIL SPRINGS alto available for the Following: . . . . 


Browning 1935 (Hi-Power), 9mm 
‘Smith & Wesson Model 39/59, 9mm 


17 pounds 
16 pounds 


11844, 20, 22 pounds 
18, 20, 22 pounds 





PRICES for the above extta power recoil springs 


1 to 4 springs, any load selection: Price Code D each. 
5 or more springs, any load selection: Price Code C each, 


Specify Moke, Medel, and Caliber .. and required lead ratings. 


WOLFF IGNITION PAK for COLT .45 Caliber Semi-Automatic Pistols 
Designed tor use in 1911/Y911A1, Gov't MK IV and Gold Cup Series, plus Commander Series. 


IGNITION PAK contains seven load rated hammer springs . 


REDUCED POWER HAMMER SPRINGS: 1 each 19, 2, and 21 Ibs. Designed 


+ irnmedi 


no iting required. 
rovide positive ignition with smecthor Jetatfs. 


STANDARD POWER HAMMER SPRING: 1 cach 23 Ibs. . . for standard replacement lunclions. 


EXTRA POWER HAMMER SPRINGS: 
‘springs where military primars are used. 


Mari 
NOTE: These springs are 


WOLFF IGNITION PAK for Colt 45 Auto Pistols .. 


‘each 26, 28 and 30 ibs. Deslaned for faster lock-lime and postive ignition . 


‘The overall Ignition pak is designed to provide the shooter with suffcient load spread to ob 
ition function. ~ 


Pree are signe owe in 5 Cay Piso, Homever, he serngs may be esd in he 38m calor. Ds 
Smaller ameter aren Tring pins, les hammer" Impsct force Ie requ mer indentation. We recommend tat 
‘the lower load values be used in the .38/9mm caliber pistols, vith 


« suggest these] 
in essentially any desired hammer spring| 
the 


-ss-PHHe® Code K each 





WOLFFPAKS — WOLFFPAK Il'S—COMBAT PAKS — High Performance Tune-Up Paks For Semi- 
Automatic Pistols Used In Combat or Target Shooting. 





WOLFFPAK for COLT .45 Caliber Automatics 
‘CONSISTING OF: 


IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION, Ne Fitting required. ca 
PRICES: COLT, COMMANDER SERIES, Cal. 45—Price Code”"each 


(COLT, 1911/1911), Gov't MK. IV and 
Gold Cup Models, Cal.4s—Price Coad Meach 


WOLFFPAK II 
CONTAINS ALL ITEMS LISTED FOR WOLFFPA 
Ploe 3 each Pla WP era power mayen arin. 
WBLFEPAR Its specify loft or Commander Series, 
Price Colo EE each. 





COMBAT PAK 
CONTAINS 1 EACH: 22 fbs XP recoll spring, XP fring pin spring, 
26 I XP Hammer spring, plus 10% XP Magazine spring, magazine 
{sliower support, side phungers ‘and magazine eaich spring. 
‘COMBAT PAK ». «specify or 1911 or Commander series. 
Price Code P each 





WOLFFPAK for BROWNING 1935 (Hi-Power), 9mm 


CONSISTING OF: 
each, extra power recoil springs, 1 each load rating woled above, 
3 Seek es er ina aati ae weapon 

sive ee “ 


IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION. No fitting required. 


WOLFFPAK 


CONTAINS ALL ITEMS LISTED FOR WOLFFPAK, 
‘lus 3 each 10% extra power magazine springs. 
WOLFFPAK It. Price Cade AA each 


COMBAT PAK 
CONTAINS 1 EACH: 20 fos XP recoil sorina, XP firing pin spring, 
XP hammer spring, magazine spring, plus 10% PF magazine 


‘spring. 
COMBAT PAK Price Code M each, 








WOLFFPAK for SMITH and WESSON Model 39/59 
9mm : 


IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION. No fitting required. 
PRICE CODE: P each. 
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WOLFFPAK I 
CONTAINS ALL. ITEMS LISTED FOR WOLFFPAK, 
plus 3 each Plus 10% exira power magazine springs, 
WOLFFPAK Price Cade AA each 
COMBAT PAK 
CONTAINS 1 EACH: 20 
‘exiractor spring, 
‘Spring. 
COMBAT PAK 


2, XP recall spring, XP fe : 
calch spring, lar Wie RF maga 


Price Code M each. 








Manufactured by KIT #3 minature coi sPpRINGS— GEN- 


ce 0 ERAL PURPOSE REPAIRS. 


dis : ar "8 consists of 150 MINIATURE COIL SPRINGS. 15 
spring oe 10 Espn eat design. Extra coils on 
com; all spr to permit fitting in general purpose repair 

cae ee 


GUN SPIMNGMAKERS Kit #3 coil springs are designed to function in Vie" 
: to ¥6" and 1.5mm to 3.5 mm inside diameters. Springs vary 
IHOTGUN HAMMER SPRING PAK from 14” to 14%” in over-all lengths. A highly useful selec- 
Ugned for use on ig damerar hana pin or auides” Saying Segre, | Hon of miniature English and Metric Standard coll springs 
2 springs of each design. Extra coils on each spring for fiting. for the Gunsmith. 
Stock #1619: Price Code G 


DVER/UNDER SHOTGUN HAMMER SPRING PAK BLITZPAK #3 


10 GP Coil Tyee O/U Shotgun Hammer Sprinzs . .. Aesioned to peiace PRICE 
weakened original hammer springs in Foreign Over/Unders . . . impart- CODE 
Ing fast lock-time with Pasitive Igintion. 5 spring desigy 

each design all springs, with extra coils for fittr 

designed to non 2.85mm (0.112%) and larger ¢ 

Stock #1620; Code | 


KIT #345 Master Gunsmith Coll Spring Kit-General Purpose Repairs 
PRICE MM 


KIT #345 en of the following Kits: 
1 each: Kits 3 and 4 English, 4 Metric, 5 English and 5 Metric. Total of 5 Kits or 550 highly useable Coil Springs. An indispen- 
‘sable assortment of coil springs for the efficient Gunshop. 


BLITZPAK #345 


PRICE 
CODE 


BLITZPAK #345 consists of the following Blitzpaks: 
1 at boa = a English, 4 Metric, 5 English and 5 Metric. Total of § Blitzpaks or 110 springs .. . a must for the 
smaller Gunshop. 








PRICE CODES FOR WOLFF GUNSPRINGS 


A - S$, 350 RIFLE SERVICE PAKS 


RIFLE 


Arisaka M38/M99 
Careano 1991/1938 
Enfield 1914/1917 











Lee-Enfield 
No. 1, Mk 111 


NX<xXEe<cCAaY%D 





‘Lee-Enfield 

Nos. 4 & 5, Mkt 

Mauser, 1891 

Mauser, 1893, 1884 
1895, 1896 

Mauser, 1898 

German 6-43 (K-43) 
ried 1903 

Sri Mods) 

ZZ. 1137.00 MI Carbine (All Mods.) 
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Available from: ‘ Trade enquiries welcome 


Malcoln D. Bone 


REGD. PISTOL DEALER No. 197 GYMPIE, Qid. - 4570 
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oe a e G 
Direct Mail Service “UN B00Ks 
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‘THE GUN DIGEST BOOK oF C. 
Firearms Drawings 
OF THE 
‘est em Sh, Cac ad 


















2nd Edition 





“ittondst0r Your der Gun > . 7 : ' ‘ oan i 
Round 
How-to-dorit Articles 





fi 
|! gipius: Hunting ad 


eae et eee ee ee 


JAIL ORDER FORM cu: out and send to 
Lock, Stock and Barrel Publications (Owen Guns) Box 346 Gympie Qld 4570. Phone 071 824014 
PLEASE SUPPLY: 

(ok sa 

CGUNS DIGEST 1982 $17.95 OAB.C. of RELOADING $13.95 
COMETALLICSILHOUETTE $11.00 OTHE MODERN RIFLE $17.95 
COCARTRIDGES of the WORLD $42.00 CPRACTICAL HANDLOADINGS$16.90 
CLYMANS CAST BULLET OEXPLODED FIREARM 


























HANDBOOK $17.50 DRAWINGS $12.95 : 
° |B ovour rirst cun $2.95 FIREARMS ASSEM/DISASSEMBLY ADDRESS.....-......0.0.+css0seseseeseeerenene 
COOLYMANS RELOADING COPART 1 
HANDBOOK $1395 oPART2 
CISMALL ARMS ofthe WORLD $42.00 CPART3 
HOBBY GUNSMITHING $11.50 OPART4 
| COBLACK POWDER COPART 5 $13.95 "Y Bakes Parent l 
HANDBOOK $15.50 CPARTE $1495 No. CIO poo ouUoooooO 








DTHE .22 RIFLE $12.95 





Signature. . 


TOTALS... 
L. [iad i) Bz Ee [x4 = = | 
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U'kNOW, YOUR Lust’ fOK 


WILLING IS. 4 DEBRSE: 
Soy OF BALLARISM... 


UNNECEESHEY-. SORDID. HEY. 
Ake YOU LISTENING 77 


Fan PF 
bol 


A GUN TD YOU LeT 15 OLALLY 
AN EXTENSION OF YOUR VHINGO, 
You NOW, PHALLIC STEATION? 
PRE DDN T He SAK THAT? 
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AWWNWILISED, CKUEL, SAVAGE 
AAD SADISTIC 


WIT SHAPES OF sUfPRESSED 
FASOUST TENDENCIES. .. 


. PARANOIA... aati ; 
UNSAVOVEY FANTASIES... 
ov LOT AOE REALLY SUCK /L 

I CONE FOR A WALK... 









QUEENSLAND FIREARM 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION 


Progress Report No, 2 

All that is needed for Evil to triumph, i 
that good men do nothing, 

All that is needed for Antigun Legislation t 
be law, is that Firearm Owners do nothing. 

And that is about the stage that the QFO. 
is at. Those of you who are anxiously awaitin 
your receipt, the reason it hasn’t been sent ou 
is that | haven't had a book printed. 

Why it hasn’t been printed is that because of 


© OO0C SOOSORCODEOLCECC OS ECOCOSSERRRCOREOO eccecoconsooes 
SUBSCRIBE NOW e 


e 
For just one $2.00 subscription you can be a life member of the Queensland Firearm Owners’ ® 
Association, an organisation formed with the aim of educating the public, and politicians, to the 
absurdities of the bulk of the anti-firearm publicity, and to publicise statistics showing thet 
restrictive legistation does not achieve its purported aims. +4 














|, Mr Mrs Ms Miss 
of 








wish to be @ Member of the Queensland Firearm Owners Assn. and enclose $2,00 for my 
subscription. Numbered receipts will be mailed to members, 

Aly State dlectovets Ieee S ier-m manne Vials baa p= Begs Oca ea OR AP pes a fF ee 
Occupationally, | hold a blue collar 

















lack of numbers, serious consideration was Ol white collar portion $ 
given to disbanding and refunding all monies executive 3 
4 other 

A few hundred members MA hot enough volunteer to represent QFOA in my electorate to the level of 3 
make the scheme work — itwill take thousands ©  LobByngiloca neater 3 
of members. Without these thousands the. 5 Allowing my name to be quoted as a supporter of OFOA e 
QFOA is nothing, maybe itis me personally, or 8 _Un-named silent statistic for QFOA Hy 
Fak ba apathy wing ane My interest in firearms concerns D collecting 

yoe apathy, get {please tick as appropriate) shotguns target shooting H 

Itis very sad to state the above, because s CO rimfire rifles O pistols O hunting e 
many have indicated that they are fully an 0 semtsuto rimfire rifles © muzzleloaders business use 
enthusiastically behind the OFOA aims. T = centerfire rifles © other home protection 
these peaple { say Thank You, it is great to hea Ea sericauta canterniainities 
from you, ignature of applicant... . 

The above is totally confiden 
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NOT TO 
MISS A 
SINGLE 
ISSUE OF 





LOCK FIRST WITH THE 
STOCK & LATEST ON EVERY 
BARREL ASPECT OF SHOOTING 


eeererorooooocoooocosocossocgoooeososoooosoooooooooooooloe|o|l|l [le 





Change of Address 0 $ For New Subscribers 









Please include address label tarting with Edition... please enter my subscription for one 
from most recent issue and @ year (6 issues) 
complete form below. $ Enclosed $10.00 © Money Order 1 Cheque 


f 
: 
i 
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Seccecccccccoccccceoseoocccooceocee? 


ree carte Cre cde Yen acs 5 SE PR»: Doo rots ners bon POStCOC Gary ntreease, 
Send to:- Lock, Stock & Barrel Publications 
211 Mary Street, 
Gympie. Qid. 4570 
19 OO 99906906 99808005 0090900889S0S0 0009008 SOSCOOCO SS GCSOCoeoes: 
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During World War I, U.S. Government arm- 
Ouries were. unable to produce the Springfield 
M1903 rifle rapidly enough. The problem was 
solved by adoption of the Model 1917 Enfield 
-30-06 rifle a slightly modified form of the 
British Pattern 14 which was ready for manu- 
facture by Winchester, Remington and Eddy- 
stone, These three factories produced approx- 
imately 2 273 000 Model 1917 rifles. 

Except for calibre, this rifle is almost ident- 
ical to the British Pattern 14 Enfield. The main 
external differences are that the Model 1917 has 
no marking disc on buttstock and no long range 
auxilary sights, 

The greatest fault of this rifle, and of the 
Pattern 14, is rather frequent ejector spring 
breakage, Other than this, Enfield rifles are 
noted for their great durability and ruggedness, 
During World War I! U.S. Army Ordnance 
developed an improved Enfield ejector spring 
which overcame the breakage problem. 

In addition to their extensive use during 
World War 1, many Model 1917 Enfields were 
used by the U.S.A. during World War II, partic- 
ularly for Reserve Forces and training. The 
Model 1917 was also used in World War Il by 
the Phillipine Army and British Home Guards, 
and many were used by the Chinese Nationalists 
against the Communists. 


U.S. MODEL M17 ENFIELD 


Calibre. . 

Weight. . 

Overall Length. 
Barrel Length .... 
Magazine Capacity. 


ee sil 
-46.3 inches 
26 inches 
.6 rounds 


5 grooves, left twist (many rifles 
rebarreled in W.W, II have 2 or 4 grooves.) 
Mechanism Type. turn bolt, fixed box magazine 


Model 1917 rifles were well made and those 
on the market are generally in better condition 
than British No. 3 Enfields. However many 
specimens have neglected bores, and some, 
especially those made by Eddystone, have 
cracked receiver rings. These cracks are often 
not easily detected, and specimens found with 
this fault should not be fired. 

Production of these rifles ended in these 
plants in November 1918. According to reliable 
sources, Winchester produced 545 511, Reming- 
ton about 545 541 and about 1 181 908 were 
made at Eddystone, all at an average cost to the 
Government of $26.00 each. Of the total 
perhaps some 80 000 were unassembled rifles to 
be used for spare parts. These figures reveal that 
Eddystone made more than Remington and 
Winchester combined, which accounts for the 
predominance of Eddystones still around today. 
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Early in 1958 Savage introduced the 
Model 110 (pronounced ‘‘One-ten”) a 
high power bolt action sporting rifle. 
Not an unusual rifle as far as the 
entire rifle was concerned, but inside 
this action are several features never 
used before in a bolt action, elements 
which make this action quite different 
from any other. Aside from the several 
new features the action is still a 
“Mauser-type’ having a bolt with 
forward dual-opposed locking lugs and 
a staggered-column box magazine. 
The Savage 110 action was designed by 
the late Nicholas Brewer, who also 
designed the Savage 340 
action. There were several 
high-power bolt action rifles 
on the market then, but all 
were quite difficult - to 
manufacture and therefore 
rather high priced. For 
Savage to achieve success in 
this field, it was necessary 
that their rifle be made 


economically enough to let 
its sale price be lower than 
similar rifles already avail- 
able, and yet have an action 
equal to or better than 
those of other rifles. 


SAVAGE 110 BOLT ACTION RIFLE 


otherwise 22 inches.) 
6.75 Ibs 
Magazine Capacity............-....4 rounds 


It is assumed that Brewer 
was instructed to design the 
110 action so that different 
action lengths could be 
made easily, that it could be 
made with a left hand bolt 
if necessary, and that it be 
as strong and as safe, or more so, than any 
other bolt action rifle on the market. In the 
opinion of many firearms experts, Brewers 
action does all these things, and in addition, 
is reliable, easy to operate and easy to dis- 

assemble. 
The receiver, of chrome-molybdenum steel, probably 
starts out as a piece of seamless tubing. Its front is 
threaded for the barrel shank, The 110 barrel has no 
reinforced shoulder; instead, about 1.5’’ of the barrel 
breech is threaded, and screwed onto this is a cont- 
toured lock nut. The breech face of the barrel js counterbored 
for about .250"', and into this goes the head of the bolt. The 
bolt head is also recessed about .135'' deep for the cartridge 
head. The recoil lug, a 150” thick steel stamping is positioned 
over the barrel shank, between the receiver and barrel lock nut 
After the barrel has been chambered and finished, it is screwed 


into the receiver. With the bolt in place in the receiver, and a minimum 
headspace gauge in the chamber, the barrel is turned into the receiver until 
snug, and then the lock nut is turned tight. This secures the barrel in the 
receiver and clamps the recoil lug between the reveiver and lock nut. 
This type of barrel fitting provides an easy and positive way to obtain 
minimum headspace, and the recessed bolt head and barrel breech comp- 
pletely seal the cartridge in the chamber. The recoil lug is ample to prevent 
barrel and action set-back in the stock [rom recoil. The bottom front of the receiver 
is notched for a projection pressed into one side of the recoil lug; this aligns the lug 
with the receiver, preventing it from turning when the barrel lock nut is tightened. 
Savage make actions, and/or barrelled actions for a reasonable price and they are 
readily available in the U.S.A. 
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In 1921, lawmen raided a still in the North 
Carolina hills and a deputy sheriff wes slain in 
the ensuing fight with the moonshiners. Boss of 
the distilling operation 20 year old ‘’Marsh’’ 
Williams was charged with the killing and con- 
victed. After serving cight years of a thrity year 
sentence for second degree murder, his case was 
reviewed and he was released, with a full pardon, 
from North Carolina’s tough Caledonia State 
Prison Camp. 

Many convicts learn a trade while in prison, 
but not the one Williams taught himself, he be- 
came an inventor of firearms, a profession that 
brought him fame and wealth. Among the in- 
ventions he conceived in prison was the short 
stroke piston for gas-operated weapons, In 1941, 
David Marshall Williams was employed as a gun 
designer for the Winchester Repeating Arms Co. 

Heavily committed to the Garand Rifle pro- 
duction program, Winchester had not submitted 
a carbine model for the May—June 1941 trials. 
For several years, however, the firm had been 
experimenting with the 
application to gas-operated 
semi-automatic rifles of 
the short stroke piston 
system invented by David 
Williams. Winchester had 
developed a 7% pound 


-30-06 rifle based 
upon this system 
and it was beleived 
possible to produce 
a 5 pound carbine 
of similar design. 
Advised of this, 
Ordance asked the firm to build a sample 
weapon, This was done in the unbelievable short 
time of 13 days and the prototype carbine was 
demonstrated successfully at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Maryland, an August 11 1941 





M1 CARBINE 


Overall Length Without Bayonet... . 
Barrel Length .... - 
Calibre... . : 

Muzzle Velocity 

Muzzle Energy.......... 961 ft-lb 
Average Chamber Pressure. . 40 000 P.s.i. 
Maximum Effective Range ........... 275 yds 
Weight with 15 round Magazine Unloaded . 5.5 Ib 
Cyclic Rate of M2 Carbine ....750 to 775 p.m. 


35.6 inches 
. 18 inches 
30 calibre 
.1974 fps 


Although develop- 


ment of the M1 

Carbine may be re 

garded as the result 

of a Winchester 

team effort, the 

lions share of the 
credit belongs to David Williams, whose in- 
vention of the short stroke piston made the 
design possible, Winchester Repeating Arms. 
Company is said to have paid him nearly a 
quarter of a million dollars for the use of his 
invention in the carbine. Association with the 
M1 Carbine project also earned him the nick- 
name by which he has been known ever since — 
“Carbine’’ Williams. 

By the end of 1943, M1 Carbines were being 
turned out at the rate ot over HALF A MIL- 
LION per month, A total of 6 117 827 U.S. 
Carbines were manufactured during three and @ 
half years of production, probably the greatest 
quantity of small arms of one kind ever pro- 
duced in so shori a time, out-numbering any 
other shoulder weapon of World War 2 

It is interesting that, of the nine main car- 
bine contractors, only Winchester Repeating 
Arms Company was a peacetime maker of 
firearms. 
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Major (later General Kirjo Nambu 
of the Japanese Army first demon- 
strated his automatic pistol in 
1909. The Japanese army, while 
approving of it in principle, was 
not prepared to authorise its gen- 
eral issue until it had been proven, 
but officers were permitted to 
equip themselves with one if they 
wished. The first few hundred 
pistols were made by the Kayaba 
Industrial Company. In 1915 the 
pistol was adopted officially and 
manufacture was taken over by 
government arsenals, 

The first Nambu, the ‘Grandpa’ in 
collectors lingo, dated from 1902 
and can be considered valuable as 
few are ever encountered, Almost as rare is the 
‘Papa’ Nambu, a slightly different variation of 
the 1902 pistol. The Papa was the pistol 
adopted by the Imperial Navy and many bear 
the naval anchor. These pistols are fitted with 
‘tangent rear sights that is optimistically marked 
out up to 500 metres. 

n 1925 a modified version was adopted as the 
standard service pistol, the Type 14, so named 
because it was made in the 14th year of the 
Emperor's reign. This one simplified various 
details in order to ease manufacturing problems, 
adopted two return springs, one at each side of 
the receiver, and a manually operated safety 
catch in place of the grip safety. This latter 
feature was badly conceived since the safety 
could only be applied by using two hands, the 
catch being too far forward to be operated by 
the firing hand. Some 320,000 14th Year 
pistols were made by the three major Japanese 
nisetals before the end of the Second World 

‘ar. 

The Type 14 is a 10 shot, nine in the magazine 
and one in the chamber. Early Type 14s have 
a small trigger guard and are usually fitted with 
a nickel plated magazine. Experience in 
Manchuria had shown that the small trigger 
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Ron's Random Guns 





THE TYPE 14 NAMBU 














Overall length . 
Overall weight. 
Barrel . 
Calibre, 
Rifling, . 
Mag capacity - 
Muzzte velocity............ 
Sights: 72 sh gested i. 3, ase eee oked fixed 


























































guard was difficult to use by 
soldiers wearing gloves and 
the guard was enlarged in 
1939 

Shortly after WWII the U.S. 
Army tested the handguns of 
all the major nations and de- 
termined that the Nambu 
was the most accurate of 
them all. This is no doubt 
assisted by the minimal recoil 
c, the pistol, coupled with its 
fine natural pointing charact- 
eristics. The trigger pull can 
best be defined as mushy, 
however, it is both smooth 
and light. You never know 
when it is going to go off, so 
it is just about impossible to 
flinch. 





























The forerunner of the Official Police model 
revolvers, the New Navy was the first Colt 
double action revolver to utilize a swing out 
cylinder and simultaneous ejection of spent 
shells. 

It came out in 1889 and was adopted by 
the United States Navy in the same year— hence 
the title, New Navy. 

|t was adopted shortly after by the Army 
with one moditication, the slight rounding of 
the butt, and hence its title, New Army. 

From 1889 to 1892 the outer diameter of 
the cylinder had no outer diameter locking 
notches— the locking being carried oul by the 
hand at the rear, In 1892 a somewhat 
complicated locking system was used which 
utilized two rows of cylinder locking notches 

This model, as pictured, was made from 
1892 to 1908 and was available with 3, 4% and 
6 inch barrel lengths and in calibres 32-20, 38 
and .41 from which its frame, the size of which 
has been one of the most popular for Colt 
revolvers over the past 50 years, became known 
as the ‘41 Frame." 


COLT NEW ARMY D.A. 


Overall length 
Barrel length 
Weight 
Calibre. . . 

Chamber capacity... 
Action 


10% inches 





Double 
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BULLET MOULD AND BULLET DESCRIPTIONS 
All Saeco bullet moulds must be ordered with the Saeco bullet number. 

Bullet weights as shown are with hard alloys 


fo 
Oe 
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303 071 081 375 
165 gr. 150 gr. 190 gr. 310 gr. 220 gr. 
.32 Caliber .38 Special ond .357 Magnum 











220 
180 gr. 148 gr. 
-A4 Special ond .44 Magnum 


452 454 455 068 130* 451 456* 
260 gr. 225 gr. c 200 gr. 185 gr. 180 gr. 225 gr. 


for the serious handloader 


SAECO RELDADING Inc. 
* This style available in bevel base also. 
Single cavity mould with handles ...........+-+ $50.00 
Double cavity mould with handles . < 
Four cavity mould with handles . . 


Cee eeeeeeoneeoeeHeoeese® 
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e the relesreqis}(e}ammaarele|(e| 
for match bullets 


One, two and four cavity 
moulds for Pistol, Rifle 
and Muzzle Loader. 
Available in over 100 
different styles. 


Walcolm Sb) Bone : 


P.O. Box 90, GYMPIE, 4570 





0) 6 Ks), | 
Rapid-Load 
RL 300 


The world’s least expensive, most 
versatile, truly progressive Reloader, 


for pistol and rifle 


The Dillon RL30O0 is a true 
progressive Reloader, 
utilising a four position 
rotary shell plate, which 
carries the cartridges 
through the various die 
positions — producing a 
loaded round with every 
stroke of the tool. 


Maleol Wn SD). Bone 


P.O. Box 90, GYMPIE, 4570 





